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The  London  University  has  sent  a  letter  to  the  Privy 
Council  objecting  to  a  University  Charter  being  granted  to 
the  University  and  King's  Colleges,  whereby  the  connection 
>befcween  the  University  and  the  colleges  would  be  severed. 


The  Society  of  General  Practitioners  has  also  forwarded  a 
Tetter  to  the  Privy  Council,  supporting  the  appeal  of  the 
lloyal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  power  to  be 
.given  to  those  colleges  to  grant  medical  degrees. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  held  on 
December  8  it  was  resolved  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council, 
it  was  most  objectionable  that  Fellows  and  Members  of  the 
•College  should  allow  their  names  to  be  advertised  in  connec- 
tion with  medical  or  surgical  subjects  in  popular  journals. 


SThb  case  of  Kurtz  i:  Co.  v.  Spence  &  Sons  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  during  the  whole  of 
•this  week  and  a  part  of  last  week.  The  plaintiffs  are  the 
•owners  of  a  patent  granted  to  Mr.  Kynaston  for  the  removal 
of  iron  from  alumina  salts  by  means  of  Weldon  mud,  and  the 
•defendants  are  the  patentees  of  a  process  for  doing  the  same 
thing  by  means  of  oxide  of  manganese.  Kynaston's  pro- 
visional specification  is  date  August  10,  1882,  and  Spence's 
August  11.  The  matter  of  priority  is  one  of  the  important 
.points  of  the  trial,  but  the  most  important  one  is  the  question 
whether  it  is  possible  to  remove  iron  from  alum  by  means  of 
oxide  of  manganese  as  specified  by  the  Spences — who  made 
mo  mention  of  Weldon  mud  in  their  provisional  specification, 
••and  Kurtz  &  Co.  allege  that  the  Spences  have  taken  Kynas- 
con's  idea.    Skilled  chemists  have  been  engaged  on  both 


sides,  and  much  interesting  evidence  has  been  given  as  to 
the  practicability  of  the  two  methods.  We  shall  give  a 
complete  report  of  the  cate  when  it  is  concluded. 


Merchandise  MARKS  Act. — The  Petroleum  Association 
have  published  an  opinion  they  have  obtained  from  the 
Attorney-General  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Hollams  of  interest  to  that 
industry  and  indirectly  to  others.  Counsel  consider  that  the 
use  of  American  barrels  for  the  sale  of  Russian  petroleum 
when  the  barrels  are  left  with  the  original  American  brands 
upon  them  is  primd  facie  an  infringement  of  the  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Act,  1887.  But  they  think  if  the  barrels  are 
re-branded  so  as  to  show  distinctly  that  the  origin  of  the 
contents  is  not  American,  there  is  not  an  infringement  of  the 
Act.  In  the  above  cases  it  would  be  open  to  the  person 
charged  with  an  infringement  of  the  Act  to  show  that  the  petro- 
leum had  been  put  in  the  barrels  without  intent  to  detraud  ; 
as,  for  instance,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  carried 
and  delivered  to  a  purchaser  as  the  article  which  had  been 
sold  to  him.  Such  purchaser,  however,  must  of  course  be 
careful  that  he  does  not  infringe  secr.ion  2  sub-section  2  of 
the  Act  by  selling  or  exposing  for  sale  in  the  manner  there 
referred  to.  The  opinion  applies  similarly  to  Scotch  shale  oil. 


Fiji  Sunday  Trading. — A  draft  ordinance  to  prohibit, 
trading  on  Sunday  has  been  published  in  the  Gazette,  a. 
penalty  of  20/.  is  imposed  on  everyone  who  sells  or  exposes 
for  sale  any  goods  on  Sunday.  Bat  milk,  bread,  and  perishable 
foods  may  be  sold  before  10  a  m.,  medicine  at  any  hour,  and 
apothecaries,  chemists,  druggi>ts,  and  licensed  p  ablicans  are 
expressly  exempted  from  the  ordinance. 

tL be  Chemist  anb  gttnjgist  of  ^Usirnlasur. 
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Editorial  articles  on  "The  Typhoid  Season,"  and  on  "  Phar- 
macy Board  or  Pharmaceutical  Society — Wnich  shall  South 
Australia  have  ?  " 

News  of  the  Colonies. 
Nen-  South  Wales. — Pharmacy  Board — Pharmaceutical 
Society — Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales 
Incorporation  Bill — Special  Correspondence  from  Sydney  on 
the  New  Members  of  Council ;  on  the  Select  Committee's 
Report ;  on  the  School  of  Pharmacy ;  on  the  Reciprocity 
Difficulty. 

Nero  Zealand. — Pharmacy  Board — Chemists  and  Druggists' 
Association  of  Auckland — Midland  Pharmaceutical  Asso ! 
ciation  of  New  Zealand — Correspondence  from  Auckland, 
Christchurch,  and  Dunedin. 

Queensland. — Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  Meeting — - 
Pharmaceutical  News  from  Special  Correspondent. 

South  Australia. — Official  Report  of  the  Council  Meeting 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — Proposed  Pharmacy  Bill — 
Incorporation  of  the  Society — Adoption  of  New  Prices — 
Comments  on  the  Jubilee  Exhibition  Awards — The  Tariff,  &c. 

Tasmania. —  Small-pox  Outbreak — Taxation  Proposals,  &lc. 

Victoria. — Pharmacy  Board — Pharmaceutical  Society. 

General  News. 

■  Correspondence. — Is  Pharmaceutical  Legislation  Desirable  ? 
— Wholesale  Houses — Business  Brokers — Medical  Practice  in 
New  South  Wales — What  is  Apprenticeship  ? — Doubtful  Dis- 
pensing. 

Adelaide  Exhibition. — Full  List  of  Awards  to  Chenjical 
Exhibits. 

The  Sale  of  Poisons  Bill  (New  Zealand),  as  proposed  in 
1884. 

The  Victorian  Major  Examination  (by  "  One  of  Them  "). 

Trade  Notes — Trade  Marks  applied  for— Patents  applied 
for — Insolvencies,  &c. — Gleanings,  kc 

(Copies  may  be  obtained  at  the  London  office,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E  C,  6d.  each,  or  the  journal  will  be  supplied  to  extra. 
Australasian  subscribers  at  5s.  per  annum  ) 
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A  Dishonest  Errand-boy.— Last  week  George  Knotts, 
twelve,  an  errand-boy,  got  nine  strokes  of  the  birch  for  steal- 
11.  9s.,  belonging  to  his  master,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Botwood,  a 
chemist,  of  Queen's  Crescent,  Haverstock  Hill.  The  lad  had 
been  in  the  prosecutor's  employ  only  three  days. 

Stealing  St.  Jacob's  Oil.— At  the  Stratford  Police 
Court  on  December  8,  Cornelius  M'Carthy,  forty-one,  a 
labourer,  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a  case  containing  six  dozen 
bottles  of  St.  Jacob's  Oil,  valued  at  11.  4s.,  from  the  Royal 
Albert  Docks. 


Presentation.— On  December  7  the  students  of  the 
Central  School  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  presented  a 
group  photograph  of  themselves,  together  with  a  handsome 
rniseoscope,  to  Mr.  Ellwood,  the  head  demonstrator,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage.  Speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  Home, 
Mr.  Doney,  and  Mr.  Ellwood. 

The  Camberley  Poisoning  Case.— At  the  Old  Bailey 
on  Wednesday,  Henry  Bowles  was  brought  before  Mr.  Justice 
Stephen  on  the  charge  of  murdering  his  wife  and  son  by 
poisoniDg  them,  but  as  two  important  witnesses  are  ill  the 
case  was  postponed  to  the  January  sessions,  the  judge  mean- 
while promising  to  provide  the  prisoner  with  counsel. 

A  Chemist  before  the  Magistrate.— At  the  Maryle- 
bone  Police  Court  on  Tuesday  Walter  Edward  Hartley, 
twenty- five,  a  chemist,  25  Canterbury  Koad,  Kilburn,  was 
fined  20s.  for  assaulting  John  Bachs,  a  teacher  of  music,  of 
the  same  address.  The  prisoner  pleaded  that  Bachs  had 
oeen  trying  to  make  misctiief  between  his  (prisoner's)  wife 
and  her  sister,  and  that  Bachs  had  grossly  exaggerated  the 
nature  of  the  assault. 

Royal  Botanic  Society.  —  At  a  meeting  held  last 
Saturday  the  secretary  made  some  remarks  on  the  Quereus 
coccifera,  or  Kermese  oak,  specimens  being  exhibited  at  the 
meeting.  He  stated  that  the  plant  is  a  common  one  upon 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean ;  it  has  been  from  the  most 
ancient  times  celebrated  as  the  source  of  a  very  rich  crimson 
dye,  which,  until  the  discovery  of  the  cochineal  insect  in 
America,  was  held  in  high  estimation,  and  formed  an  im- 
portant article  of  commerce,  but  which  is  now  almost 
unknown,  even  in  those  places  where  it  was  formerly  col- 
lected. 

Suicide  by  Poison.— Mr.  Baxter  held  an  inqusst  last 
Siturday  on  the  body  of  John  E.  G-.  Morgan,  forty-seven, 
who  died  from  the  effects  of  poisoning.  Evidence  was 
adduced  showing  that  the  deceased  had  been  out  of  employ- 
ment for  two  years,  and  that  his  wife  worked  in  the  city. 
When  she  returned  home  on  the  night  of  December  7  she 
found  him  dead  in  bed.  Dr.  Davidson,  of  121  Goswell  Road, 
said  that  he  found  two  small  phials  on  the  floor,  one  of  which 
had  contained  laudanum,  and  the  other  a  poisonous  liniment 
for  rheumatism,  both  of  which  were,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of 
death.    Verdict  accordingly. 


BELFAST. 

Conviction  op  a  Pharmaceutical  Chemist.  —  On 
Tuesday  last,  at  the  Ulster  Winter  Assizes,  Henry  M'Auley, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  was  indicted  for  having  on 
October  27  feloniously  set  fire  to  his  dwelling-house,  9  High 
Street,  Portadown,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  Guardian 
Insurance  Company.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  contradictory 
evidence  as  to  the  prisoner's  movements  on  the  evening  when 
the  fire  occurred,  but  after  a  lengthy  hearing  the  jury  con- 
sidered the  crime  proved,  but  recommended  M'Auley  to 
mercy  on  account  of  his  youth  and  previous  good  character. 
The  judge  expressed  bis  entire  concurrence  with  the  finding 
of  the  jury,  and  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  ten  years'  penal 
servitude. 


BIRMINGHAM. 

Menthol  Cones  should  not  be  exposed  in  the  window 
where  the  sun's  rays  may  fall  upon  them.  A  local  chemist 
has  suffered  a  loss  of  about  21.  by  so  doing. 

Acting  as  Cover. — Mr.  Tovey,  a  registered  medical  prac- 
titioner of  this  town,  is  the  last  man  whom  Mr.  Hawkes,  the 
local  coroner,  has  censured  for  actiog  as  cover  to  an  unquali- 
fied man  (Mr.  Brown).  The  mother  of  a  child  who  was 
suffering  from  bronchitis  engaged  Mr.  Brown  at  3s.  6d.  a 
week,  and  Mr.  Tovey  attended  ;  the  child  dying,  however. 

Christmas  Holidays  for  Chemists'  Assistants. — 
The  initiative  is  being  taken  by  Messrs.  Dale  &  Plant 
(Limited),  oil,  colour,  and  drug  merchants,  of  Smallbrook, 
Street,  in  a  movement  for  closing  chemists  and  druggists' 
establishments  on  Boxing-day  and  the  day  following.  The 
suggestion  is  looked  upon  with  favour  and  will  be  pretty 
generally  adopted. 

Suppressed  Measles. — Measles  have  latterly  been  very 
prevalent  in  the  town,  and  a  large  number  of  children  have 
died  from  the  complaint  through  improper  treatment. 
Parents  have  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  saffron  from 
chemists  and  administering  to  the  patients  without  calling  in 
medical  aid.  The  result  has  been  that  many  children  have 
succumbed  to  the  malady  in  its  suppressed  form.  A  child 
named  Joseph  G.  Edney,  of  Bellharn  Road,  died  from  sup- 
pressed measles  on  the  8th  inst.  At  an  inquest  which  was 
held  subsequently  it  was  stated  that  the  only  medicine  given 
to  the  child  was  saffron  tea,  which  the  coroner  remarked  was 
about  as  good  as  "  stone  broth." 

A  Chemist's  Assistant's  Escapade. — A  local  chemist's- 
assistant  named  Charles  Cox  Davis  broke  into  Sidmouth 
House,  at  Malvern,  on  Saturday  last.  When  inside,  Davis 
proceeded  to  make  himself  comfortable  by  lighting  a  fire,, 
and  having  stolen  a  mutton  chop,  some  apple  pie,  two  bottles 
of  ale  and  two  of  porter,  from  the  larder,  feasted  himself 
gloriously.  Wneh  the  servants  came  down  in  the  morning 
they  found  Davis  in  front  of  the  good  fire  which  he  had 
made.  He  then  quietly  got  up  and  left  the  premises,  but  he 
was  tracked  by  a  police  officer,  who  caught  him  and  lodged 
him  in  the  Malvern  lock-up.  He  was  taken  before  the 
magistrates  and  remanded  until  Monday.  He  had  formerly 
been  a  chemist's  assistant  in  Malvern. 

The  Doctors  Agreed.— Mr.  Hawkes  held  an  inquest  on 
December  8  regarding  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Rooney 
(fifty-four).  The  evidence  showed  that  in  the  previous  week 
deceased  was  seized  with  an  attack  of  diarrhoea  and  vomit- 
ing. Mr.  Prosser,  M.R.C.S.,  was  called,  and  he  sent  his  son 
at  first,  but  afterwards  attended  himself.  He  prescribed  pills,, 
two  of  which  were  given  immediately,  then  one  every  two- 
hours  until  six  were  taken.  Mrs.  Rooney  went  to  sleep  about 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  at  half-past  seven  the  following 
morning  had  not  awakened,  Mr.  Prosser  attended  at  half- 
past  eleven,  and  ordered  hot  coffee  and  brandy.  He  also  told 
her  to  beat  the  deceased's  face  with  wet  cloths,  and  along 
with  his  son  attended  three  or  four  times  during  the  day, 
and  tried  to  arouse  the  deceased,  but  she  died  during  the 
evening.  Mr.  Prosser  now  said  that  the  deceased  suffered 
from  English  cholera.  He  ordered  the  usual  remedies.  The 
pills  contained  ft  grain  of  opium  each  (not  3  grains,  as  was 
reported  in  some  of  the  local  papers).  Such  pills  were  kept 
made  up,  there  being  as  many  as  two  hundred  made  at  a 
time.  They  were  made  under  his  personal  supervision.  He 
thought  that  if  the  deceased  had  not  been  allowed  to  sleep 
for  so  many  hours  without  food  she  might  have  rallied.  Mr. 
Beach,  surgeon,  deposed  to  making  an  external  post-mortem 
examination.  In  his  opinion  death  was  due  to  exhaustion 
produced  by  the  diarrhoea  and  sickness.  He  considered  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  Prosser  quite  proper.  A  verdict  of  "  Death 
from  natural  causes  was  returned." 

Society  op  Chemical  Industry. — There  was  a  fairly 
large  attendance  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
and  Midland  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
held  at  Mason  Science  College  on  Wednesday  night,  when  an, 
interesting  paper  on  "  Water-gas  for  Heating  and  Illumi- 
nating "  was  read  by  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  of  Stafford.  Mr.  Charles 
Hunt  presided.  The  paper  was  chiefly  devoted  to  the  expla- 
nation of  the"  Wilson  gas-producer,"  by  which  fuel  is  gasified 
and  steam  injected.    By  this  process,  Mr.  Wilson  pointed 
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-out,  gas  could  be  manufactured  possessing'  great  heat  and 
■having  powerful  illuminating  qualities.  He  quoted  tables 
showing  the  relative  heat  and  light-giving  power  of  water- 
.gas  as  eempared  with  the  ordinary  system  of  gas  now  in 
vogue,  and  argued  that  it  was  specially  applicable  for  use  in 
isolated  places  where  there  was  no  supply  of  coal-gas,  both 
for  lighting  and  heating  purposes.  The  constituents  of 
water-gas,  he  explained,  were  chiefly  hydrogen  and  carbonic 
■oxide,  and  the  difficulty  at  one  time  experienced  in  the  cak- 
ing of  the  fuel  in  manufacture  had  been  got  over  by  the  use 
•  of  coke.  The  production  of  the  new  gas  was  rather  cheaper 
than  coal-gas  ;  the  "  producer  "  could  be  worked  by  a  person 
'having  no  previous  knowledge  of  it  in  the  course  of  a  few 
■days;  and  the  water-gas  would  be  of  incalculable  advantage, 
'he  contended,  in  large  manufactories  and  in  private  dwelling- 
houses.  The  system  had,  on  a  small  scale,  been  introduced 
into  London  with  success,  and  at  his  own  house  it  worked 
to  his  entire  satisfaction.  A  discussion  followed.  The 
•chairman,  in  opening  it,  said  he  did  not  think  there  was 
much  probability — at  present,  at  all  events — of  the  new  system 
taking  the  place  of  coal-gas.  Water-gas  was  undoubtedly  very 
brilliant,  but  what  it  gained  in  intensity  it  lost  in  diffusion. 
He  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  gas  now  so  generally 
in  use  would  continue  to  hold  its  own.  Professor  Tilden 
•referred  to  the  poisonous  qualities  of  carbonic  oxide, 
of  which  the  water-gas  was  chiefly  composed,  and  said  its 
dangerous  tendencies  would  have  to  be  minimised  before  the 
.gas  would  be  anything  like  generally  adopted.  Mr.  Smith 
'thought  there  was  a  great  future  for  water-gas,  but  he  did 
not  think  there  was  much  fear  of  it  replacing  coal-gas.  The 
suggestion  of  its  danger,  mentioned  by  Professor  Tilden, 
would  militate  somewhat  against  its  extended  use.  Mr. 
Hack  said  the  new  system  was  more  adapted  for  manufac- 
turing than  for  illuminating  purposes.  Several  other  gentle- 
men somewhat  adversely  criticised  the  new  system,  and 
•numerous  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  Wilson.  In  replying  to 
them  Mr.  Wilson  remarked  that  the  gas  had  proved  exceed- 
ingly successful  for  the  heating  of  houses  and  manufactories. 
The  quantity  of  gas  consumed  for  this  purpose  was,  of  course, 
■greater  than  when  coal-gas  was  used,  but  the  expanse  was 
•not  so  much.  Theoretically  water-gas  was  more  dangerous 
than  coal-gas,  but  practically  it  was  not.  In  America  water- 
gas  was  in  use  in  over  200  towns,  and  if  it  was  exceptionally 
liable  to  accident  it  might  be  taken  for  granted  that  it  would 
•soon  have  been  dispensed  with.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
much  reason  to  fear  its  poisonous  qualities.  The  Chairman, 
in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wilson,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  his  system  had  a  great  future  before  it,  but  not 
for  distribution  purposes.  The  proposition  was  seconded 
and  heartily  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson  having  briefly  replied, 
(the  proceedings  terminated. 


BLACKBUEN. 
Accident  to  an  Assistant. — Early  on  Friday  morning 
William  Dewhurst,  eighteen,  assistant  to  Mr.  Harrison, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Audley  Kange,  was  engaged  in  pre- 
paring a  varnish  containing  a  quantity  of  methylated  spirits, 
when  he  met  with  a  serious  accident.  He  had  placed  the 
ingredients  for  the  varnish  in  a  bottle,  and  was  shaking  it 
when  the  cork  suddenly  flew  out.  Some  of  the  spirits  went 
into  a  fire  there  was  in  the  room,  and  the  flames  spreading 
caught  Dewhurst's  clothes.  His  cries  for  help  brought 
assistance,  and  the  flames  having  been  put  out,  he  was  con- 
veyed to  the  infirmary,  where  it  was  found  he  had  been 
severely  burned. 

Trap  Accident. — A  small  basket-phaeton  belonging  to  Mr. 
Thompson,  manufacturer,  was  being  driven  towards  Wilpshire 
on  Thursday  evening,  when  it  came  into  collision  with  a 
spring-cart,  the  property  of  Mr.  Stothert,  wholesale  druggist. 
Mr.  Stothert's  driver  was  thrown  out  of  the  cart  and  rendered 
temporarily  insensible  by  the  injuries  he  sustained,  while  the 
vehicle  itself  was  overturned,  and  the  horse  lamed.  The 
shafts  and  splashboard  of  the  phaeton  were  smashed,  but  the 
occupants,  Mrs.  Thompson  and  the  driver,  escaped  un- 
injured. 


a  letter  was  read  by  the  Clerk  from  Dr.  Fox  complaining  of 
the  obscene  soap  and  theatiical  advertisements  exposed  in 
shop  windows  and  on  the  walls.  The  writer  stated  that  he 
had  complained  of  this  matter  before,  but  no  attention  had 
been  paid  to  it.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  the  figures  in 
the  advertisement  were  almost  naked.  A  councillor  present 
stated  that  the  advertisements  referred  to  were  those  of 
Pears'  soap,  which  he  thought  were  works  of  art.  The  com- 
mittee generally  agreed,  and  it  was  decided  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  head-constable. 


CLEATOR  MOOR. 

Laudanum- poisoning. — Last  week  an  inquest  was  held 
here  on  the  body  of  William  Joseph  Halcrow,  thirty-four,  a 
labourer.  Deceased  had  hinted  that  he  was  tired  of  life,  and 
he  went  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Wilson  Fell  Hunter,  chemist, 
Whitehaven,  and  asked  for  sixpenny-worth  of  laudanum  for 
an  old  lady,  with  which  Mr.  Hunter  supplied  him,  giving 
him  H  oz.,  and  warning  him  of  its  potency.  Then  Halcrow 
went  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Patman,  chemist,  King  Street,  White- 
haven, where  Henry  Benjamin  Dixon,  an  apprentice,  sold 
him  the  same  amount,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  De- 
ceased swallowed  the  two  quantities  and  died.  Verdict 
accordingly. 


CORK. 

The  Trial  of  Dr.  Cross  for  poisoning  his  wife  was  com- 
menced at  the  Cork  Assizes,  before  Mr.  Justice  Murphy  and  a 
special  jury  on  Wednesday.  There  were  no  fresh  facts  in  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  and  the  result 
of  the  trial  had  not  transpired  when  we  went  to  press. 


DERBY. 

The  Electric  Light  in  a  Chemist's  Shop.— At  the 
local  court  last  week,  Samuel  Rowbottam,  electrical  en- 
gineer, was  summoned  by  Draper  Welch  Bardill,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  St.  Peter's  Street,  for  having  committed 
damage  to  an  electric-lighting  apparatus  by  disconnecting  a 
wire,  doing  damage  to  the  extent  of  20s.  From  the  evidence 
it  appeared  that  the  defendant  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Bardill  at 
a  salary  of  12?.  per  week  to  provide  electric  lighting  for  his 
premises.  Owing  to  some  misunderstanding  the  complainant 
gave  him  notice  not  to  enter  his  premises  again,  upon  which 
the  defendant  cut  off  a  resistance  coil  and  removed  it  with 
two  brushes.  Defendant  averred  that  he  was  justified  in  the 
action  that  he  took,  but  the  court  fined  him  10s.,  and  ordered 
him  to  pay  Is.  damage  and  the  costs. 


DEWSBURT. 

Robbing  the  Till.— At  the  Borough  Court  on  De- 
cember 8,  William  Jackson,  of  Bradford,  was  charged,  along 
with  Charles  Hemingway,  with  stealing  money  from  the  shop 
till  of  Mr.  Robert  Gledhill,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dewsbury, 
on  November  29.  The  evidence  showed  that  prisoners  went 
to  the  shop  of  the  prosecutor  under  the  pretence  of  buying 
some  chalk,  and  asked  for  a  sample  from  the  bulk.  The  only 
person  behind  the  counter  was  an  apprentice,  and  he  had  to 
go  to  the  cellar  to  fetch  what  they  wanted.  He  had  no  sooner 
turned  his  back  than  prisoners  bent  over  the  counter  and 
rifled  the  till.  The  prisoners  had  tried  the  dodge  at  other 
places,  and  received  sentences  of  from  one  to  six  months. 


DRIFFIELD. 

A  Destructive  Fire  occurred  here  on  Monday  morning  in 
the  large  mill  of  the  Driffield  and  East  Riding  Pure  Linseed 
Cake  Company,  a  very  extensive  pile  of  buildings  contiguous 
to  the  Hull  and  Scarborough  branch  of  the  North-Eastern 
Railway.  Amongst  the  goods  consumed  were  10,000  tons  of 
linseed,  and  this  blazed  fearfully.  The  estimated  damage  is 
between  50,000Z.  and  100,0002. 


CARDIFF. 


Pears'  Advertisements.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Watch 
Committee  of  the  Cardiff  Town  Council  held  on  December  14 


DUBLIN. 


The  Apothecaries'  Hall  and  Qualifying  Exami- 
nations —On  Tuesday  before  the  Vice-Chancellor  a  a  appli- 


cation  was  made  to  fix  the  mode  of  trial  of  an  action  of  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  King  and  Queen's  College  of 
Physicians  v.  the  Governor  and  Comparjy  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall  to  have  it  declared  that  the  defendants  are  not  entitled 
to  hold  a  qualifying  examination  under  the  Medical  Act  of 
1886,  or  to  grant  a  diploma  in  respect  of  medicine  within  the 
meanirig  of  that  Act,  or  to  hold  a  qualifying  examination  in 
combination  with  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  to 
restrain  Mr.  Robert  Lynn  Heard,  the  Registrar  of  the  Irish 
Board  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  from  registering 
under  the  Medical  Act  any  persons  in  respect  of  the  qualifica- 
tion of  Licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin,  or  in 
respect  of  any  diploma  granted  jointly  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Hall  and  the  College  of  Surgeons.  Mr.  Jellett,  Q.C.,  repre- 
sented the  plaintiff;  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  ; 
Mr.  Henry  Hunt,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons;  and  Mr. 
Dunbar  Barton  appears  for  Mr.  Heard. — The  Vice-Chancellor 
fixed  the  hearing  to  take  place  before  himself  on  affidavit. 


HEATON  CHAPEL. 

Strychnine-poisoning.— On  December  9  Mr.  F.  Price, 
the  district  coroner,  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Miss 
Eleanor  M.  Faulkner  (forty),  daughter  of  a  commercial 
traveller,  who  had  died  two  days  previously  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances  :— Mrs.  Faulkner,  her  mother,  was  ill, 
and  deceased  attended  her,  but  as  she  herself  was  not  strong 
a  nurse  was  got,  whereupon  deceased  became  troubled  in 
her  mind,  and  told  her  father  that  she  was  losing  her  reason. 
On  the  Wednesday  afternoon  Mr.  Faulkner  heard  an  unusual 
cry  from  his  bedroom,  and  going  to  see  what  the  matter 
might  be  found  deceased  in  great  pain.  She  cried  for  mercy, 
and  said  she  had  taken  poison.  Fuither  inquiry  showed  that 
strychnine  was  the  substance  which  she  had  taken,  and 
although  every  effort  was  made  for  her  recovery  she  died  in 
a  few  hours.    Verdict  in  accordance  with  the  evidence. 


LIVERPOOL. 

A  Retiring  Partner. — We  learn  that  by  mutual  agree- 
ment Mr.  R.  H.  Merrett  retires  from  the  firm  of  Clay,  Dod  & 
Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Liverpool.  Mr.  Merrett  has  been 
the  travelling  partner  for  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and  has 
made  a  host  of  business  friends  throughout  North  Wales  and 
Lancashire,  where  he  has  principally  worked. 

Bluestone-poisoning. — Elizabeth  Lee,  a  young  servant 
girl,  of  Seacombe,  who  was  annoyed  at  a  scandal  which  had 
been  circulated  regarding  her,  called  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  L.  L. 
Thomas,  druggist,  Seacombe,  and  purchased  1\  oz.  of  blue- 
stone,  which  she  got  as  she  was  in  the  habit  of  buying  it  for 
her  master.  She  went  home  and  swallowed  some  of  it,  but 
although  she  suffered  somewhat  her  sufferings  by  exposure 
of  the  case  at  the  Wallesley  Petty  Sessions  were  greater. 

Infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. — At  the  Liver- 
pool County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge  Thompson, 
Messrs.  MacSymon  &  Co.,  grocers,  &c.  Dean  Street  (and 
having  businesses  also  at  Glasgow  and  Greenock),  were 
sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  penalty  of  51. 
which  it  was  alleged  they  had  incurred  by  having,  on 
November  12,  sold  or  kept  open  a  shop  for  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons — namely,  chloroform 
and  prussic  acid — contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868.  Mr.  Flux  (Messrs.  Flux,  Son  &  Co.,  East  India 
Avenue,  London),  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr. 
Pickford  (instructed  by  Mr.  Z.  Killey)  for  the  defendants. 
The  case  having  been  called,  it  was  stated  that  the 
defendants  had  paid  the  amount  of  the  penalty  into 
Court.  Costs  were  awarded  to  the  plaintiffs  on  the  higher 
scale,  the  judge  remarking  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  uphold  the  law.  The  costs,  it  is  said,  amount  to  121.  10s. 
Since  the  trial  the  defendants  have  advertised  in  the  local 
papers  that  they  have  resolved  to  form  themselves  into  a 
limited  liability  company,  and  that  they  will  be  in  a  position 
to  resume  dispensing  in  a  short  time. 

The  "Chewing  Gum  "  Prosecution  in  Liverpool. — 
At  the  Liverpool  City  Sessions  on  Wednesday,  before  the 
Recorder,  Mr.  C.  H.  Hopwood,  Q.C.,  this  case,  which  is  of 
considerable  interest  to  the  trade,  came  on  for  hearing.  It 
was  an  appeal  by  Mr.  William  Brassey,  confectioner,  of 
Falkner  Street,  Liverpool,  against  a  conviction  of  the  city 


magistrates  under  which  he  was  fined  10s.  and  costs  for  sell- 
ing the  article  known  as  "  chewing  gum "  as  an  article  of 
food,  namely  as  a  sweetmeat.    Mr.  Sparrow  appeared  for  the 
appellant,  and  Mr.  Sband  for  the  respondents.    Mr.  Shand 
said  that  this  was  an  appeal  against  a  conviction  under  the 
6ch  section  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875.  On 
October  20  last  John  Baker,  an  inspector  of  nuisances,  visited 
Mr.  Brassey's  premises,  and  saw  in  the  window  an  article 
exhibited  and  labelled  "chewing  gum,  four  sticks  a  penny." 
He  bought  three  pennyworth,  receiving  twelve  sticks  of  the 
gum,  which  was  done  up  in  silver-paper,  similar  to  chocolate. 
He  duly  informed  the  assistant  who  served  him  that  he  had 
bought  it  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  analysed.    The  gum, 
was  of  a  pink  colour,  and  contained  something  like  80  per  cent  ., 
of  saccharine  matter,  and  about  9  per  cent,  of  paraffin  wax, 
the  rest  being  colouring  matter.    The  wax  was  perfectly  in- 
soluble, and  in  a  child's  stomach  would  be  as  indigestible  as  a 
button.    Indeed,  it  would  be  very  likely  to  stop  up  the 
orifices  of  the  gastric  organs.    The  contention  was  that  the 
transaction  came  under  the  section  of  the  Act  named,  whicb 
forbade  the  selling,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  of  any 
article  of  food  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  substance  and 
quality  demanded.    The  Recorder  asked  if  the  appellant  con- 
tended that  this  was  a  sweetmeat.    Mr.  Sparrow:  Yes.  I 
shall  show  that  it  is  a  perfectly  well-known  thiDg  and  quite 
harmless  if  it  is  not  swallowed.  Baker,  in  reply  to  a  question, 
said  he  did  not  ask  for  Wild  Rose  "chewing  gum."    Dr.  J. 
Campbell  Brown,  public  analyst  for  the  city,  of  Liverpool, 
was  then  examined.    He  said  the  material  sold  as  "  chewing 
gum  "  consisted  chiefly  of  moist  sugar.    He  had  analysed  the 
gum  now  in  question,  and  found  that  one  portion  contained 
9  per  cent,  and  another  portion  11  per  cent,  of  solid  paraffin. 
There  was  also  flavouring  and  colouring  matter,  and  80  per 
cent,  of  moist  sugar,  equivalent  to  60  or  70  per  cent,  of  dry 
sugar.    His  attention  had  been  first  called  to  this  gum  by- 
complaints  from  parents  that  their  children  had  been  made 
ill  as  a  result  of  having  eaten  something.    He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  gum  would  be  very  injurious  if  swallowed.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Sparrow  the  witness  stated  that  the  gum  would  pro- 
bably be  harmless  if  it  was  simply  chewed  and  not  swallowed. 
Dr.  Hope,  deputy  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  city,  was 
also  called,  and  spoke  to  the  injurious  nature  of  the  gum. 
Mr.  Sparrow  said  "  chewing  gum  "  had  become  a  technical' 
term,  and  indicated  a  particular  and  well-known  article  ;. 
and  if  a  purchaser  got  "  chewing  gum,"  it  could  not  be  said' 
that  he    was    sold    a    substance  different    from  what 
he    had    demanded.     It    was    an    article     which  was- 
invented  in  America  about  thirty  years  ago,  and  was  manu- 
factured with  some  insoluble  material  as  a  basis,  and  was 
flavoured  and  sweetened  in  various  ways.    There  were 
different  brands,  and  the  one  in  question  was  called  the 
"  Wild  Rose"  brand.   It  was  never  intended  to  be  swallowed,, 
nor,  as  a  general  rule,  was  it  ever  eaten.  In  fact,  in  England 
nobody  would  ever  think  of  eating  it,  except,  perhaps,  very 
young  children.    William  Brassey,  the  appellant,  was  then' 
called,  and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Sparrow  stated  that  he  pus- 
chased  the  gum  from  Messrs.  Woodward  &  Sons,  but  he  knew 
nothing  as  to  its  manufacture.    Mr.  Edwin  Woodward  saidi 
he  had  supplied  the  gum  to  Mr.  Brassey.    They  had  got  the 
idea  of  manufacturing  it  from  America,  where  it  had  been  in 
use  for  many  years.    He  believed  his  firm  were  the  only 
makers  of  it  in  this  country,  but  it  was  sold  by  confectioners 
throughout  the  kingdom.    It  was  impossible  to  make  a 
chewing  gum  without  an  insoluble  basis.  Mr.  J.  C.  Plimpton, 
agent  in  Liverpool  for  American  manufacturers,  Mr.  Alfred 
Clay  Abraham,  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  and 
Mr.  Alfred  Smetbam,  analytical  chemist,  were  called,  and 
gave  evidence  in  support  of  the  contention  of  Mr  Sparrow 
that  the  gum  was  not  intended  to  be  eaten.    The  Recorder 
said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  magistrates  bad  exercised 
due  discretion  in  the  case,  and  he  must  dismiss  the  appeal' 
with  costs.    He  thought  the  public  analyst  had  doue  well  to- 
call  attention  to  this  case,  which,  after  all,  came  within  that 
class  of  fraudulent  sales  which  he  hoped  might  be  put  an 
end  to.  If  people  liked  to  sell  chewing  gum,  and  put  upon  it 
a  warning  to  their  customers  that  it  was  insoluble,  they 
might  then  avoid  the  penalties  of  the  Act.    But  to'  coat  it 
round  with  80  per  cent,  of  sugar  in  this  enticing  manner,  and 
put  it  forward  as  a  sweetmeat  to  be  eaten  by  the  general 
public,  partook  very  much  of  the  nature  of  a  fraud.  The 
appeal  was  then  dismissed,  with  costs  against  the  appellant. 
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MANCHESTER. 

A  Quantity  op  Oxalic  Acid  was  swallowed  by  a  man 
named  Beckett,  a  clerk,  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
and  although  a  doctor  was  sent  for  at  once  Beckett  died 
before  his  arrival.  An  inquest  was  held  on  December  9, 
when  the  usual  verdict  was  returned. 

A  Commercial  Museum  foe  Manchester. — The  legatees 
of  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Whitworth  are  about  to  establish  a 
memorial  which,  while  being  a  source  of  permanent  gratifi- 
cation to  the  people,  will  exercise  a  permanent  influence  on 
trade  and  commerce  through  the  means  of  technical  instruc- 
tion. To  begin  with  they  have  purchased  twenty  acres  of 
land,  known  as  Potter's  Park,  at  Rusholme,  at  a  cost  of 
47,000/.,  upon  which  is  to  be  built  a  commercial  museum  and 
a  complete  scientific  and  technical  school.  The  scheme 
when  carried  out  must  prove  a  great  boon  to  the  district. 

Pharmaceutical  Association. — A  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Wednesday,  December  14,  when  the 
principal  business  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  Elborne  on  "Two 
Varieties  of  Eoglish-grown  Rose-petals  {Rosa  gallioa)."  The 
author  gave  an  exhaustive  sketch  of  the  origin  and  use  of 
red  rose-petals  in  medicine,  and  stated  that  the  variety  which 
originally  brought  them  into  notoriety  was  the  Provence  Rose 
(iZ.  gallioa),  the  dried  petals  of  which  were  described  in 
standard  works  on  materia  medica  as  being  of  a  purple 
colour,  with  a  very  fragrant  rosaceous  odour.  Owing  to  the 
expense  of  growing  this  variety,  it  had,  in  the  author's  mind, 
been  supplanted  by  a  more  prolific  variety,  which  for  several 
years  has  been  the  source  of  commercial  rose-petals  both  in 
England  and  abroad.  When  at  Bodicote,  in  Oxfordshire,  in 
the  summer  of  the  present  year,  the  author  observed  that 
the  product  grown  there  consisted  of  two  varieties — a  purple 
kind  and  a  red — which  were  picked  promiscuously  and  pre- 
prepared  for  the  market  in  the  usual  manner,  resulting  in  a 
mixed  product — a  fact  not  hitherto  observed,  or,  at  all  events, 
one  concerning  which  he  could  find  no  published  informa- 
tion.  Herbarium  specimens  were  taken,  and,  by  the  kindness 
of  the  proprietor  (Mr.  H.  M.  Usher),  some  products  were 
obtained  separate.  The  two  kinds  were  each  found  to  be 
a  variety  of  Rosa  gallioa,  and  it  was  maintained  that  the 
purple  variety  corresponded  to  the  description  of  the  original 
true  Provence  rose.  The  present  Provence  rose,  as  now  grown 
there,  corresponded  with  the  red  variety  now  growing  at 
Mitcham  and  Bodicote,  the  purple  variety  only  forming  about 
one-tenth  of  the  commercial  Fol.  rosce  Ang.  emanating  from 
the  plantations  at  Bodicote.  The  colouring  properties  as 
yielded  to  the  acid  infusion  were  identical  in  each  variety, 
the  purple  kind  being  the  more  fragrant. 


NEWPORT  (MON.). 

A  New  Glass  Factory  is  to  be  erected  here  bySowerby's 
Elliston  Glass  Works  Company  (Limited),  London,  Birming- 
ham, and  elsewhere.  The  works  will  be  devoted  to  fancy  and 
cut  goods. 


PLYMOUTH. 

Mr.  W.  Essery,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  removed  from 
69  York  Street  to  new  and  more  commodious  premises, 
4  and  5  Morley  Street,  Plymouth. 

Mr.  L.  H.  F.  Minhinnick,  chemist  (from  J.  Bell  &  Co., 
London),  has  re-opened  the  premises  in  Millbay  Road,  en- 
trance to  Great  Western  Docks,  Plymouth. 

Novel  Advertising  ! — The  representative  of  the  Sequah 
Indian  Medicine  firm  (who  came  here  about  a  month  ago 
from  Portsmouth),  and  has  been  daily  parading  the  principal 
thoroughfares  in  a  gilded  carriage  with  a  brass  band,  and 
afterwards  practically  demonstrating  in  the  open  market- 
place the  value  of  his  specialities  and  extracting  teeth  gratis, 
has  appointed  a  leading  firm  of  grocers  as  agents.  So  great 
has  been  the  demand  for  "Prairie  Flower  and  Indian  Oil," 
sold  at  2s.  per  bottle,  that  many  have  been  unable  to  purchase 
in  the  general  scramble.   


SHEFFIELD. 

The  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  Chemical  Society. 
— At  a  meeting  of  this  society,  held  on  Wednesday  evening, 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Furcess  as  president  was  announced. 


Vermin- killer  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  Emily  Cooper  (fifty),  who  lived  alone  at  Jump,  and 
was  found  dead  in  her  house  last  Saturday  with  a  cup  beside 
her  in  which  was  a  blue  sediment,  and  in  the  fireplace  a 
paper  in  which  "  vermin-killer  "  had  been  wrapped. 

Appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. — The 
Health  Committee  has  recommended  that  this  appointment 
should  be  given  to  Mr.  Theodore  Thomson,  M.A.,  M.B.,  who 
at  present  holds  a  similar  appointment  in  Aberdeen.  Dr. 
Willey,  of  the  Borough  Hospital,  was  the  next  in  order  to 
Mr.  Thomson. 

Suicide. — An  inquest  was  held  on  December  14  on  the 
body  of  Jane  Lammays,  a  servant  girl  of  twenty-two,  who, 
in  consequence  of  her  mistress,  the  wife  of  a  watchmaker, 
charging  her  with  theft,  got  hold  of  some  cyanide  of  potassium 
which  her  master  used  for  cleaning  metal,  swallowed  some 
of  it  and  died  almost  instantly. 

Carbolic  Acid  was  used  by  Emma  Hadfield,  50,  wife  of 
a  gardener,  to  poison  herself,  on  December  9.  She  had  tried 
to  do  the  same  before  with  laudanum,  but  an  energetic 
medical  assistant  prevented  fatality  then.  On  this  occasion, 
however,  medical  relief  was  of  no  avail,  death  ensuing 
within  two  hours  after  the  acid  was  swallowed.  An  inquest 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  when  the  usual  verdict  was  returned. 


SL1GO. 

Charge  of  Poisoning. — At  the  Assizes  on  Friday  last  a 
man  named  McCormack,  with  his  mother  and  sister,  were 
charged  with  the  murder  of  McCormack's  wife  by  adminis- 
tering arsenic  to  her.  The  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that 
Mrs.  McCormack  had  been  poisoned  by  the  two  women,  and 
that  her  husband  was  not  a  consenting  party,  but  that  he 
knew  that  his  wife's  death  was  not  natural.  It  was  proved 
that  death  was  due  to  arsenic  poisoning,  but  there  was  no 
proof  that  the  women  purchased  the  arsenic,  so  the  case 
broke  down,  and  prisoners  were  acquitted. 


SUNDERLAND. 

The  Provident  Dispensary. — Newcastle  is  at  present 
exercised  about  starting  a  provident  dispensary,  and  to 
encourage  those  who  are  acting  in  the  matter  the  particulars 
of  the  history  and  progress  of  the  Sunderland  institution 
have  been  published.  The  dispensary  was  started  on  New 
Year's  Day,  1879,  as  a  means  of  providing  medical  relief  to- 
the  working  classes  and  those  of  limited  means  on  payment 
of  small  subscriptions.  For  example,  the  charge  for  a  man, 
his  wife,  and  all  his  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age  is 
2s.  5d.  admission  fee  and  a  monthly  payment  of  1.?.  The 
income  of  the  institution  in  1879  was  711Z.  13s.  3d.,  and 
there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  since,  the  amount  last  year 
being  1,043/.  0s.  3d.  Recently  a  considerable  saving  in  the 
the  work  of  the  institution  has  been  effected  by  combining 
the  offices  of  secretary  and  dispenser,  which  are  now  taken 
by  Mr.  R.  H.  Mushens,  chemist  and  druggist. 


WANFORD  (ESSEX)  - 

Chlorodyne-poisoning. — An  inquest  was  held  here  last 
week  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Gould,  deputy  coroner,  on  the  body  of  a 
child  two  months  old.  The  evidence  showed  that  it  had 
suffered  from  bronchitis,  and  to  relieve  it  its  mother  gave  it 
two  drops  of  chlorodyne  in  a  feeding-bottleful  of  milk.. 
Although  the  child  was  a  well-nourished  one  the  dose  proved 
too  much  for  it,  hence  the  inquest  and  verdict  of  "  Accidental 
death  from  an  overdose  of  chlorodyne." 


WARRINGTON. 

Charge  of  Stealing. — At  the  Warrington  Police  Court 
on  December  8,  a  middle-aged,  respectable-looking  man. 
named  Andrew  Mackenzie  Guthrie,  was  charged  with  having, 
on  October  15  last,  stolen  drugs  to  the  value  of  12/.,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  of  London.  It  was  stated  that  the  prisoner  ob- 
tained the  goods  from  the  prosecutors,  who  by  his  directions 
sent  them  addressed  to  the  shop  of  a  Mrs.  Morris,  Battersby 
Lane,  Warrington.    Mrs.  Morris  refused  to  take  the  goods 
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as  there  was  a  sum  to  pay  for  carriage,  and  when  the 
prisoaer  was  told  this  he  went  to  the  station,  paid  the 
carriage  (7s.  9d.),  and  took  the  goods  away.  The  prosecutors 
had  never  received  payment  for  the  goods,  and  as  they  could 
not  get  any  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  prisoner 
they  ultimately  put  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  police. 
A  description  of  the  prisoner  was  circulated  in  the  neighbour- 
ing towns,  and  he  was  apprehended  at  St.  Helen's  on  Monday 
last.  Formal  evidence  having  been  given,  the  prisoner  was 
remanded.  The  prisoner  was  again  brought  before  the  mayor 
and  other  magistrates  on  Monday,  when  the  chief  constable 
said  Messrs.  Bush  &  Co.,  who  had  instituted  the  prosecution, 
offered  no  evidence  against  the  prisoner,  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly discharged. 

SCOTLAND. 
Aberdeen. 

Mr.  William  Thomson  has  purchased  the  business  at 
76  Regent  Quay  which  formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  W.  S. 
Adamson.  We  welcome  Mr.  Thomson  back  again  after  his 
few  years'  experience  in  Australia. 

Aberdeen  Medico- Chirurgical  Society. — This  society 
has  entered  on  the  ninety -eighth  year  of  its  existence,  and 
the  president,  Dr.  Eodger,  in  his  opening  address  directed 
his  remarks  to  a  consideration  of  some  points  connected 
with  its  rise  and  history. 

Dundee. 

Industrial  Exhibition.— The  large  drill  hall  of  this 
town  was  gay  on  Tuesday  with  a  goodly  company,  which 
had  assembled  to  give  eclat  to  the  opening  of  an  exhibition 
of  local  industries  which  is  expected  to  be  a  great  success. 
The  exhibits  are  generally  such  as  the  various  handicrafts 
produce ;  but  chemistry  is  well  represented  in  a  tasteful 
exhibit  by  the  chemical  department  of  the  University 
College,  Professor  Carnelly  having  sent  a  model  illustrating 
the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid  ;  new  dyes  from  diphenyl, 
which  have  been  discovered  by  him  and  one  of  his  pupils, 
as  well  as  other  inte<esting  things.  Pharmacy  is  represented 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Russell,  of  the  Morgan  Tower  Pharmacy,  who 
exhibits  malt  extract  and  hypophosphite  preparations  and 
toilet  articles,  while  the  mechanical  dentistry  of  the  past 
and  present  is  represented  in  an  exhibit  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Eobb 
dentist. 

Edinburgh. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Bruce,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Melville  Ter- 
race, has  just  completed  extensive  alterations  of  his  premises. 
Mr.  Bruce  was  one  of  the  first  to  adopt  "  cutting  "  prices,  and 
now  he  reaps  the  advantage. 

Mr.  H.  Bellyse  Baildon  has  retired  from  business, 
with  the  view,  it  is  understood,  of  devoting  himself  to  literary 
work.  There  is  no  immediate  rjrospect  of  his  retirement 
affecting  his  connection  with  pharmaceutical  affairs  apart 
from  business.  Mr.  Robert  Aitken,  who  has  been  for  many 
years  manager  for  Messrs.  H.  C.  Baildon  &  Son,  takes  over 
the  business. 

The  Botanical  Society  held  a  meeting  on  Dec.  8.  Dr. 
William  Craig,  president,  occupied  the  chair  and  delivered  an 
address,  in  the  course  of  which  he  referred  to  the  importance 
of  the  medicinal  plants  department  of  the  Royal  Botanic 
Gardens.  He  stated  that  the  curator,  Mr.  Lindsay,  was 
endeavouring  to  secure  specimens  of  all  the  medicinal  plants 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  It  was  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence, he  remarked,  that  the  student  of  medicine  should  be 
able  to  see  growing  in  the  Botanic  Garden  the  plants  which 
furnished  the  various  drugs  which  he  was  to  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  Next  referring  to  the  desirability  of  the 
cultivation  of  important  medicinal  plants  which  were  either 
extinct  or  nearly  so  in  their  native  lands,  he  spoke  of  cinchona 
as  an  example  of  the  importance  of  cultivating  valuable  and 
much-used  drugs.  Speaking  also  of  ipecacuanha,  he  said 
that  it  had  been  in  cultivation  in  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens 
for  about  thirty  years  prior  to  1869.  During  these  thirty 
years  the  plants  had  grown  so  slowly  that  the  largest  speci- 
men was  "  scarcely  one  foot  in  height,"  and  only  very  few 
plants  were  in  cultivation.  In  1869  the  cultivation  of  the 
ipecacuanha  plant  by  cuttings  from  the  roots  was  success- 
fully inaugurated  at  the  Garden,  and  since  then  they  had 
been  cultivated  by  the  tens  of  thousands  in  India  and  other 


countries.  He  believed  he  was  correct  in  saying  that  it  was 
Mr.  Robert  Lindsay,  the  present  curator,  who  first  thought 
that  the  ipecacuanha  plant  could  be  propagated  from  root  cut- 
tings. Mr.  P.  Sewell  read  a  paper  on  flower  colour,  and  another 
was  read  by  Mr.  Patrick  Geddes  on  "  Spines  and  Prickles." 

Chemists'  Assistants  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion.— A  meeting  was  held  on  December  7,  Mr.  Lunan 
in  the  chair.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  George 
Melvin  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Botany  and  Materia  Medica 
of  the  Natural  Order  Leguminos-;e."  After  describing  the 
interesting  observations  of  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  others 
on  the  subject  of  fertilisation,  the  essayist  referred  to  the 
well-known  testimony  of  Lindley,  and  described  the  incident 
related  of  Linnasus,  who  when  visiting  the  North  of  Scotland 
came  suddenly  on  a  whole  hillside  completely  covered  with 
the  exuberant  golden-yellow  blossom  of  the  common  broom, 
and  was  so  overcome  by  the  spectacle  that  he  fell  on  his 
knees  and  worshipped.  Mr.  Melvin  then  described  the 
various  parts  of  a  plant,  taking  as  illustrations  fresh  speci- 
mens of  Aoaoia  melnnoxylnn  and  three  other  species  of 
acacia,  showing  tripinnate  leaves  and  phyllodes,  also  a  branch 
showiDg  examples  of  transition  forms  between  true  leaves 
and  phyllodes,  and  also  the  flowers  characteristic  of  the 
sub-order  Mimoseaa.  Other  examples  of  exceptional  leaf 
structure  were  the  grass  pea  (Lathyrus  nissolia),  having 
leaves  undistinguishable  from  ordinary  grasses,  and  common 
furze  (  TJlex  Europcca),  the  lower  leaves  of  which  are  trans- 
formed into  sharp-pointed  spines,  but  when  the  plant  attains 
a  height  beyond  the  reach  of  sheep  and  other  mammalia 
they  assume  their  true  flattened  form.  The  floral  envelopes 
and  the  andrcecium  and  gynoecium  were  then  described  and 
illustrated  by  means  of  diagrams,  the  interesting  arrange- 
ment of  the  papillionaceous  corolla,  the  diadelphous  stamens, 
and  the  stigma  for  the  purpose  of  securing  cross  fertilisation 
being  fully  and  lucidly  explained.  The  second  part  of  the 
paper  was  devoted  to  the  official  medicinal  plants  belonging 
to  the  order.  The  paper  was  excellently  illustrated.  In 
reply  to  the  recent  inquiry  by  Mr.  Gerrard  as  to  the  reputed 
use  of  the  common  furze  in  Scotland  as  a  diuretic,  Messrs. 
Lunan  and  Melvin,  in  the  course  of  discussion,  mentioned 
that  they  had  seen  it  administered  to  horses  in  the  form  of 
an  infusion,  but  no  one  had  heard  of  its  use  otherwise. 

Glasgow. 

A  Painful  Incident. — A  young  woman,  Janet  Copland, 
has  died  under  painful  circumstances.  She  and  her  lover 
were  employed  as  assistants  in  a  medical  gentleman's  surgery 
in  the  central  district  of  the  city ;  and,]having  quarrelled  with 
each  other  on  Sunday,  she'went  into  a  side-room.  Returning  in 
a  few  minutes,  she  stated  that  she  had  taken  strychnine,  and 
asked  her  lover  to  take  her  home.  He  did  not  at  first  believe 
her;  but,  seeing  that  she  was  becoming  ill,  he  got  a  cab  and 
took  her  home.    She  died  shortly  thereafter. 

Messrs.  F.  Spite  &  Co.,  tea  merchants,  &c,  opened  their 
drug  department  on  December  9.  The  department  is  situated 
on  the  first  floor  of  the  establishment,  entering  by  one  stair 
direct  from  the  street  and  by  another  from  the  grocery  ware 
house.  It  has  been  handsomely  fitted  up  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  James  Cockburn,  the  drug  manager,  for- 
merly of  Grangemouth  and  of  the  Glasgow  Apothecaries' 
Company.  The  firm  has  lately  been  converted  into  a  limited 
liability  company,  in  order  to  undertake  the  sale  of  poison. 
Crieff. 

The  Operation  for  Cancer  in  the  Throat.— A  death 
has  occurred  here  of  a  person  suffering  from  cancer  of  the 
throat.  Excision  of  the  larynx  took  place  successfully  twenty- 
one  months  previously.  This  is  supposed  to  be  about  the 
longest  period  a  patient  has  lived  after  such  an  operation. 
Inverness. 

New  Ammonium  Sulphate  Works.— The  local  gas 
committee  have  at  present  under  consideration  a  proposal  for 
the  erection  of  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  sulphate  of 
ammonia  from  the  residual  gas  liquors.  The  plans  of  the 
works  have  been  approved  of  by  Dr.  Blatherwick,  Inspector 
for  Scotland  under  the  Alkali  Act. 

Irvine. 

A  girl  named  Glen  has  died  at  Cotton  Row,  Irvine,  from 
the  effects  of  vitriol,  a  bottle  containing  which  she  placed  to 
her  lips  by  mistake  about  a  week  ago. 
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Hjjarmaantkal  Sbacitty  of  feat  gritaxn. 

EVENING  MEETING. 
Emeritus  Processor  Redwood  on  his  Defence. 

LAST  Wednesday  evening  at  Bloomsbury  Square  was  a 
purely  controversial  one.  At  the  Manchester  Conference 
Professor  Tichborne  read  a  paper  with  a  formidable  title, 
which  called  in  question  the  pharmacopceial  procedure  so 
far  as  weights  and  measures  are  concerned,  and  Dr.  Redwood, 
as  the  orginal  editor  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  now  came  forward 
to  criticise  his  critic — for  it  must  be  confessed  at  the  outset 
that  much  of  what  Dr.  Redwood  said  was  purely  of  a  personal 
character — and  as  Dr.  Tichborne's  criticisms  came  within  a 
very  narrow  compass,  it  was  remarkable  that  Dr.  Redwood 
should  have  required  forty  minutes  to  dispose  of  them.  It 
will  simplify  matters  at  the  outset  to  recall  the  leading 
points  in  the  paper  which  Dr.  Tichborne  read  at  the  Man- 
chester Conference.    He  called  attention  to  the  facts  that — 

(1)  The  preface  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  states  that  imperial 
weights  and  measures  are  to  be  used,  but  that  specific  suavi- 
ties and  volumetric  estimations  are  to  be  done  at  60°  F. 
Imperial  measures  are  determined  at  62°  F. 

(2)  The  foregoing  leads  to  inaccuracies  ;  for  if  volumetric 
apparatus  is  graduated  at  60°  F.  it  follows  that  there  will  be 
no  relation  between  measured  quantities  of  substances  taken 
for  estimation  by  imperial  measure,  seeing  that  all  the  frac- 
tions, fluid  grain  and  weight  grain,  &c,  are  parts  of  the 
standard  gallon  =70,000  grains  at  62°  F.,  which  is  70,011 
grains  at  60°  F. 

(3)  Volumetric  estimations  by  the  metric  system  are  also 
directed  to  be  done  at  60°  F. ;  but  he  pointed  out  that  in  the 
appendix  it  is  stated  that  the  cubic  centimetre  is  given  as 
the  volume  of  a  gramme  of  water  at  4°  C.  (39-2°  F.).  The 
discrepancy  arising  from  this  difference  was  pointed  out. 

In  replying,  Dr.  Redwood  asserted  at  the  outset  that  Dr. 
Tichborne  had  not  considered  the  matter  sufficiently — he 
ought  to  have  studied  the  context.  The  60°  F.  had  nothing 
to  do  with  imperial  measures,  but  had  been  introduced  for 
volumetric  work,  because  it  was  the  common  thing  then 
(1867)  and  now  to  graduate  burettes,  &c,  at  60°  F.,  and  that 
was  the  recognised  temperature  for  taking  specific  gravities. 
The  Pharmacopoeia  did  not  direct  imperial  measure  to  be 
used  for  volumetric  work  or  at  60°  F.  Dr.  Redwood  argued 
this  point  at  considerable  length,  and  quoted  from  the  Phar- 
macopoeia to  show  that  it  is  perfectly  explicit  regarding  the 
matter,  and  that  there  is  no  confusion  about  it,  laying  par- 
ticular weight  on  the  fact  that  imperial  measures  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  appendix,  and  he  added  that  even  if  they 
were  the  error  would  be  so  infinitesimal  as  to  be  inappreci- 
able. Then  as  to  the  metric  measures,  he  said  that  the 
temperature  4°  C.  is  impracticable,  and  no  one  in  this 
country  or  elsewhere  uses  it  in  graduating  apparatus — it  is 
15-5°  O.  that  is  used,  but  the  Emeritus-professor  did  not  get 
so  far  as  to  explain  that  a  burette  of  100°  c.c.  capacity 
is  to  hold  100°  c.c,  each  cubic  centimetre  being  "  the 
volume  of  one  gramme  of  distilled  water  at  4°  C."  His 
next  point  was  that  whatever  temperature  the  burette 
and  other  apparatus  are  graduated  at  is  immaterial,  because 
the  substances  of  which  the  volumetric  solutions  are  made 
are  taken  by  weight,  and  the  graduations  are  only  parts  of  the 
volume  to  which  they  are  made,  the  parts  bearing  an  abso- 
lutely definite  divisional  relation  to  the  volume.  Next  Dr. 
Redwood  analysed  some  of  Dr.  Tichborne's  examples  of 
error,  taking  first  the  case  of  the  estimation  of  dilute 
sulphuric  acid.  Dr.  Tichborne  said  that  we  are  directed  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia  "  to  take  6  fluid  drachms  (the  division 
of  the  70,000  grained  gallon)  and  estimate  it  by  a  volume- 
tric solution  "  made  according  to  the  70,011  grained  gallon. 
No,  says  Dr.  Redwood  in  effect,  you  are  not  told  to  take  6 
fluid  drachms,  but  359  grains  by  weight  of  the  dilute  acid. 
We  merely  add  the  "  6  fluid  drachms  "  to  give  the  worker  an 
idea  of  the  volume  he  is  taking ;  and  as  to  the  temperature 
at  which  the  volumetric  solution  of  soda  is  made  up,  what 
does  it  matter,  if  the  1,000  fluid  grains  contain  40  grains  by 
weight  of  caustic  soda  ?  It  makes  no  difference  whatever. 
Dr.  Tichborne's  examples  of  the  estimation  of  hydrocyanic 
acid,  &c  ,  were  disposed  of  in  the  same  way,  and  at  consider- 
able length,  the  Emeritus-professor  employing  his  usual 


forcible  style,  averring  that  Dr.  Tichborne's  state  nents  wcrj 
not  explicit,  that  his  language  was  confused  and  obscure, 
and  the  whole  thing  so  wrapt  up  and  mystified  that  he -was 
not  surprised  that  the  paper  called  forth  such  a  poor  discus- 
sion at  Manchester.  In  concluding,  Dr.  Redwood  pointed 
out  that  the  charges  were  serious,  and  had  received  the 
solemn  consideration  of  the  Standards  Department  (see  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  19,  p.  643),  who 
appeared  to  give  acceptance  to  Dr.  Tichborne's  statement. 
It  therefore  looked  as  though  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
signified  their  approval  of  the  charge  which  had  been  brought 
against  the  compilers  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  He  was  indig- 
nant at  this,  and  surprised  that  an  official  statement  should 
have  gone  forth  to  the  world  on  insufficient  grounds,  and 
that  pharmacists  had  been  so  fast  asleep  since  the  Man- 
chester meeting  as  to  take  no  public  notice  of  the  matter. 
The  Emeritus-professor  was  attentively  listened  to  by  a 
rather  small  audience,  who  heartily  cheered  him  when  he 
came  to  the  end  of  his  long  paper. 

Then  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Gostling,  in  the  absence  of  the 
President)  made  a  few  happy  remarks  in  support  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  made  a  bold  effort  to  start  a  discussion 
by  calling  upon  Mr.  Umney,  but  he  would  not  be  drawn.  So 

Professor  Attfield  came  to  the  Rescue, 

and  after  some  mystical  expressions  regarding  his  relations 
with  the  General  Medical  Council  as  their  Pharmacopoeia 
reporter,  and  a  dark  hint  regarding  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  officially  replied  to  Dr.  Tichborne,  he  proceeded  to  dis- 
integrate the  pulp  which  Dr.  Redwood  was  supposed  to  have 
left  on  the  field  as  all  that  remained  of  the  Dublin 
professor.  "  Some  fundamental  errors  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  "  was  a  rag  of  too  glaring  a  red  colour  for  the 
Pharmacopoeia  reporter  to  pass,  so  he  tossed  it  aside  with 
the  remark  that  it  was  an  old  theory.  The  60°  F.  and  62°  F. 
anomaly  had  first  seen  the  light  of  day  twenty-five  years  ago. 
Of  course  Dr.  Tichborne  had  a  perfect  right  to  produce  it 
again,  but  he  had  no  right  to  do  so  and  give  such  a  damning 
title  to  the  subject  at  the  same  time.  This  was  a  matter 
closely  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  it  was  too 
bad  to  give  public  expression  to  erroneous  criticisms  of 
mythical  fundamental  errors.  Dr.  Tichborne  would  not 
allow  them  to  call  the  official  volumetric  metric  measures  by 
that  term,  but  he  called  a  pint  only  an  imperial  pint  at 
62°  F.  Well,  if  he  (Dr.  Tichborne)  were  taking  a 
thirsty  walk  in  Wicklow,  and  wished  to  assuage  his 
thirst,  what  term  would  he  use  as  regards  a  quantity 
of  ale  —  say  a  pint  ?  If  it  were  a  warm  day  a 
pint  would  not  be  a  pint,  so  Dr.  Tichborne  would  say 
to  the  publican,  "Give  me  such  a  volume  of  ale  as 
would  at  62°  F.  be  a  point.''  (Laughter.)  [Perhaps  the  pro- 
fessor did  not  mean  to  drop  into  the  brogue,  but  he  did.] 
After  referring  to  the  legal  aspects  of  the  matter,  Dr.  Attfield 
went  on  to  speak  of  the  sulphuric  acid  example,  saving  that 
the  6  fluid  drachms  at  60°  F.  would  still  be  358  9685  grains, 
and  he  thought  that  pretty  near  359  grains.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  could  not  sit  down,  however,  without  another  dig  or  two. 
Professor  Tichborne,  writing  in  the  year  of  grace  1887,  had 
called  attention  to  the  "  30  oz.  of  fluid  in  a  pint  bottle  error." 
What  did  he  (the  speaker)  find  ?  That  in  the  1885  reprint 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  word  "  quart"  had  taken  the  place 
of  "  pint,"  as  originally  intended,  That  was  a  very  apparent 
slip  of  the  pen.  But  we  are  all  human.  Professor  Tich- 
borne says  in  his  paper,  "  Again  in  preface  (1887)  " — meaniDg 
B.  P.  1887.  He  (Dr.  Attfield)  noticed  that  that  startled 
Professor  Redwood.  Perhaps  he  did  not  know  of  the  1887 
reprint.  No  !  nor  did  he.  "  1887  "  was  a  little  slip  of 
Dr.  Tichborne's  pen.  With  this  and  a  few  well- chosen 
remarks  regarding  the  care  necessary  in  compiling  a  Pharma- 
copoeia, and  the  great  liability  for  slips  to  be  overlooked, 
Dr.  Attfield  concluded.  The  Chairman  then  closed  the  dis- 
cussion, and  called  upon  Mr.  Holmes  to  make  some 

Remarks  on  Specimens. 

The  exhibits  were  fewer  than  usual,  but  they  included 
some  fine  samples  of  Cuban  and  Mediterranean  sponges 
which  have  been  presented  to  the  museum  by  Messrs.  Cress- 
well  Brothers.  These  showed  typical  forms,  such  as  cups, 
&c  ,  and  the  various  textures  as  they  are  produced  through 
the  influence  of  depth  and  the  condition  of  the  water  in 
which  they  grow.    A  false-packed  bundle  of  sarsaparilla 
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interested  the  meeting.  It  bad  red  Jamaica  root  outside  and 
exhausted  Lima  root  inside.  A  Cape  remedy  for  cancer, 
some  new  kinds  of  strophanthus,  Goa  ipecacuanha,  and  a 
specimen  of  monobromoacetanilide  were  also  referred  to. 

Mr.  Thomas  Christy  described  the  specimens  of  strophan- 
thus. They  were  the  hispidus  species,  imported  from  the 
Niger  district,  where  the  natives  appear  to  have  become 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  seeds  are  apt  to  be  attacked  by  a 
weevil,  and  they  prevent  this  by  stpeoing  the  bundles  o£ 
pods  in  some  kind  of  balsam — tolu  or  Peruvian,  Mr.  Christy 
thought.  He  also  showed  a  sample  of  coca  leaves,  part  of 
the  first  shipment  from  India. 

Professor  Redwood  had  read  his  paper  by  the  aid  of 
a  small  incandescent  lamp.  To  satisfy  the  audience,  the 
Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  Niblitt  to  explain  it.  This  gentle- 
man (representing  the  Schanschieff's  Battery  Syndicate) 
slated  that  the  electricity  for  the  lamp  was  supplied  by  the 
Schanschieff  portable  primary  battery,  which  consisted  of 
one  or  more  cells,  each  of  which  had  a  carbon  and  a  zinc 
ela  nent,  and  the  exciting  fluid  was  a  solution  of  mercuric 
s  ilphate.  He  showed  various  forms  of  the  lamp,  and  how 
tl  at  merely  by  raising  the  elements  from  the  cell  the  electric 
current  was  stopped,  and  by  lowering  the  lamp  glowed  again. 
The  feature  was  that  everything  was  in  a  piece,  and  this 
appeared  to  be  specially  useful  in  the  case  of  the  miner's 
lamp,  which  carried  in  one  way  glows,  but  when  reversed 
it  does  not. 

This  was  all  the  business. 


barmnccuiual  Socicfn  of  Mtthtib* 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, December  11.  Present  :  The  President,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Brunker,  M.A  ,  in  the  chair;  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Draper), 
Messrs.  Pring,  Payne,  McCormick,  Minchin,  Doran,  Hodgson, 
Charles  Evans,  Grindley,  Wells,  Ray,  Dr.  Montgomery,  Dr. 
Collins,  Professor  Tichborne,  Allen,  Simpson,  and  Biggs. 

Amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland). 
The  President  moved,  pursuant  to  notice — 

"That  the  Council  do  now  consider  the  suggested  amendments  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  adopted  on  April  2,  1884,  and  proceed  to  prepare 
final  instructions  for  Mr.  R.  K.  Clay,  solicitor,  for  drafting  a 
Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill." 

The  members  had  had  these  recommendations  in  print 
before  them  for  some  years.  In  consequence  of  the  resolu- 
tion passed  at  the  last  meeting,  he  called  the  Law  Committee 
together,  and  (some  gentlemen  who  had  acted  on  the  former 
Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Committee  being  associated  with 
them)  they  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Clay,  from  whom  they 
learned  that  they  might  pursue  either  of  two  courses  in  pro- 
moting their  Bill.  One  was  to  introduce  it  as  a  private  Bill, 
which  would  be  attended  with  considerable  expense.  Besides 
the  great  expense  of  such  a  Bill,  notices  for  a  private  Bill 
should  have  been  served  at  a  date  which  was  now  past  to 
admit  of  its  being  introduced  next  term.  It  only  remained, 
therefore,  for  them  to  introduce  a  public  Bill,  which  could  be 
done  without  paying  fees  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
the  cost  of  which  would  be  comparatively  small — about  601. 
at  the  outside.  As  they  were  aware.  Lord  Milltown  had 
undertaken  to  introduce  the  Bill  for  them  in  the  House  of 
Lords  ;  and  Mr.  Clay  had  undertaken  to  put  the  Bill  into  the 
hands  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  would 
take  it  up.  They  must,  of  course,  use  all  the  influence 
that  they  could  each  brirg  to  bear  upon  members  of  that 
House.  The  amendments  tbey  had  before  them  were 
settled  after  the  interview  with  Mr.  Trevelyan  in  1884,  and 
after  the  whole  matter  had  been  thoroughly  discussed.  He 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  first  recommendation,  viz. : — 

"That  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  shall  be  given  powers  to 
require  all  boyid-Jide  chemists  and  druggists  who  shall  have  been  in 
business  on  their  own  account  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January 
1883.  and  who  shall  desire  to  continue  that  bus-in  ess,  to  make  applica- 
tion, on  or  before  a  date  to  be  named,  to  the  Council  of  said 
Society  to  have  their  names  registered  :  such  application  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  statutory  declaration  to  the  i  fleet  that  they 
have  been  so  entaged  in  business  as  boi.d-fidc  chemists  and 


dr  uggists  on  their  own  account  prior  to  the  said  January  1, 1888, 
and  also  by  declarations  to  the  same  purport  made  by  two  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioners  resident  within  ten  miles  of  the 
place  of  business  of  the  applicant.  Such  persons  to  pay  on  regis- 
tration a  fee  not  exceeding  three  guineas,  and  to  be  styled 
'  registered  druggists.'  " 

It  would  be  impossible  now  to  ascertain  who  were  and  who 
were  not  in  business  as  chemists  and  druggists  retailing 
poisons  in  1875,  and  a  large  number  of  persons  had  gone 
into  business  as  such  since.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  neces- 
sary carefully  to  guard  the  rights  of  pharmaceutical  chemists. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  were  aware  that  there  were  persons 
outside  who  were  wishing  for  a  second  grade.  The  deputa- 
tion who  waited  on  the  Council  at  its  last  meeting  expressed 
themselves  satisfied  with  the  proposal  he  now  made,  but 
asked  that  it  should  be  extended  to  apprentices.  Whilst  he 
sympathised  with  them  to  [some  extent,  he  adhered  to  his 
opinion  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  compensate  all 
the  interests  involved.  Any  who  were  apprentices  or  assist- 
ants previous  to  1875,  and  who  had  not  gone  into  business 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  were  unlikely  to  do  so  for  the 
rest  of  their  career  ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  include  in  the  recommendation  any  except  those 
who  were  actually  in  business  at  the  present  moment.  The 
body  to  which  the  deputation  belonged  had  since  held  a 
meeting  and  had  passed  certain  resolutions  which  they  had 
sent  up.  These  had  arrived  too  late  to  be  printed  in  the 
agenda  paper ;  but  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  read. 

The  reading  of  the  resolutions  referred  to  having  been 
assented  to  by  the  Council, 

Mr.  Ferrall  read  the  following:— 

NORTH   OP   IRELAND  CHEMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  November  29,  1887 
Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  Mayor  of  Belfast,  in  the  chair,  when  the  following 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Poisons  Act  and  the  Pharmacy  Act  proposed  by  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  was  submitted  and  unanimously 
approved  and  adopted  as  the  views  of  the  Association. 

Report. — The  Committee,  while  concurring  in  the  general  scope  and 
tenor  of  the  proposed  amendments,  unanimously  recommend  that  in  the 
contemplated  Act  provision  be  made  for  embodying  the  following  modifica- 
tions, viz.  : — 

1.  That  as  neither  branch  of  the  trade  could  separately  supply  the 
wants  of  the  public,  arrangements  should  be  made  to  establish  on  a  per- 
manent basis  and  corresponding  examinations  the  two  grades,  viz., 
"  Pharmaceutical  Chemists  "  and  "  Chemists  and  Druggists." 

2.  That,  to  avoid  needless  changes,  the  dual  term  "Chemists  and 
Druggists,"  as  used  in  the  Act  of  1875,  be  adhered  to  as  the  official  and 
legal  designation  of  those  so  registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  new  Act. 

3.  That  all  chemists  and  druggists  who  were  in  business  on  their  own 
account  at,  or  prior  to,  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1875  should  be  registered 
without  examination  on  the  payment  of  the  fee  of  one  guinea. 

4.  That  all  apprentices,  assistant?,  and  those  who  may  have  entered 
business  on  their  own  account  since  1875  be  required  to  pass  a  modified 
examination  and  pay  the  prescribed  fee  ere  being  entered  on  the  register. 

5.  That  the  payment  of  this  examination  fee  "  once  for  all "  should 
suffice,  and  no  renewal  of  it  in  any  guise  whatever  be  demanded ;  but 
there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
contributing  to  the  funds  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society- 
some  sum  in  the  form  of  a  subscription  or  annual  payment,  provided  such 
c-arries  with  it  tire  right  to  be  directly  represented  on  the  Council  by  a 
proportionate  number  of  registered  chemists  and  druggists.  Provision 
could  be  readily  made  for  such  representation,)  and  would  tend  to 
consolidate  the  two  branches  of  the  business  and  strengthen  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

6.  That  the  service  of  five  years'  apprenticeship  with  registered 
chemists  and  druggists  should  qualify  any  candidate  presenting  himself 
for  examination,  both  under  the  modified  examination  necessary  for 
"  Chemists  and  Druggists,"  and  the  higher  examination  necessary  for 
licence  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

7.  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist, 
provision  shall  be  made  in  the  Act  by  which  his  business  may  be  continued 
by  a  relative  or  legal  representative  with  the  assistance  of  a  duly  registered 
assistant  for  at  least  a  reasonable  time. 

8.  That  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  exempting  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists  from  the  service  of  juries  be  extended  to  include  registered 
chemists  and  dreggis'.s. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Samuel  Clotwolthy,  Convener. 

November  -9  18  7. 
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The  President  :  This  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  -what 
they  gave  us  to  understand.  Better  leave  it  out  of  the  way 
and  be  done  with  it.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Minchin,  in  seconding  the  motion  of  the  President 
(the  adoption  of  the  first  recommendation  in  reference  to  the 
amending  Bill),  said  he  thought  the  proposed  declaration  that 
the  party  had  been  in  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist- 
should  be  accompanied  by  one  from  a  pharmacist,  and  that 
all  should  be  decided  on  by  the  Law  Committee  of  the 
Council. 

The  President  said  the  point  had  been  very  carefully 
considered,  and  it  had  been  thought  very  undesirable  to 
throw  upon  either  the  Council  or  any  members  of  the  Society 
the  duty  of  forming  a  judicial  opinion  as  to  the  truth  of  the 
declaration  of  the  applicant. 

Mr.  Wells  said  it  would  be  well  to  put  into  the  recom- 
mendation after  the  words  "  place  of  business  of  the  ap- 
plicant "  the  words  "  or  such  other  evidence  as  the  Council 
may  deem  necessary." 

The  President  :  That  is  a  good  suggestion. 

Mr.  Payne  asked  how  was  it  to  be  decided  what  a  "  bond- 
fide  chemist  and  druggist"  was?  They  had  a  great  many 
so-called  "  chemists  and  druggists  "  in  his  part  of  the  country. 
There  was  one  who  had  kept  a  post  office,  and  who,  imme- 
diately on  hearing  about  the  deputation,  ordered  pots  and 
bottles  and  had  commenced  to  sell  poisons  within  the  last 
month.    Was  he  to  be  taken  in  ? 

Mr.  McCormack  :  The  term  might  be  restricted  to  chemists 
and  druggists  who  had  served  an  apprenticeship  and  could 
produce  their  indentures. 

Mr.  Pring  :  Would  you  leave  the  word  "  chemist "  out,  and 
say  "  druggist  "  only  ? 

Mr.  Wells  :  There  are  people  in  Dublin  who  sell  drugs, 
but  who  are  not  chemists,  and  do  not  profess  to  be. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  There  may  be  chemists  and  drug- 
gists who  were  in  business  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  but  who  never  served  an  apprenticeship. 

The  President  :  The  best  way  of  arriving  at  the  fact  is 
by  the  deposition  of  the  applicant. 

Mr.  Wells  :  But  consciences  are  very  elastic.  A  grocer 
or  publican  or  draper  in  the  country  might  say  that  he  had 
carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  might  get 
two  medical  friends  to  certify  that  he  had  done  so. 

The  Vice-President:  We  are  always  open  to  that  kind  of 
thing,  but  we  should  not  assume  that  it  wiil  take  place. 

The  President  :  I  like  to  proceed  on  the  supposition  that 
the  men  I  have  to  deal  with  are  honest  men. 

The  Vice-President  said  that  any  further  definition  of 
"  chemist  and  druggist"  would  be  exceedingly  difficult. 

Mr.  Payne  suggested  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  Council 
from  being  flooded  with  applications  from  persons  who  would 
from  the  present  time  commence  to  sell  drugs  in  order  to 
qualify  under  the  new  Act,  the  date  in  the  recommendation 
should  be  1885  instead  of  1888. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  second  that. 

The  Vice-President  suggested  that  the  date  should  be 
January  1,  1887.    (Hear,  hear.) 
Mr.  Payne  adopted  this. 

The  President  :  Then  we  are  unanimous  as  to  the  altera- 
tions. 

The  recommendation,  with  the  addition  of  the  words,  "  or 
such  further  evidence  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Council,"  and  the  amount  of  the  fee  being  changed  from 
three  to  two  guineas,  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  the  next  recommenda- 
tion was  unanimously  agreed  to  in  the  following  form  : — 

"  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell  patent  drugs  or  poisons,  or 
to  style  himself  a  registered  druggist,  unless  he  shall  be  so 
registered,  save  and  except  a  duly  qualified  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  a  licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  or  other  duly 
qualified  medical  practitioner." 

The  next  was  unanimously  approved  of  as  follows  :— 
'•  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  registered  druggist  to  keep  open  shop 
for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  medical  prescrip- 
tions, or  allow  his  premises,  or  any  portion  of  same,  to  be  used  for 
that  purpose." 

The  President  said  the  next  suggestion  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  repairing  a  defect  in  their  original  Act  by 
requiring  all  pharmaceutical  chemists  to  pay  a  small  fee  to 
the  society. 


Mr.  Payne  first  suggested  that  licentiates  in  business,  or 
acting  as  managers  for  others,  should  pay  21s.  annually,  and 
that  registered  druggists  in  business  for  themselves  or  acting 
as  managers  should  pay  10.s.  Qd. ;  but  ultimately  the 
recommendation  was  unanimously  agreed  to  in  the  following 
form : — 

'•  That  all  licentiates  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who  are  in 
business  for  themselves,  and  not  being  members  of  that  Society, 
shall  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Society  an  annual  fee  of  10*.  Gd. , 
and  all  registered  druggists  in  business  for  themselves  shall  pay 
an  annual  fee  of  10s.  6d.  on  or  before  February  15  in  each  year  ; 
and  that  on  or  before  March  15  in  each  year  the  Registrar  of  said 
Society  shall  print  and  publish  a  list  of  the  said  registered 
druggists  who  shall  have  paid  the  said  fee  before  the  date  afore- 
said, and  shall  forward  a  copy  of  same,  with  a  copy  of  the  Register 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  in  each  constabulary  district,  who  shall  be  instructed  to 
report  any  infringements  of  the  Pharmacy  or  Poisons  Acts  coming 
to  his  knowledge,  and  who,  upon  obtaining  a  conviction  against  any 
person  so  infringing  the  said  Acts,  shall  be  entitled  to  one-third 
of  the  penalty  imposed.  Ai.d  all  persons  on  said  list  of  registered 
druggists  shall,  until  March  15  next  following,  be  duly  qualified 
to  sell  by  retail  potent  drugs  and  scheduled  poisons." 

The  following  was  unanimously  agreed  to  : — 

"  The  penalties  for  infringement  of  these  Clauses  shall  be  the  same  as 
provided  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  recoverable  in  the  same  way  ; 
and  all  by-laws  and  regulations  for  registration  shall  be  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council." 

The  President  said  the  next  recommendation  would 
require  a  little  consideration.  They  all  knew  the  impression 
that  had  been  made  on  pharmacy  in  these  countries  by  the 
decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  celebrated  case  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  v.  the  London  and 
Provincial  Supply  Association,  which  presented  the  extra- 
ordinary anomaly  that  an  incorporated  society  or  company 
could  legally  do  what,  under  section  30  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
of  Ireland,  an  individual  who  was  as  duly  qualified  could  not 
do — namely,  keep  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  and 
compounding  poisons  and  medical  prescriptions.  The  ques- 
tion was  as  to  the  best  way  of  attempting  to  deal  with  this. 
The  sections  of  the  proposed  English  Act  reached  the 
difficulty  by  a  circuitous  route,  but  he  was  in  favour  of 
going  at  it  directly. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  think  so  too. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
clause,  remarking  that  any  technical  modifications  that  Mr. 
Clay  should  deem  necessary  could  be  made  by  him  : — 

"  That  the  word  '  person '  in  Sec.  30  of  said  Act  shall  be  held  to  include 
and  imply  '  persons,'  and  any  association  of  persons,  whether  as  a 
partnership,  society,  or  company  (limited  or  otherwise),  and  that 
any  such  partnership  or  association  of  persons  keeping  open  shop, 
as  above,  shall  be  held  to  be  acting  illegally,  unless  each  and  every 
member  of  such  association  shall  be  a  person  duly  qualified  to 
keep  open  shop  under  the  Act." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  President  said  it  was  desirable  to  withdraw  the 
clause  about  patent  medicines,  which,  though  a  very  de- 
sirable one  in  a  Government  Bill,  would  seriously  load  such 
a  Bill  as  they  could  promote. 

Mr.  Hodgson:  In  France  they  are  going  to  make  it 
imperative,  where  poisons  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
patent  medicines,  that  that  fact  should  be  specified  on  the 
label. 

It  was  unanimously  decided  to  drop  this  clause. 

The  next  clause  was  unanimously  agreed  to  as  follows  : — 

"  To  meet  the  case  of  a  duly  qualified  pharmaceutical  chemist  or 
apothecary  keeping  more  than  one  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons,  or  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions,  it  is  recom- 
mended, for  the  better  protection  of  the  public,  that  in  every 
such  shop  in  which  such  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  apothecary 
shall  not  be  himself  engaged  personally  in  its  active  management 
and  control,  he  shall  employ  a  person  who  would  be  himself  a  duly 
qualified  keeper  of  such  an  open  shop,  and  who  sball  be  bond  fide 
occupied  in  such  shop ;  provided  always  that  each  partner  in  a 
duly  qualified  partnership  may  keep  a  separate  shop  for  retailing 
poisons,  or  dispensing  medical  prescriptions." 

The  following  was  unanimously  agreed  to  : — 

"  In  order  to  fix  the  proprietorship  of  any  open  shop  kept  for  the  purpose 
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of  .se'Jing  poisons  or  compounding  medical  prescriptions,  it  is  recom- 
mended— ■ 

"  That  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  may  at 
any  time  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  or  sl.all  send  by  regis- 
tered letter  to  the  premises  about  which  information  is  required,  a 
notice  requiring  the  bond  fide  proprietor  of  such  shop,  within 
seven  days  of  the  receipt  of  such  notice,  to  furnish  in  writing  to 
him  a  statement  of  the  name  and  address  of  such  bond  fide  pro- 
prietor, and  of  his  qualification  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  or  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions,  and  in  default  of 
supplying  such  information  the  proprietor  of  such  shop  shall  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  Five  Pounds  for  each  day  during  which 
default  shall  continue,  and  any  person  found  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  default  selling  poisons  or  compounding  prescriptions, 
or  acting  in  the  management  of  such  shop,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  Five  Pounds  for  each  such  offence  ;  such  penalties  to  be 
recoverable  by  summary  jurisdiction,  and  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 

The  following  was  also  agreed  to  unanimously  : — 

"Any 'person  who  shall  by  any  false  or  fraudulent  representation, 
either  verbally  or  in  writing,  procure  himself  to  be  registered 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  or  under  any  amending  Act, 
and  any  person  aiding  and  abetting  him  in  the  same,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof, 
be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  twelve 
months." 

A  clause  was  agreed  to  extending  the  period  for  filling  up 
occasional  vacancies  on  the  Council  to  the  second  monthly 
meeting  after  the  notification  of  the  vacancy  to  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Mr.  Wells  :  We  should  have  power  to  compel  a  man  who 
has  two  shops,  with  a  manager  in  one,  to  intorm  us  who  his 
manager  is. 

The  President  :  That  is  already  provided  for  under 
Clauses  7  and  9. 

A  Warm  Discussion. 

The  next  business  on  the  agenda  paper  was  a  notice  that 
Mr.  Payne  would  move  that  the  following  resolutions,  adopted 
by  a  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation on  November  18,  be  entered  on  the  minutes: — 

"  On  Friday  evening,  November  18,  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Belfast  Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  Association,  called  to  consider 
the  action  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  society  of  Ireland , 
in  proposing  to  apply  for  powers  to  confer  the  privilege  of  selling 
poisons  on  those  grocers  and  general  traders  who  have  been  acting 
in  open  defiance  to  the  existing  law,  it  w.s  unanimously  re- 
solved— 

" '  1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  resolution  carried 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an 
Amendment  to  the  present  Pharmacy  Act,  does  not  represent  the 
convictions  of  a  majority  of  the  Council,  and  that  it  was  uncon- 
stitutional to  snatch  a  vote  on  a  subject  touching  the  interests  of 
every  pharmacist  in  Ireland,  by  resorting  to  a  Committee  recom- 
mendation of  four  years  ago,  without  giving  due  notice  of  motion 
thereon. 

"'2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  any  Amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  legalising  the  present  illegal  vendors  of  poisons  (a 
deputation  of  which  made  representations  to  the  Council  greatly 
at  variance  to  well-known  facts),  would  not  only  be  of  great  in- 
justice to  all  legitimate  traders,  but  a  breach  of  trust  on  the  part 
of  a  Council  entrusted  to  administer  an  Act  passed  for  the  safety 
of  the  public,  and  the  protection  of  its  Licentiates. 

"'3.  That  tills  Association  shall — should  the  Co  jncil  persist  in  apply- 
ing for  powers  to  register  any  traders,  other  than  those  chemists 
and  druggists  who  were  keeping  open  shop  at  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1875 — use  every  legitimate  means  to  successfully  oppose  in 
Parliament  a  Bill  which  would  sacrifice  the  vested  interests  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  and  other  legitimate  traders. 

" '  4.  That  all  Licentiates  of  the  Society  be  communicated  with,  to  en  - 
list  a  general  support  in  a  strenuous  opposition  to  a  measure  which 
was  wire-pulled  into  existence  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  few 
wholesale  traders  and  their  customers. 

'■ 1 5.  That  Mr.  J.  C.  Chas.  Payne  be  requested  to  bring  the  above  reso- 
lutions before  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  society  of  Ireland 
at  its  next  meeting.' 

"  Vice-President,  William  Pkott,  Jun. 
Secretary,  Andrew  M'Naught." 

Mr.  Payne:  I  withdraw  these  resolutions  until  we  are 
able  to  communicate  with  the  association  in  Belfast,  and  give 
them  a  draft  of  your  Bill. 


The  Vice-Peesident  :  Then  if  they  are  withdrawn,  I  beg 
to  move  that  they  be  expunged  from  the  agenda  paper. 
When  I  say  that  the  entire  tone  of  these  resolutions  is 
objectionable,  I  merely  express  a  personal  opinion,  leaving  it 
to  each  member  of  the  Council  to  form  his  own.  I  will  say 
this,  however,  that  the  statement  that  this  Council  has  pro- 
posed to  confer  any  status  upon  "giocers  and  general 
traders  "  is  no  more  in  accordance  with  tbe  facts  than  is  that 
other  statement,  that  it  has  endeavoured  to  snatch  a  vote — a 
suggestion  quite  unworthy  of  the  source  from  which  it- 
emanates.  All  contemplated  legislation  has  been  expressly 
stated  to  apply  only  to  "  loud  fiae  chemists  and  druggists." 
But  these  resolutions  contain  a  charge  against  certain  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  so  grave,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  so 
entirely  false,  as  to  make  its  repudiation  the  more  easy. 

Mr.  Payne  : — If  the  resolutions  are  withdrawn  the  matter 
is  not  open  to  discussion. 

The  President:  The  Vice-President  is  moving  that  for 
certain  reasons  the  resolutions  be  expunged  from  the  agenda. 

Mr.  Payne  :  That  is  a  different  matter.  I  have  withdrawn 
them,  and  therefore  they  do  not  come  before  you. 

The  President  :  They  can  only  be  withdrawn  by  permis- 
sion of  the  Council.  I  have  put  that  question  to  the  Council, 
and  Mr.  Draper  is  speaking  on  it. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  say  that  these  charges  are  not 
true,  and  that  it  is  very  easy  to  refute  them.  Kesolution  in- 
states that  the  measure  now  under  consideration  was  "  wire- 
pulled  into  existence  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  few  whole- 
sale traders  and  their  customers."  Now  what  are  the  facts  ? 
Mr.  Payne  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  April  2,  1884,  and 
can  hardly  plead  ignorance  of  them.  In  the  years  1883-84, 
that  is,  at  the  period  when  this  measure  was  under  considera- 
tion, but  four  persons  who  are  in  any  way  "  wholesale  drug- 
gists "  were  members  of  the  Council.  Two  only  of  these 
gentlemen— and  they  may  not,  it  is  just  possible,  feel  com- 
plimented by  me  in  presuming  to  count  them  among  us, 
since,  keeping  open  shop  for  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions, 
they  are  hardly  likely  to  support  any  movement  which  may 
not  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Society  at  large — were  present 
at  the  April  meeting.  There  remain  two,  then,  against  whom 
only  this  calumny  can  apply. 

Mr.  Wells  :  The  motion  for  leave  to  withdraw  these 
resolutions  should  be  put  to  the  meeting  ;  and  if  they  are 
withdrawn  we  should  not  discuss  them.  There  is  nothing 
before  the  chair. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  have  before  me  in  print  a  very 
grave  accusation. 

Mr.  Payne  :  The  better  way  will  be  for  me,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Council,  not  to  withdraw  them,  but  to  let  them 
go  forward  if  they  are  to  be  discussed.  Certain  statements 
have  been  made  in  good  faith  ;  but  I  believe,  at  the  same 
time,  that  they  are  absolutely  apart  from  the  actual  facts. 
If  one  is  to  appear  in  print,  so  must  the  other. 

The  President  :  Well,  do  you  wish  to  withdraw  them  or 
not  ?  I  must  say  t  hat  personally  I  could  not  consent  to  their 
being  withdrawn.  I  got  a  notice  that  certain  resolutions 
would  be  moved.  I  could  not  allow  the  notice  to  appear 
unless  the  resolution  appeared  also.  They  have  appeared 
upon  the  agenda.  They  contain  false  statements  and  a  most 
gross  imputation  against  the  honour  of  certain  members 
of  the  Council,  and,  therefore,  against  the  Council  itself. 
Whatever  the  opinions  of  the  rest  of  the  Council  may  be, 
for  my  part  I  could  not  consent  to  their  being  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  I  think  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  be 
withrawn,  for  if  they  are  to  go  to  the  journals  the  refutation 
of  them  should  go  also. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Let  the  President  put  the  question  as  to 
whether  they  are  to  be  withdrawn  or  not. 

The  President:  I  have  already  remonstrated  with  Mr. 
Payne  about  allowing-  them  to  remain  on  the  agenda.  Is  it 
the  pleasure  of  the  Council  that  these  resolutions  should  be 
withdrawn  ?    (No  answer.) 

Mr.  Simpson  :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  think  they 
should  not  be  withdrawn  until  we  have  heard  Mr.  Draper's 
remarks. 

Mr.  Wells  :  If  the  matter  is  to  be  discussed  ■ 

The  President  :  I  have  put  the  motion,  and  no  one  has 
taken  the  trouble  to  vote. 

Mr.  Payne  :  If  the  resolutions  are  to  appear,  it  is  also 
perfectly  right  that  the  refutation  should  appear.  But  the 
idea  I  had  in  asking  the  permission  of  the  Council  to  with- 
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draw  tbose  resolutions  which  I  was  asked  to  bring  forward 
was  that  they  should  not  appear  in  the  journals.  That  was 
my  object. 

The  Vice-President  :  Then  they  must  be  expunged  from 
the  agenda. 

Mr.  Payne  :  Then  we  had  better  go  on  ;  and  if  so,  it  is  my 
privilege  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  meeting.  I  must  tell  you 
that  a  meeting  of  a  society  called  the  Belfast  Pharmaceutical 
Chemists' Association  was  held.  I  don't  happen  to  be  a  member 
of  it.  I  was  waited  on  by  its  secretary,  who  asked  me  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  Council.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was 
to  take  into  consideration  the  deputation  which  waited  on 
this  Council,  and  certain  statements  which  were  made  here. 
I  consented  to  bring  those  resolutions  forward  in  order  that 
the  Council  might  discuss  the  subject  and  hear  the  views  of 
a  number  of  licentiates  of  the  society  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  who  are  members  of  the  Belfast  Pharmaceutical 
Chemists'  Association.  I  beg  to  propose  that  they  be  entered 
on  the  minutes. 

Mr.  McCoemAck:  Am  I  in  order  in  asking  Mr.  Payne 
where  these  gentlemen  got  their  information  from  1 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  second  the  motion  of  Mr.  Payne,  not  that  I 
have  any  sympathy  with  the  resolutions,  but  to  put  the 
matter  in  form. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  shall  go  or>.  Two  of  the  four 
gentlemen  present  at  the  meeting  of  1884  keep  open  shop  for 
the  compounding  of  prescriptions ;  and  the  only  other  two  to 
whom  this  calumny  can  apply  are  Mr.  Hodgson  and  myself. 
I  am  always  sorry  to  have  to  say  a  word  on  any  purely  per- 
sonal matter,  but  I  feel  that  I  should  be  doing  an  injustice 
to  my  friend  Mr.  Hodgson  if  I  did  not  leave  him  to  speak  for 
himself,  or  if  I  were  to  couple  his  name  with  mine  except  so 
far  as  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  neither  he  nor  myself  was 
present  at  that  meeting.  Now  as  regards  myself  I  have  held 
a  place  at  this  table  for  a  great  many  years ;  and  all  who 
have  sat  with  me  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  during 
that  time  no  one  thing  affecting  the  interests  of  this  Society 
has  in  the  slightest  degree  been  influenced  by  my  business. 
Under  other  circumstances  this  is  a  thing  which  it  would 
have  been  quite  unnecessary  to  say  here;  but  Belfast — with 
which  we  have  had  hitherto  so  entirely  amicable  relations, 
and  to  whose  pharmacists  I  for  my  part  accord  that  meed  of 
respect  which  they  have  hitherto  so  honourably  earned — 
while  geographically  so  near  to  us,  is,  it  would  now  seem, 
morally  so  far  away  that  she  does  not  yet  know  that  we  in 
Dublin  may  possibly  be  influenced  by  honest  motives.  And 
that  some  pharmacists  in  Belfast  conscientiously  believe  that 
we  are  not,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt.  And  now  I 
would  ask  Mr.  Payne,  as  representing  that  association  

Mr.  Payne  :  No,  I  do  not — I  do  not.  I  don't  represent 
them. 

The  President  :  You  are  responsible  for  their  words. 

The  Vice-President:  I  ask  Mr.  Payne,  as  representing 
the  Association  which,  in  its  enthusiasm  for  its  own  interests 
— and  that  they  are  perfectly  legitimate  interests  I  concede — 
has  allowed  itself  to  make  this  serious  accusation,  to  name 
any  one  instance  in  which  a  member  of  this  Council,  being  a 
wholesale  druggist,  has  acted  in  favour  of  his  own  interests 
as  against  the  welfare  of  the  Society.  I  say  that  resolution 
4  is  not  only  a  libel  upon  a  quite  small  and  comparatively 
unimportant  number  of  its  members,  but  is  a  direct  accusa- 
tion of  connivance  with  that  minority  on  the  part  of  every 
member  of  this  Council,  Mr.  Payne  himself  not  excepted,  he 
having  been  present  at  the  meeting  of  April  1884.  I  may 
add  that  Mr.  Payne  has  been  with  us  in  every  single  motion 
brought  forward  this  afternoon,  so  that  we  have  managed  to 
work  wonderfully  well,  notwithstanding  this  tirade  against  us. 

The  President  :  It  is  a  very  great  pity  that  when  gentle- 
men came  together  for  their  own  interests,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  rest  of  the  body  of  pharmaceutical  chemists,  they  could 
not  find  some  formulae  more  consistent  with  the  facts  than 
the  resolutions  which  have  been  sent  up  here.  The  first 
contains  two  express  falsehoods,  and  when  we  go  further  on 
we  find  gross  imputations  against  the  honour  of  the  entire 
Council,  Mr.  Payne  himself  included. 

Mr.  Hodgson  said  that  he  had  from  the  very  beginning 
of  that  Society  been  a  member  of  its  Council.  He  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  obtaining  of  their  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  original  Chemists' and 
Druggists'  Society,  of  which  he  was  president,  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  be  in  exist- 


ence at  that  moment.  The  very  men  who  were  pointed  at 
by  these  resolutions — Mr.  Draper,  their  worthy  Vice-President, 
Professor  Tichborne,  Mr.  Doran,  Mr.  Hayes,  Mr.  Simpson, 
Mr.  John  Brooks,  and  himself — were  men  who  banded  them- 
selves together,  and,  after  having  carried  on  a  vigorous 
agitation  for  a  series  of  years,  eventually  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  Society's  Act.  When  discussing  it  with  Sir 
Michael  Beach  in  London  they  strove  hard  to  have  t  wenty- 
four  members  on  the  Council,  but  were  obliged  to  give  in  to 
his  opinion  that  there  should  be  only  twenty-one.  They 
had  been  members  of  the  Council  ever  since,  and  had  never 
ceased  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  Society.  For  his  own 
part,  Mr.  Payne  was  aware  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  there 
should  be  two  grades — pharmaceutical  chemists  and  another 
class,  who,  after  having  passed  a  modified  examination,  should 
be  entitled  to  sell  poisons.  His  opinion  might  be  wrong,  but 
he  was  entitled  to  have  it.  Certainly  people  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  sell  poisons  all  over  the  country  without  having 
passed  any  examination  at  all.  But  that  he  was  capable  of 
being  a  party  to  the  "snatching"  of  a  vote  or  of  acting 
from  merely  selfish  and  personal  considerations,  was  untrue, 
and  he  repudiated  the  charge  with  the  greatest  possible 
scorn. 

Mr.  Pring,  in  seconding  the  motion  that  the  resolutions 
be  expuDged  from  the  agenda  paper,  said  that  he  took  part  in 
the  interview  with  Sir  Michael  Beach  before  the  Society's 
present  Act  was  drafted,  and  urged  upon  Sir  M.  Beach  that  it 
was  a  mistake  not  to  have  two  grades — namely,  "pharma- 
ceutical chemists"  and  "druggists," — but  he  would  not 
give  in. 

Mr.  Payne,  in  reply,  repeated  that  he  was  not  and  never 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Belfast  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion. The  President  had  said  that  there  were  two  direct 
untruths  in  the  first  resolution.  He  (Mr.  Payne)  was  given 
to  understand  by  the  secretary  of  the  meeting,  that  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned  they  had  got  no  notice  of  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Council.  It  came  forward  in  connection  with 
the  reception  of  a  report  from  the  Law  Committee.  That  was 
the  explanation  of  their  statement  that  it  was  brought  for- 
ward without  due  notice.  No  member  of  the  Council  could 
have  previously  known  that  it  was  to  come  on.  With  regard 
to  the  second  resolution,  those  who  took  part  in  the  Belfast 
meeting  had  a  right  to  the  opinions  expressed  in  it;  and  as 
regarded  the  third  resolution,  the  Belfast  Association  had  a 
right  to  oppose  any  bill  that  should  be  put  forward  by  that 
Council  if  they  thought  proper.  But  coming  to  the  fourth 
resolution,  why  an  old  and  respected  member  of  the  Council, 
for  whom  he  (Mr  Payne)  had  the  greatest  regard,  should 
consider  that  it  in  any  way  applied  to  him  he  (Mr.  Payne) 
could  not  imagine. 

The  President  :  Then  whom  does  it  apply  to  ?  "  Whole- 
sale traders  and  their  customers." 

Mr.  Wells  :  It  applies  to  the  deputation  which  attended 
here  the  other  day.  It  was  stated  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  that  two  wholesale  gentlemen  in  Belfast  offered 
to  give  50Z.  each  towards  opposing  our  bill.  Who  are  the 
"  wirepullers  "  now  1 

The  Vice-President  (to  Mr.  Payne)  :  I  am  sure  you  don't 
identify  yourself  with  these  resolutions? 

Mr.  Payne  :  The  Vice-President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Belfast  Association  told  me  to  whom  it  did  apply  ;  but  I  dis- 
tinctly assert  that  it  does  not  apply  to  any  members  of  this 
Council,  but  to-  certain  persons  whom  I  had  better  not  men- 
tion, but  who  are  not  in  Dublin. 

The  President  :  The  next  time  they  pass  resolutions  they 
ought  to  publish  foot-notes  to  them. 

Mr.  Payne  :  It  applies  to  the  deputation  which  waited  on. 
this  Council.  It  does  not  apply  to  any  wholesale  or  retail 
dealer  in  Dublin,  nor  does  it  apply  to  any  member  of  the 
Council. 

The  President  :  I  say  most  positively  that  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  the  "  unconstitutional  snatching  of  a  vote." 
Every  member  of  the  Council  knows  that  very  important 
business,  including  reports,  comes  from  the  Law  Committee, 
which  cannot  be  fully  set  out  on  the  agenda  paper ;  and  that 
very  important  business  has  been  done  oq  reports  from  the 
Law  Committee.  The  second  untrue  statement  is  that  a 
"  committee  recommendation  "  of  four  years  ago  was  resorted 
to.  So  far  from  that,  it  was  the  fourth  discussion  that  took 
place  on  the  subject  before  a  full  council,  and  in  those  dis- 
cussions Mr.  Pajne  himself  took  part.     Now  Mr.  Payne 
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allows  himself  to  appear  here  as  adopting  those  untrue  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  Wells:  No. 

The  President  :  As  to  the  explanation  now  given  of  the 
fourth  resolution,  it  would  require  very  copious  notes  to 
satisfy  the  Council  that  an  imputation  is  not  made  on  itself 
and  its  members. 

The  Vice-President  :  The  resolution  says  "  wire-pulled 
into  existence."  That  has  reference  to  something  which 
began  in  1884. 

Mr.  Wells  said  they  all  knew  and  respected  Mr.  Payne, 
and  it  looked  rather  like  throwing  the  lie  into  his  face  for 
any  member  of  the  Council  to  doubt  him.  I  think  we  have 
a  right  to  respect  his  words  as  much  as  those  of  Mr.  Hodgson 
or  Mr.  Draper.  (Hear.)  I  myself  believed  all  along  that 
this  thing  referred  to  Belfast  wholesale  chemists.  There  are 
other  wholesale  chemists  in  Ireland  besides  those  of  Dublin. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  have  already  said  that  I  am 
delighted  to  have  elicited  from  Mr.  Payne  the  statements 
he  has  made. 

Mr.  Payne  :  Well,  Mr.  President,  I  can  only  assert  again 
that  I  had  no  information  beyond  what  I  received  from  the 
President,  Vice-President,  and  Secretary  of  the  Belfast 
Society,  and  that  information  was  convered  to  me  two  nights 
since.  I  pointed  out  Mr.  Draper  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  and  was 
distinctly  told  that  there  was  no  intention  of  applying  it  to 
any  member  of  this  Council,  particularly  yourself,  the  Vice- 
President  and  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Simpson  said  every  member  of  the  Council  under- 
stood why  these  resolutions  had  been  brought  forward,  and 
no  one  there  thought  the  less  of  Mr.  Payne  for  having 
done  so ;  nevertheless,  he  believed  that  if  a  show  of  hands 
were  taken  that  moment  on  the  question  nine  out  of  ten  of 
those  present  would  say  that  Mr.  Hodgson  and  Mr.  Draper 
were  pointed  at. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Mr.  Draper  was  in  the  chair  when  we  dis- 
cussed the  main  subject  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  I  defy 
anybody  to  say  which  way  he  went. 

Mr.  McCormack  :  Does  Mr.  Payne  know  where  those 
gentlemen  got  their  information  ? 

Mr.  Payne  said  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  communi- 
cated saw  something  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  motion  that  the  resolutions  be  expunged  from  the 
agenda  paper  was  then  put  and  carried  neap  can. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  seconded  by  Mr.  Payne,  the 
present  Examiners  were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Some  financial  business  was  disposed  of,  and  the  Council 
adjourned. 


THE  HYDRO-THERAPEUTIC  TREATMENT. 


ON  Saturday,  December  3,  a  company  of  over  sixty  and  con- 
sisting principally  of  medical  men  from  London  and  the 
neighbourhood  met  at  Farnborough,  on  the  invitation  of 
Mr.  Nethersole,  to  inspect  the  arrangements  of  the  new 
hydro-therapeutic  establishment  there.  This  is  attached  to 
the  Queen's  Hotel,  which  has  lately  fallen  into  Mr.  Nether- 
sole's  hands,  and  which  he  has  entirely  reconstructed  and 
refurnished  in  a  most  complete  and  luxurious  style,  the 
hydro-therapeutic  part  of  the  establishment  being  entirely 
new,  and  the  first  of  its  kind  which  has  been  constructed  in 
this  country.  The  establishment  is  situated  at  the  extreme 
end  of  Farnborough,  about  fifteen  minutes'  drive  from  the 
North  Camp  Station,  and  within  two  miles  of  Aldershot 
Camp.  The  district  is  one  of  the  healthiest  in  the  country, 
and  is  excellently  wooded. 

The  company  arrived  at  Farnboroueh  on  Saturday  shortly 
after  four  o'clock,  and  a  surprise  awaited  them  in  the  shape 
of  a  fire,  which  had  a  few  minutes  before  broken  out  in  the 
linen-room  of  the  establishment.  This  created  some  tem- 
porary excitement,  but  by  the  efforts  of  the  house  servants 
and  batches  of  soldiers  from  Aldershot,  who  were  early  on 
the  spot,  the  fire  was  confined  to  the  linen-room,  and  was 
mastered  within  half  an  hour.  Meanwhile  a  number  of  the 
guests,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Burgheim,  went  on  a  visit  of 
inspection  to  the  baths.  The  system  upon  which  these  are 
constructed  is  that  which  has  been  carried  out  with  such 
great  success  in  Reichenhall,  Ischl,  Baden-Baden,  and  other 


places  in  Germany,  to  which  many  thousands  of  people 
annually  resort  in  search  of  health.  In  the  pine  cure,  as  it 
is  called,  advantage  is  taken  of  the  odorous  and  extractive 
constituents  of  the  Pinus  Pumilio  leaves  for  the  alleviation 
of  disease,  especially  those  of  the  respiratory  organs  and  the 
muscular  system.  The  Farnborough  establishment  consists 
of  five  distinct  departments,  viz.,  the  ordinary  baths,  the 
Turkish  bath,  the  Russian  bath,  the  inhalation-room,  and  the 
massage-room.  There  are  several  of  the  ordinary  baths, 
each  being  solidly  constructed,  from  floor  to  ceiling,  of  parti- 
coloured enamelled  bricks.  The  Turkish  bath  is  exceptionally 
well  constructed,  and  the  fittiDgs  are  most  luxurious,  a  remark 
which  specially  applies  to  the  dressing-rooms.  The  atmo- 
sphere of  this  bath  is  rendered  pleasant  by  the  odour  of  the 
pine  oil.  The  inhalation-room  is  a  large  apartment,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  a  steam  or  vapour  fountain  filled  with  pine 
twigs,  over  which  the  pine  oil  is  occasionally  sprinkled,  and 
the  room  is  so  ventilated  that  the  temperature  is  always  of  a 
pleasant  warmth  and  uniform  degree  of  humidity.  Here 
patients  remain  for  a  period  extending  from  ten  minutes  to 
an  hour,  with  a  linen  robe  over  their  clothing,  and  it  is 
found  that  this  treatment  is  of  great  benefit  to  those  who 
suffer  from  bronchial  affections.  The  Russian  bath  is  an 
intensified  form  of  the  inhalation-room,  as  here  the  atmo- 
sphere is  always  very  moist,  and  of  a  higher  temperature,  so 
that  it  induces  great  perspiration  and  more  abundant  absorp- 
tion of  the  pine  vapour.  The  ordinary  pine  baths  are  made 
of  the  extract  of  the  pine  leaves,  and  are  specially  service- 
able for  rheumatic  affections,  skin  diseases,  and  the  like.  In 
the  construction  of  the  baths  no  expense  seems  to  have  been 
spared  in  order  to  make  them  serviceable  for  medical  treat- 
ment and  for  the  comfort  of  those  who  use  them.  The 
resident  physician,  Mr.  F.  Ralph  Bernard,  M.B.,  CM.,  has  had 
experience  in  the  German  establishments,  and  he  has  brought 
an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  system  to  bear  on  his 
superintendence  of  the  construction  of  the  baths.  We  notice 
also  that  he  has  arranged  with  Messrs.  G.  &  G.  Stern,  of 
Billiter  Square,  for  a  constant  supply  of  the  Pumilio  pine 
products,  which  they  have  recently  introduced  into  this 
country. 

Shortly  after  five  o'clock  the  company  sat  down  to  dinner 
in  the  large  dining-hall  of  the  establishment,  A.  F.  Jeffreys, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  presiding.  He  was  supported  on  the  right  by 
Dr.  George  Harley,  F.R.S.,  the  Marquis  de  Leuville,  Colonel 
Robinson,  and  Dr.  Philpots,  on  the  left  by  Mr.  Nethersole, 
Drs.  Hare  and  Snow,  Mr.  Lennox  Browne,  and  Mr.  W.  Adams, 
F.R.C.S.  Amongst  the  company  were  Drs.  Downie,  Gubb, 
Varley,  and  Reid,  and  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Burgheim,  Well- 
come, &c.  After  an  excellent  dinner  and  the  usual  loyal  and 
patriotic  toasts,  Colonel  Robinson  submitted  "  The  Medical 
Profession,"  in  responding  to  which  Dr.  Harley  made  a  feli- 
citous speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  expressed  his  faith 
in  the  mode  of  treatment  which  was  that  day  inaugurated, 
and  wished  the  establishment  all  success.  Mr.  Adams,  in 
proposing  success  to  the  establishment,  pointed  out  the 
differences  between  hydropathic  and  hydro-therapeutic  esta- 
blishments, and  remarked  that  the  latter  were  the  more 
rational  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases.  Mr.  Nether- 
sole and  Dr.  Bernard  responded.  In  speaking  for  the  visitors 
Dr.  Snow  made  the  pertinent  remark  that  if  modes  of  treat- 
ment were  not  workable  in  a  commercial  sense,  then  they 
might  be  sure  that  there  was  little  in  them,  and  that  was  not 
the  case  with  hydro-therapeutics.  Mr.  Lennox  Browne  then 
proposed  "  The  Press,"  to  which  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  replied. 

The  company  again  adjourned  to  the  baths,  where  Dr. 
Bernard  explained  the  system  of  treatment,  and  many  of  the 
party  were  so  pleased  with  it  that  they  remained  over  the 
Sunday  in  order  to  practically  test  it.  The  establishment 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  resorts  for  London 
men  of  business  who  feel  out  of  sorts  and  require  a  few  days' 
rest.  The  household  arrangements  have  already  been  referred 
to  as  of  the  highest  order,  and  we  need  only  add  that  the 
tariff  is  moderate  and  is  exclusive  of  medical  treatment. 


Rape-  seed  Oil. — An  examination  of  this  oil  by  Remier 
and  Will  shows  that  it  contains  the  glycerides  of  erucic, 
behenic,  and  rapic  acids.  The  behenic  acid  is  only  present 
in  small  quantities.  Rapic  acid,  C18H3103,  is  an  oil,  and  is  an 
isomeride  of  ricinoleic  acid,  but  yields  stearic  acid  and  a 
second  crystalline  acid  when  fused  with  potash. 


THE  CHEMIST 


&0r1  Reports. 


THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  HERESY. 

Millican  v.  Admiral  Sulivan  and  Others. 

Tn  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
on  Wednesday,  before  Mr.  Justice  Manisty  and  a  special  jury, 
this  case  came  on  for  hearing,  by  an  action  by  Mr.  Millican, 
•of  "68  Welbeck  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  against  Admiral 
•Sulivan  and  other  members  of  the  committee  of  management 
of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital  at  Queen's  Gate,  for  damages 
tfor  preventing  him  performing  his  duties  as  surgeon  of  the 
throat  department  of  the  hospital.  In  addition  the  plaintiff 
•asked  for  an  injunction  against  the  defendants  preventing 
them  appointing  any  other  surgeon  to  the  post.  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  Q.C.,and  Mr.  Henry  Dickens  appeared  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  Sir  Henry  James,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Edward  Pollock,  and  Mr. 
■Gore  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Dickens  having  stated  the  issues  raised, 
Mr.  Lockwood  opened  the  case  for  the  plaintiff.  The  action 
was,  he  said,  one  brought  by  a  medical  man  to  recover  such 
•damages  as  the  jury  might  consider  him  entitled  to  by 
reason  of  the  conduct  of  the  committee  of  management 
■of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital,  which  was  founded  in 
<the  J  early  part  of  1887,  with  a  view,  he  presumed,  of 
commemorating  the  jubilee  of  Her  Majesty's  reign.  At 
about  the  end  of  January  the  committee  of  management 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties  made  various  appoint- 
ments to  the  staff  of  the  hospital.  As  the  jury  were  probably 
aware,  appointments  of  that  kind  were  purely  honorary  so 
far  as  pecuniary  remuneration  was  concerned,  yet  they  were 
highly  prized  by  the  profession,  inasmuch  as  not  only  was 
considerable  experience  obtained  from  them,  but  they  gave 
'the  holders  an  honourable  position.    As  he  had  stated,  at 
the  end  of  January  various  appointments  were  filled  up,  and 
the  plaintiff  was  selected  to  fill  the  post  of  surgeon  to  the 
'throat  department  of  the  hospital.    A  good  deal  of  corre- 
spondence would  be  read  in  the  course  of  the  case,  and  the 
first  letter  to  which  he  would  have  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  jury  was  one,  dated  January  31,  from  Mr.  Kenyon 
Genham,  the  secretary  to  the  hospital,  announcing  Mr. 
Millican 's  appointment,  and  stating  that  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
liminary rules  would  be  forwarded  to  him  in  due  course.  It 
appeared  that  members  of  the  medical  staff  became  ex-officio 
members  of  the  committee  of  management.    But  it  seemed 
that  certain  matters  connected  with  another  medical  in- 
stitution gave  rise  to  difficulties  which  formed  the  basis 
•of  the  present  action.    There  was  an  institution  known  as 
the  Infirmary  for  Consumption  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest  at 
26  Margaret  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  a  home  which  had 
•a  number  of  patrons  and  patronesses  of  high  position. 
'Upon  the  staff  of  the  St.  Margaret's  Home  there  were  gentle- 
men who  professed  to  practise  homoeopathy,  and  there  were 
■also  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession  who  were  allopaths, 
and  a  discussion  arose  between  the  two  sets.    He  did  not 
want  to  descend  into  details  in  connection  with  that  matter, 
'but  it  was  necessary  he  should  tell  them  that  certain  allo- 
paths who  had  been  on  the  staff  of  the  St.  Margaret's  Home 
declined  to  allow  their  names  to  be  connected  with  the 
institution  which  was  not  in  any  way  identified  with  the 
practice  of  the  profession  of  homoeopathy.    They  chose  to 
resign  their  positions ;  but  Mr.  Millican,  who  appeared  to 
have  recognised  no  such  necessity,  accepted  a  position  on  the 
staff  of  the  home,  and  it  could  not  be  suggested  that  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  that  office  were  in  any  way  incon- 
sistent with  the  proper  performance  of  his  duties  on  the  staff 
of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital.    But  the  committee  of  the 
•last-named  institution  chose  to  take  the  gravest  exception  to 
the  action   of   Mr.  Millican,  although  in  accepting  the 
-office  on  the  staff   of  the  St.  Margaret's  Home  he  had 
spoken  to  the  secretary  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital, 
who  said  there  could  be  no  serious  objection  to  the  step 
he  was  about  to  take.     But  after  all  it  appeared  that 
•hiss  acceptance  of  the  office  was  taken  exception  to,  for 
■on  May  5,  at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Thudichum,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  management  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee 
(Hospital,  a  meeting  of  committee  was  called  to  discuss  the 
question  whether  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
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profession  and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Queen's 
Jubilee  Hospital  that  members  of  the  medical  staff  should  be 
connected  with  institutions  in  which  homoeopathy  was  in  any 
way  countenanced.  At  that  meetiog  two  resolutions  were 
passed,  the  first  being  to  the  effect  that  the  profession  or 
practice  of  homicopathic  doctrines  should  not  be  allowed  by 
any  member  of  the  staff  of  the  hospital.  Mr.  Millican,  who 
was  present,  voted  for  that  resolution.  The  second  resolution 
was  as  follows  : — 

"  That  no  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital  be  con- 
nected with  a  homoeopathic  establishment,  or  with  any  institution 
in  which  homoeopathy  is  either  recognised,  or  an  optional  mode  of 
treating  the  sick,  or  at  which  avowed  or  known  homceopathists  are 
office-holders." 

That  resolution  was  not  supported  by  Mr.  Millican,  but  it 
was  carried  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  of  manage- 
ment. He  proposed  later  on  to  discuss  how  far  Mr.  Millican 
was  justified  in  resisting  the  carrying  of  any  such  illiberal 
resolution,  or  how  far  be  was  justified  in  resenting  any 
interference  with  him  upon  such  a  basis.  Subsequent  to 
that  meeting  a  letter  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Millican  by  the 
secretary,  asking  him  to  state  what  steps  he  intended  to  take 
to  conform  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  committee,  and  to 
state  that  the  Board  were  extremely  sorry  to  have  to  ask 
the  question,  but  the  resolution  passed  left  them  no  alter- 
native. Mr.  Millican  in  reply  said  he  was  unable  to  recognise 
the  effect  of  the  resolution  as  in  any  way  applicable  to  himself, 
and  he  regretted  on  behalf  of  the  hospital  that  it  had  been 
thought  fit  to  approach  the  subject  in  the  way  in  which  it 
had  been  approached  by  Dr.  Thudichum,  viz.,  by  a  resolution 
of  committee.  It  would  have  been  better,  he  thought,  when 
he  communicated  t6  Mr.  Benham,  as  the  founder  of  the 
Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital,  that  he  proposed  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  a  post  on  the  staff  of  the  Margaret  Street  Infir- 
mary, to  have  invited  a  friendly  and  informal  discussion 
between  himself  and  his  colleagues  on  this  subject.  If  it 
were  then  decided  by  the  general  opinion  that  his  position 
was  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital, 
he  would  have  made  no  demur  to  resigning  the  Margaret 
Street  appointment  as  being  subsequent  to  the  other.  There 
would  have  been  ample  time,  had  such  friendly  negotiations 
failed  in  their  object,  to  proceed  in  extremis  by  resolutions 
of  committee,  &c.    The  letter  continued  :  — 

"That  course,  however,  was  not  adopted,  and  I  must  distinctly  throwthe 
responsibility  of  any  trouble  or  complications  arising  out  of  the  present 
dispute  upon  your  adviser.  To  yield  now  would  be  to  admit  the  justice  of 
the  principles,  the  truth  of  the  statements  enunciated  by  Dr.  Thudichum  ; 
to  give  way  before  what  I  consider  an  illiberal,  a  tyrannical,  an  unjust  act 
of  oppression.  In  support  of  my  principles  I  discard  all  consideration  for 
my  own  personal  interests  without  the  slightest  regret.  It  is  with  much 
deeper  concern  that  I  see  the  interests  of  the  hospital,  I  fear  inextricably, 
involved.  To  resign  the  Margaret  Street  appointment  now  would  be  an  act' 
of  cowardice  and  treachery  :  to  resign  my  post  on  the  Queen's  Jubilee 
Hospital  would  be  to  acquiesce  in  the  passing  of  an  unmerited  censure  upon 
myself.  I  have  had  some  acquaintance  with  controversy  in  many  matters, 
but  even  in  politics  or  religion,  probably  hitherto  the  two  most  embittering 
subjects  thereof,  never  have  I  heard  such  acrimonious  and  sweeping  asser- 
tions as  have  been  advanced  by  Dr.  Thudichum  in  support  of  this  resolu- 
tion. To  assert,  as  he  did,  publicly,  in  moving  it  that  every  homoeopathic 
practitioner  is  '  a  conscious  fraud '  (or,  as  I  heard  him  otherwise  express  it 
in  ordinary  conversation,  is  c  a  liar  and  an  impostor a  statement  to  which 
he  expressly  admitted  'no  exceptions,'  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  evidence  of 
sheer  unreasoning  prejudice.'' 

One  of  the  rules  of  the  hospital  required  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  physicians  and  surgeons  should  be  for  one  year,  and 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  governors  at  the  next  annual, 
general,  or  special  meeting  which  shall  bs  held  subsequent  to 
such  appointment.  On  May  20,  after  some  other  letters  had 
passed,  the  secretary  wrote  informing  Mr.  Millican  that  the 
committee  had,  after  consideration  of  his  letter,  passed  a 
unanimous  vote  calling  upon  him  to  resign  his  appointment. 
Now  in  regard  to  those  resolutions  he  would  like  to  inter- 
polate a  few  observations.  Mr.  Millican  was  an  allopath  ; 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  join  in  any  resolution  which  had 
for  its  object  the  prohibition  of  the  practice  of  homceop\thy 
at  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital,  but  when  it  came  to  a 
stipulation  that  no  member  of  the  staff  of  that  hospital  should 
take  any  part  in  any  institution  in  which  homceopathy  was 
employed  in  any  capacity,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  that  was 
a  proper  position  for  him  to  assume  in  the  honourable  profession 
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which  he  had  taken  up.  Mr.  Millican's  position  was  fully 
explained  in  the  letter  of  May  15.  If  he  resigned  his 
position  in  connection  with  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital,  he 
held  that  he  would  be  castiDg  a  slur  upon  himself  in  his 
profession,  while  if  he  gave  up  the  honorary  position  he  had 
accepted  in  relation  to  the  St..  Margaret's  Home,  he  held  it 
■would  be  an  act  of  positive  cowardice.  Consequently,  on 
May  25  he  wrote  saying  "  that,  acting  under  legal  advice,  he 
did  not  see  his  way  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
committee,  and  must  leave  them  to  take  such  steps  as  they 
might  think  proper  in  the  matter."  The  reply  to  this  was  as 
follows  :  — 

The  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital, 

Gloucester^Terrace,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W., 
May  27, 1887. 

De.vr  Sir, — I  am  desired  by  my  Committee,'who  held  a  meeting  in  the 
board-room  yesterday,  to  inform  you  by  the  resolution  then  passed  that 
they  suspended  you  from  holding  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the  throat 
department  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital.  I  am  further  desired  by  my 
board  to  send  you  copies  of  the  resolutions^they  passed  at  the  meeting. 
I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)      Kenyon  Ben-ham, 
K.  Millican,  Esq.  Secretary. 

(  Copies.) 

1.  Proposed  by  Dr.  Thudichum  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Pearse : — 

"  That  the  entire  business  of  the  Committee  of  Management  be  rele- 
gated to  a  committee  consisting  of  Admiral  Sulivan,  E.  Q.  Derri- 
man,  Esq.,  E.  Blake  Church,  Esq.,  C.  T.  Paske,  Esq.,  Sidney  Phipson, 
Esq.,  Dr.  Thudichum,  Dr.  F.  Pearse,  R.'Pitzroy  Benham,  Esq., 
Basil  Woodd  Walker,  Esq.,  and  the  Secretary."  (Carried.) 

2.  Proposed  by  Dr.  Thudichum  and  seconded  by  Dr 
Pearse  :  — 

"  That  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Millican's  disregard  of  the  resolve  of  the 
committee,  asking  him  to  resign  his  appointment,  he  be  suspended 
from  his  duties  of  Surgeon  to  the_  Throat  Department  of  the 
Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital. 

"  That  the  duties  of  Surgeon  to  the  Throat  Department  be  undertaken 
until  further  notice  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Hospital. 

"That  an  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Throat  Depart- 
ment be  made. 

"  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  _to  inform  Mr.  Millican  of  these 
[i  resolutions.'  (Carried.) 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  first  of  the  resolutions,  he  should 
point  out  that  it  really  meant  that  Mr.  Millican  was  excluded 
from  actirg  on  the  committee  ot  management. 

Sir  Henry  James  :  Out  of  mercy  for  him.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Lockwood  replied  that  it  probably  might  have  been 
out  of  a  feeling  that  he  should  not  be  called  upon  to  assist 
in  his  own  execution,  and  that  it  was  a  delicate  feeling  for 
which  he  gave  the  committee  full  credit.  The  remainder 
of  the  correspondence  was  practically  formal.  Mr.  Millican, 
not  wishing  that  there  should  be  any  scene,  wrote  asking  if 
he  would  be  prevented  by  force  from  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  he  was  informed  in  reply  that  the  duties  would  be 
performed  by  some  one  else.  Consequently,  as  he  did  not 
wish  to  caus-e  any  unseemly  disturbance,  he  did  not  present 
himself  at  the  hospital.  He  had  now  given  the  jury  briefly 
the  history  of  the  case.  The  case  he  had  to  put  was  this. 
A  man  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  an  appointment 
which  for  one  year  at  any  rate  would  enable  him  to  be  asso- 
ciate:! honourably  with  a  charitable  institution.  But  he  had 
been  prevented  deriving  the  benefits  of  that  appointment, 
and  he  came  there  asking  at  their  hands  damages  for  the 
indignity  and  slur  which  had  been  cast  on  him.  He  was 
not  asking  for  excessive  or  intemperate  damages,  but  he  had 
felt  bound  to  bring  the  action  in  order  to  vindicate  his 
professional  character,  by  courting  a  public  investigation  into 
the  course  which  'he  defendants  had  seen  fit  to  take. 

The  Judge  :  Do  you  argue  that  the  committee  had  no 
power  of  suspension  '/ 

Mr.  Lock  wood :  In  the  matter  in  which  they  acted  I 
submit  they  had  no  power  to  suspend. 

Sir  Henry  James  said  all  the  parties  in  this  case  had  a 
common  object  in  connection  with  the  hospital,  and  that  was 
to  do  good  to  persons  in  need  of  medical  relief.  The  plaintiff 
was  complaining  that  his  dismissal  was  a  slur  upon  his  cha- 


racter, but  there  was  not  the  slightest  wish  to  suggest  any- 
thing of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  committee.  He  suggested 
that  no  good  could  accrue  from  pressing  the  case.  There  was- 
no  damage  to  the  plaintiff's  character,  he  could  not  possibly 
recover  any  money  in  respect  of  such  alleged  damage,  anc3. 
the  jury  certainly  had  no  power  to  grant  the  injunction  asked 
for.    Indeed,  he  did  not  understand  his  friend  pressed  it. 

Mr.  Lockwood  :  Oh  yes,  I  do.  I  did  not  refer  to  that,,, 
however,  because  it  is  a  matter  for  the  court,  and  not  for  the- 
jury- 
Sir  Henry  James  :  Cannot  there  be  some  solution  satis- 
factory to  all  the  parties  1  There  can  be  only  one  ending  to- 
this  case. 

Mr.  Lockwood  :  I  entirely  differ  from  that  view. 

The  Judge  :  The  first  point  is,  had  the  committee  power  tc  • 
act  as  they  did  1 

Mr.  Lockwood :  I  submit  that  they  had  not  in  respect  of 
the  matter  for  which  this  gentleman  was  suspended. 

Sir  Henry  James  :  One  of  my  defences  is  that  they  had 
control  over  the  hospital  in  all  things. 

The  Judge  :  What  were  their  powers  ? 

Mr.  Lockwood  said  the  answer  to  that  was  found  in.' 
Rule  6  (which  defined  the  constitution  of  the  committee  ofr 
management)  and  Eule  8  (quoted  above).  As  to  the  last- 
named  rule,  as  the  period  for  the  annual  meeting  had  not  ■ 
arrived,  there  had  not  been  an  opportunity  for  the  governors 
to  confirm  Mr.  Millican's  appointment.  Then  under  Eule  S' 
the  committee  of  management  were  empowered  to  make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  internal  administration  of  the 
hospital  and  the  duties  of  the  medical  staff.  In  none  of  the 
rules  was  there  power  to  suspend.  The  only  other  rule  ger- 
mane to  the  case  was  one  giving  power  to  vary  and  add  to 
existing  rules. 

Sir  H.  James :  Eule  8  gives  the  power  of  appointment,  and 
one  of  my  points  is  that  under  that  rule  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Millican  has  never  been  confirmed  or  completed  as  pro- 
vided by  the  rule. 

Mr.  Lockwood :  He  had  notice  of  his  appointment  on 
January  31, 1887, by  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  hospital,, 
and  he  actually  takes  part  in  a  subsequent  committee  meet- 
ing. I  say  that  is  evidence  of  his  appointment.  I  submit 
that  the  committee  had  no  power  to  summarily  dismiss  Mr.. 
Millican  from  his  appointment  before  the  opportunity  of  con-- 
firming  it  had  arrived. 

The  Judge :  Have  the  committee  no  power  to  remove  a . 
member  of  the  staff  under  the  rules  ? 

Mr.  Lockwood  :  None,  my  lord. 

Sir  Henry  James  said  his  contention  was  that  the  com- 
mittee had  power,  from  the  fact  that  to  them  was  entrusted 
the  government  of  the  hospital.  Under  the  rules  the  com- 
mittee had  power  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
management  of  the  hospital,  and  they  had  a  perfect  right  to 
say  that  any  member  of  the  staff  should  not  do  certain  things . 
or  hold  certain  positions.  Aud  that  being  so,  surely  there 
was  an  inherent  right  in  the  governing  body  to  see  that  their 
regulations  were  carried  out.  In  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
servant  they  would  have  been  perfectly  justified  in  discharg- 
ing him  for  infringing  the  rules.  Did  his  friend  suggest  the 
committee  had  not  power  to  pass  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  Lockwood :  I  submit  it  was  not  a  rule  or  regulation. 

It  was  here  proposed  to  call  Mr.  Millican, but  his  lordship- 
suggested  that  it  was  unnecessary,  questions  of  law,  and  not 
of  fact,  being  involved. 

Sir  Henry  James  said  his  first  point  would  be  that  Mr, 
Millican  was  never  properly  appointed ;  and  the  fact  that 
the  founder  of  the  hospital,  Mr.  Benham,  wrote  and  stated 
that  there  was  such  an  appointment  did  not  make  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  management  parties  to  any  such 
contract.  Next  there  came  the  question  whether  the  re- 
quirements had  been  carried  out,  and  here  again  it  was  not 
contested  that  the  appointment  had  not  been  confirmed  as- 
provided  by  the  rules.  It  was  also  well  to  bear  in  mind- 
that  under  Eule  17  the  committee  of  management  had  power 
to  alter  certain  of  the  rules.  But  he  wished,  before  proceed- 
ing further,  to  add  to  the  facts.  On  April  30  one  of  the 
defendants,  Mr.  Thudichum,  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mr. 
Millican,  pointing  out  that  several  members  of  the  staff 
objected  to  his  connection  with  the  St.  Margaret's  Institu- 
tion (where  homoeopathy  was  practised),  as  incompatible 
with  the  interests  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  Hospital,  and  sug- 
gesting that  he  should  resign  the  appointment  at  St.  Mar- 
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garet's  Home,  or  at  any  rate  ttiat  he  should  pin  his  flag  to 
one  of  the  two  institutions.  Again,  on  that  day  Mr.  Benham 
wrote  to  Mr.  Millican  suggesting  that  he  should  consult  with 
his  colleagues  before  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  thus 
avoid  a  long  discussion  at  the  meeting.  It  was  only  due  to  the 
defendants  to  point  out  these  facts,  and  show  that  the  action 
of  the  committee  was  not  sprung  on  the  plaintiff.  His  next 
point  was  that  there  was  no  ground  on  which  damages  could 
be  claimed,  as  the  plaintiff  received  no  pecuniary  return  for 
■his  services.  "  Sedgwick  on  Damages,"  8th  ed.  page  439,  was 
a  clear  authority  on  that  point.  Finally,  he  would  point  out 
that  the  plaintiff  had  not  yet  been  dismissed ;  he  had  only 
been  suspended,  and  his  name  was  still  before  the  public  as 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  management.  He  submitted 
that  the  committee  had  it  in  their  discretion  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  hospital,  that  they 
exercised  that  discretion  in  a  how!  fide  manner,  and  that  they 
had  not  the  slightest  animus  against  the  plaintiff  personally. 
There  was  nothing  for  which  the  jury  could  assess  one  far- 
thing damages. 

The  Judge  :  An  injunction  is  asked  for  as  well  as  damages. 

Sir  Henry  James :  I  am  prepared  to  meet  that,  but  as  my 
fiiend  did  not  mention  it  I  thought  I  would  let  "a  dog  in 
that  condition  lie."  (Laughter.)  I  shall  submit  it  is  not  in 
'the  power  of  the  court  to  grant  an  injunction,  and  in  support 
■of  that  I  cite  Kigby  v.  Connon,  14  Chancery  Div.  page  482. 

Mr.  Lockwood :  I  say  that  case  applies  more  properly  to 
another  case  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  courts.  I 
-submit  that  these  gentlemen  (the  defendants)  properly 
exercised  their  power  under  the  rules  not  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  this  gentleman  as  a  servant,  but  to  appoint 
him  to  the  position  of  staff  surgeon.  But  they  had  no  power 
to  suspend  him,  and  I  say  they  have  now  improperly  taken 
■upon  themselves  to  forbid  his  attendance  at  the  hospital. 
That  is  the  wrong  of  which  he  complains,  and  the  question 
of  damages  for  the  injury  so  sustained  is  one  which  may 
be  properly  left  for  the  jury. 

The  Judge  (to  Sir  Henry  James)  :  How  could  the  commit- 
*ee  by  resolution  suspend  the  plaintiff  if  he  were  not  ap- 
pointed ? 

Sir  Henry  James  :  Taking  a  legal  view  of  the  case,  I  say  his 
appointment  was  never  completed. 

The  Judge  (to  Mr.  Lockwood)  :  What  you  want  is  an  in- 
junction. You  do  not  want  money.  Yoti  will  give  up  the 
question  of  damage.  I  think  you  had  better  go  for  an  in- 
junction only. 

Mr.  Lockwood  suggested  that  if  he  abandoned  the  claim 
for  damages,  and  his  learned  friend  succeeded  in  persuading 
-another  tribunal  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  an  injunction, 
then  he  might  be  prejudiced  by  having  abandoned  the  claim 
for  damages. 

The  Judge:  But  you  are  not  asking  for  more  than  nominal 
damages  ? 

Mr.  Lockwood  :  Certainly  not,  my  lord. 

The  Judge :  And  you,  Sir  Henry,  agree  to  my  awarding 
nominal  damages  if  I  find  it  right  ? 

Sir  Henry  James  :  Yes,  my  lord ;  while  protesting  that 
none  can  be  given,  we  do  not  object  to  that. 

The  Judge  :  Then  there  is  no  use  keeping  the  jury  ;  they 
can  be  discharged. 

Mr.  Dickens  then  addressed  the  judge  in  support  of  the 
claim  for  an  injunction,  and  cited  the  case  of  Laoouchere  v. 
the  Earl  of  Wharncliffe  in  support  of  his  contention  that  if  a 
•committee  of  a  club  committed  an  act  which  they  had  no 
power  or  authority  to  do,  an  injunction  could  be  obtained. 

Sir  Henry  James:  But  the  plaintiff  in  that  case  had  a 
money  interest. 

Mr.  Dickens  :  And  so  had  the  plaintiff  in  this  case;  hs 
had  paid  his  subscription  to  the  hospital. 

Sir  Henry  James :  But  the  subscription  was  to  enable  him 
to  become  a  governor,  which  he  still  is.  It  was  not  to  secure 
the  office  of  surgeon. 

The  Judge :  I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  that 
point.  I  will  take  time  to  consider  my  judgment  in  this 
case. 

The  coart  then  rose. 


Hop  Bittees. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  Chancery  Division,  on 
December  9,  before  Mr.  Justice  Sterling,  Mr."  Swinfen  Eady 


said  he  had  a  motion  in  the  action  of  The  Hop  Birters  Com- 
pany v.  Fisher,  but  it  was  arranged  that  it  should  stai_d  ovjr 
until  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  (21st  mst.).  Counsel  on  tlie 
other  side  had  arranged  to  deliver  copies  of  affidavits  on 
Thursday  next,  and  the  plaintiffs  would  deliver  their  copies 
of  affidavits  in  reply  on  Tuesday  morning  (20th  inst.).  His 
Lordship  ordered  the  motion  to  stand  over.  Mr.  Swinfen 
Eady  also  said  that  in  the  action  of  The  Hop  Bitters  Com- 
pany v.  Beck,  there  was  a  motion  to  commit.  On  behalf  of 
the  defendant  time  was  required  to  answer  affidavits.  The 
answers  would  be  delivered  on  Thursday,  and  the  replies  on 
Tuesday,  December  20.  This  motion  was  also  ordered  to 
stand  over  until  Wednesday,  December  21. 


Gazetting  a  Dissolution  of  Partnership. 

On   December  3,  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  Messrs. 
Burgoyne,  Burbidges,  Cyriay  &  Earries,  wholesale  druggists, 
16  Coleman  Street,  E.C.,  sued  Mr.  Napoleon  I'rice  for  goods 
supplied  during  1886  and  1887  to  the  order  of  Napoleon 
I'rice  &  Co.,  perfumers,  &c.,  George  Yard,  Lombard  Street, 
and  Old  Bond  Street.    There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  goods 
having  been  supplied  to  the  firm  of  Napoleon  Price  &  Co.,  or 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  amount  claimed,  but  defendant 
deposed  that  he  ceased  to  have  any  connection  with  ihe  firm 
in  June,  1885,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his 
partner,  Mr.  Barrett,  and  entered  into  a  covenant  with  him 
not  to  use  the  name  "Napoleon"  in  any  future  business 
transactions.    The  dissolution  of  partnership  was  duly  ad- 
vertised in  the    Gazette,  but  no  notice  was  sent  out  to 
customers  or  creditors  by  circular,  and  the  same  form  of 
billheads  and  memorandums  was  continued.    The  plaintiffs 
continued  to  supply  goods  to  the  firm  of  Napoleon  Price  k. 
Co.,  as  they  had  done  before,  and  it  was  for  articles  supplied 
to  them  subsequent  to  the  dissolution  that  they  now  sought 
to  make  the  defendant  personally  liable.    After  leaving  the 
old  business  the  defendant   opened    a    new  business  in 
Pentonville  B,oad,  in  the  name  of  N.  Price  &  Co.    In  January, 
1886,  requiring  certain  goods,  he  called  at  the  plaintiffs ' 
warehouse,  explained  to  one  of  the  ledger  clerks  that  he 
had  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  Napoleon  Price  &  Co.,  and  had 
commenced  business  independently  of  that  firm,  and  re- 
quested to  be  supplied  with  what  he  requited.    The  clerk 
left  the  room,  apparently  to  consult  with  his  employer?,  and 
on  his  return  he  informed  Mr.  Price,  much  to  his  annoyance, 
that  he  could  not  have  the  articles  on  credit,  and  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  he  must  pay  cash.    He  therefore  at  once 
gave  a  cheque  for  the  amount  (21.  10s.),  which  he  signed 
"  Rees  P.  N.  Price."    He  was  refused  credit,  though  it  now 
appeared  that  they  continued  to  trust  the  old  firm  as  before. 
It  was  not  until  Mr.  Barrett  got  into  difficulties  that  they 
called  upon  defendant  to  be  responsible  for  goods  supplied  in 
1836-87.    In  cross-examination,  Mr.  Price  stated  that  he  sold 
his  business  in  Pentonville  Road  also  to  Mr.  Barrett,  after  he 
had  been  there  some  time,  and  commenced  business  in 
another  place.    Mr.  Melsheimer,  who  appeared  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, argued  that  a  notice  of  dissolution  inserted  in  the 
Gazette  was  insufficient  in  itself,  and  cited  a  case  in  which  it 
had  been  held  that,  although  it  would  bind  new  customers, 
it  would  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  old  customers  unless 
it  was  shown  that  the  notice  had  been  brought  home  to  them. 
Mr.  Stansfeld,  for  the  defendant,  remarked  that  was  a 
very  old  case,  and  an  advertisement  in  the  Gazcitc  now  was 
a  different  thing  from  what  it  was  when  that  decision  was 
given,  inasmuch  as  all  notices  of  dissolutions  of  partnerships, 
bankruptcies,  and  other  official  notices  were  now  cojoied  into 
all  the  daily  papers,  and  into  the  trade  journals  and  trade 
circulars,  which  were  studied  and  read  for  their  own  protec- 
tion by  every  firm  of  standing.     Therefore  it  was  almost 
incredible  that  the  dissolution  of  Napoleon  Price  &  Co.,  so  far 
as  regarded  the  defendant,  did  not  come  uuder  the  notice  of 
one  of  the  partners  of  the  plaintiffs'  firm,  or  one  of  their  chief 
clerks,  and  if  any  one  of  those  persons  saw  it,  it  was  ample 
notice.    But  in  this  case  they  had  not  to  rely  on  that  alone, 
as  they  had  the  testimony  of  the  defendant  that  he  himself 
had  informed  one  of  the  plaintiffs'  principal  clerks  that  he  had 
left  the  firm,  and  had  a  very  unpleasant  recollection  of  the 
interview.    After  a  lengthy  argument,  the  learned  Assistant 
•ludgeleft  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  dissolution  of 
partnership  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  plaintiffs  ; 
and  they  returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 
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THE  "SANITAS"  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
v.  GEORGE  CONDY. 

On  October  27,  1887,  an  injunction  was  granted,  with  costs,  by  the 
Chancery  Division  ot  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  restraining  the  Defendant, 
his  servants  and  agents,  from  infringing  the  Company's  registered  trade- 
mark "  Sanitas  "  by  any  use  of  the  term  "  Sanitas,"  as  applied  to  deodorant 
disinfectant,  or  antiseptic  preparations,  snaps  and  like  substances,  and 
from  advertising  or  exposing  for  sale,  or  selling  or  procuring  to  be  sold,  any 
deodorant,  disinfectant,  or  antiseptic  preparation  not  of  the  Company's 
manufacture,  under  the  name  of  "Sanitas"  or  "Saritant,''  or  "Condi 
Sanitas,"  or  "  Condy's  Sanitant,"  or  under  any  other  name  of  -which  the 
word  "  Sanitas  "  or  "  Sanitant,"  or  any  compound  or  colourable  imitation 
of  ttie  word  "Sanitas,"  forms  part,  or  from,  in  any  other  way,  infringing 
the  Company's  said  trade-maric. 


All  persons  are  cautioned  against  committing  anv  infringement  of  the 
Company's  registered  trade-mark  "  Sanitas,"  as  in  all  cases  of  infringement 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Company  proceedings  will  be  at  once  in- 
stituted for  the  protection  of  their  rights. 


1/1/ i/F  i/<Ul/i 

1  THE  QUEEN  OF  TABLE  WATERS." 


"  The  famous  Natural  Mineral  Water  of  the 
Apollinaris  Spring  continues  to  hold  the  leading  position 
among  table  waters  in  this  country  as  in  America."— 
British  Medical  Journal,  21th  August,  1887.  K 


Bruises 

chest  colds 
SoRETHROATfrcm  Cold-stiffness 


Prepared  only  by  ELLIMAN  SONSa.C?Slou&Mng.[ 


IN  GLASS. 

The  "  VIKING  "  Essences  are  guaranteed  perfectly 
pure.    They  are  drlicious  to  tivi  palate,  stimulating 
to  the  digestion,  and  can  be  immcdiat  ly  assimilated. 
Most  be/ajicial  in  all  cases  of  exhaustion. 
Price  List,  Samples  and  Analysis  from 

The  VIKING  FOOD  &  ESSENCE  CO.,  Ld. 

28  Hearn  Street,  London,  E.C.  [2] 


OODHALL  SPA 

IODINE    MINERAL  WATEB* 

The  strongest  known  Iodine  Water  in  the  World. 

This  remarkable  Sna  has  been  purchased  by  a  Syndicate  of  gentlemen  who  have 
iete' mined  to  nuke  mire  widely  known  the  extraordinary  curative  powers  of  this 
spring,  which  couuins  more  Iodine  and  Bromine  than  any  spring  in  Europe— 

And,  we  may  safely  add,  in  any  part  of  the  World."— -Dr.  Cufte,  tor  many  years 
'.ate  resident  Physician  at  Woodhall  Spa. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  having  been  made  in  November,  1886,  by  Profassor 
Wanfclyn  M  R.C.S.,  corresponding  member  of  the  Boyal  Bavarian  Academy  Oi 
Btflences,  Professor  of  chemistry,  a  very  important  discovery  has  been  made,  viz.. 
the  presence  of  Free  or  Elementary  Iodine. 

Dr.  Wanklyn  says—"  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  free, 
v  S?  j1  11  found  in  appreciable  quantity  in  a  natural  water.  For  many  yeare- 
jnc  Woodhall  Spa  has  been  celebrated  as  a  valuable  remedy  in  skin  diseases.  The 
tact  that  it  is  a  solution  of  free  Iodine  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  and  well 
"Qrthy  ot  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession." 

The  Woodhall  Bromo  Iodine  Woter  is  now  beinp  bottled  at  the  Spring  by  the. 
bole  Agents,  BROMLEY  at  CO.,  Chemists,  233  Kigh  Street,  Lincoln,  5  &  6  The 
brrove,  Buxton  and  ut  Woodhall.  All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  them  at 
*«  a™.  Wonrlhall  Horncastle. 


and  2/9,  is  regularly  stocked  by  the  "Wholesale  Houses. 
USUAL  TRADE  TERMS. 
DEPOT  FOB  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM : 

.  BICHTER  ft  CO , 1 1ST  FeBchurcii  St.,  London,  EC. 
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BE  SEABURY  &  JOHNSON'S  Advertisement  of  INDIA- 
RUBBER  POROUS  AND  SPREAD  PLASTERS  on  page  46. 


55  Bold  Street,  Liverpool,  Dec.  14,  1887. 


It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  certain  parties  are 
Advertising  and  Selling  TOOTH  POWDER,  TOILET' 
POWDER,  ANTISEPTIC  TOILET  SOAP,  and  BROWN 
WINDSOR  SOAP,  marked  with  the  words  "Sanitas. 
Sanitatis  Omnia  Sanitas"  in  a  Garter — that  being 
a  colourable  imitation  of  our  Registered  Trade  Mark,, 
"  SANITAS  SANITATUM  OMNIA  SANITAS,"  in  a. 
Circle,  No.  1,312 — we  hereby  give  notice  that  any  peraon 
selling  such  articles  so  marked,  unless  purchased  from  us5. 
will  be  immediately  proceeded  against. 


OTES. 


COLLAPSE    OF    THE  RESEARCH. 
LABORATORY  SCHEME. 

In  May,  1884,  Mr.  Giles  brought  before  the  annual  meeting; 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  a  proposal  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  laboratory  for  original  research,  one  of  the  chief 
duties  of  which  should  be  to  prove  to  the  world  how  much* 
better  qualified  the  Society  was  to  produce  a  Pharmacopoeia 
than  the  General  Medical  Council,  which,  however,  persisted 
in  ignoring  its  humbler  brother.  It  occurred  to  some  of  the^ 
luminaries  of  the  Council  that  by  adopting  this  suggestion 
they  would  be  virtually  admitting  that  in  the  pre-laboratory 
days  they  had  not  been  justified  in  demanding  an  official 
share  in  the  production  of  the  National  Pharmacopoeia,  so  for 
the  moment  the  suggestion  was  shelved.  But  the  President 
intimated  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  proposal  and  would 
put  it  through  when  the  proper  time  arrived.  In  July,  1885, 
the  President  brought  up  the  subject  in  the  Council,  and 
sketched  in  a  glowiDg  speech  the  benefits  which  would  be 
bestowed  on  the  public,  and  the  glory  which  would  be 
reflected  on  the  Society,  by  setting  to  work  in  a  systematic 
manner  to  discover  things.    The  Council  were  generally  in 
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favour  of  the  proposition,  and  they  instructed  a  committee 
to  work  out  a  scheme.  The  committee  were  soon  after 
required  to  consider  the  possibility  of  so  extending  or  adapt- 
ing the  scheme  as  to  make  it  applicable  also  to  the  teaching 
of  what  may  be  called  the  higher  developments  of  phar- 
macy. 

In  March,  1886,  the  scheme  of  the  committee  was  hatched. 
It  was  a  magnificent  affair.  The  Council  were  to  have 
supreme  direction,  then  there  was  to  be  a  committee,  next  a 
director,  then  a  director's  assistant,  and  finally  workers. 
The  investigations  were  to  be  decided  by  the  director  and 
the  committee ;  but  it  was  stipulated  that  no  inquiry 
should  have  a  direct  commercial  object.  Provision  was  to  be 
made  for  the  publication  of  the  discoveries  which  were  to 
come,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  scheme  was 
ominously  expounded  in  thirteen  sections.  The  President 
again  pictured  the  happiness  which  the  laboratory  was  to 
bring,  and  in  answer  to  some  inquiries,  stated  that  he 
reckoned  the  cost  of  maintaining  such  a  luxury  would  be 
about  500Z.  a  year.  The  plan  was  agreed  to  in  a  general 
way  and  the  new  departure  was  announced  in  the  Council's 
annual  report  in  May,  1886,  as  a  fixed  decision. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  year  the  ground  lease  of  the 
premises  15  and  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  and  of  apiece  of  land 
in  the  rear,  was  acquired  ;  on  the  latter  the  erection  of  a  new 
building  was  commenced,  and  is  now  approaching  comple- 
tion ;  in  this  were  to  be  provided  an  examination  hall  and 
laboratories  for  research.  The  whole  of  this  magnificert 
expenditure  obviously  grew  out  of  the  suggestion  made  by 
Mr.  Giles.  But  it  is  at  least  fair  to  that  gentleman  to  add 
that,  as  far  as  we  know,  he  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  such  an 
extraordinary  development  of  his  perfectly  reasonable  idea. 
What  he  advocated  was  that  the  Society  should  spend  a  part 
of  its  surplus  income,  which  might  be  taken  at  that  time  at 
some  1,5001.  a  year,  in  some  appropriate  method  of  promoting 
pharmaceutical  research.  The  sum  of  5001.  a  year,  which 
was  at  first  estimated  as  the  cost  of  carrying  out  this  plan, 
was  a  large  slice  of  the  annual  profit,  but  it  was  well  within 
the  means  of  the  Society,  and  no  one  criticised  it  much  on 
the  score  of  extravagance.  But,  however  a  body  of  men, 
acquainted  presumably  with  the  elementary  laws  of  figures, 
could  have  committed  themselves  to  the  scheme  which  was 
plotted  in  secret  committees,  and  which  came  before  the 
Society  generally  last  May,  baffles  comprehension.  They  had 
some  30.000Z.  in  their  trust  as  the  accumulated  property  of 
the  Society.  They  are  erecting  a  new  building,  which  must 
cost  between  6,000/.  and  10.000Z.  ;  they  have  engaged  to  do 
something,  we  do  not  know  exactly  what,  with  the  other  two 
houses  they  have  taken  in  Bloomsbury  Square ;  they  have 
thus  knocked  off  two  or  three  or  four  hundred  a  year  from 
their  annual  income,  and  their  new  rent  and  other  expenses 
connected  with  new  property  must  largely  increase  their  ex- 
penditure. It  did  not  need  a  financier  to  perceive  that  they 
had  not  got  the  funds  to  equip  the  laboratory  and  set  it 
going;  we  have  pointed  out  that  fact  again  and  again,  and 
at  last  a  recognition  of  the  state  of  affairs  seems  to  have 
reached  the  Council.  There  was  a  significant  passage  in  our 
report  of  the  Council  meeting  last  week.  In  one  of  the  com- 
mittee reports  it  was  stated  that  "  the  research  laboratory 
matter  had  been  discussed,  and  a  draft  scheme  considered, 
amended,  and  adjourned  for  further  consideration."  Mr. 
Hampson  did  not  think  that  was  a  faithful  report  of  what 
had  been  done.  Afterwards  he  said  he  meant  "it  was  not  a 
complete  report.  They  had  discussed  the  financial  means 
available  for  the  scheme,  and  the  President  bad  brought 
forward  figures  which  showed  exactly  the  financial  position 
O-  the  Society  He  considered  that  these  were  very  important 
and  he  expected  they  would  have  been  given.    The  President 


said  the  matter  would  be  reported  when  the  Committee  had 
concluded  its  labours."  But  what  the  members  of  the  Society 
were  not  to  be  told  was  announced  by  BIr.  Atkins  to  a  dozen 
chemists'  assistants  on  the  following  evening.  In  his  address, 
which  we  reported  last  week,  he  told  his  hearers  with  a  great 
deal  of  ornamental  rhetoric,  the  simple  fact  that  the  research 
laboratory  scheme  "  would  have  to  be  limited  by  the  avail- 
able resources  of  the  Society."  He  hoped  they  would  be  able 
to  carry  out  a  tentative  scheme,  but  for  the  present  they  had 
to  abandon  their  grand  idea  for  the  prosaic  reason  that  they 
had  not  got  the  money. 

No  one  is  going  to  mourn  much  over  the  shattered  plan. 
We  may  have  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  some  new  alkaloids, 
and  a  few  people  will  miss  positions  of  scientific  dignity  to 
which  they  had  hoped  to  attain.  But  the  Society's  resources 
will  be  very  seriously  crippled ;  the  reputation  of  this  Council 
as  an  administrative  body  ought  to  be  utterly  ruined,  and 
Mr.  Carteighe,  who  is  mainly  responsible,  has  added  one 
more  to  his  long  series  of  brilliant  failures. 


THE  PRODUCTION  OF  CINCHONA. 
In  our  trade  report  we  publish  a  letter  from  our  Amsterdam 
correspondent  on  the  impending  increase  in  the  cinchona 
supply  from  Java.  Our  correspondent  is  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  Dutch  cinchona 
market  ever  since  the  Java  planters  commenced  to  ship  bark 
to  the  mother  country,  and  his  statements  deserve  attention 
as  coming  from  one  who  has  made  cinchona  a  special  study. 
Our  correspondent  anticipates  that  in  the  seasons  1889  and 
1890  enormous  quantities  of  exceptionally  rich  Java  bark 
will  be  shipped  to  Europe.  This  bark  is  now  growing  in  the 
private  plantations  of  the  island,  of  which  there  are  more 
than  sixty,  and  within  eighteen  months  of  the  present  time 
the  trees  planted  between  1879  and  1882  will  be  ready  for 
shipping.  Each  tree  is  expected  to  yield  on  an  average 
1|  kilo,  of  bark  containing  from  6  to  10  per  cent,  quinine. 
In  addition  to  these  shipments  for  the  near  future,  a  more 
remote  period  is  to  be  provided  for  by  the  raising  of  afc 
least  300,000  Zedgeriana  and  Hrjbrid  cinchonas  from, 
the  seed  of  trees  of  which  several  parcels  of  bark, 
sold  at  the  last  public  sales  in  Amsterdam,  were  found  to 
contain  an  average  of  10  per  cent,  of  quinine.  It  is,  there- 
fore, quite  possible  that  within  a  couple  of  years  Java  will 
absolutely  dominate  the  cinchona  market ;  for,  although  her 
exports  may  not  attain  the  fifteen  million  standard  of  recent 
Ceylon  shipments,  their  lack  in  bulk  will  be  made  good,  and 
more,  by  their  alkaloidal  richness.  The  harvesting  and 
shipping  expenses  of  this  rich  bark  will  not,  of  course,  be 
higher  than  those  of  the  poorest  varieties.  Ceylon  planters 
will  do  well,  therefore,  to  seriously  ask  themselves  whether 
they  have  any  prospect  of  holding  their  own  against  such 
competition  as,  according  to  our  correspondent's  letter,  is 
looming  near  at  hand  ? 

The  estimates  which  are  now  given  of  the  exports  of  bark 
from  Ceylon  during  the  season  1887-88  will  probably  prove 
to  be  as  wide  of  the  result  as  those  of  previous  years  have 
been.  The  crop  for  1884-85  was  estimated  at  8,500,000  lbs. 
it  yielded  nearly  11,700,000  lbs.  That  for  the  season 
following  was  fixed,  by  the  most  competent  judges,  at 
9,000,000  lbs. ;  it  gave  nearly  15,400,000  lbs.  Undeterred  by 
these  failures,  the  knowing  ones  asserted  positively  that  in.. 
1886-87  not  more  than  11,000,000  lbs.  would  leave  the  island- 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  nearly  14,400,000  lbs.  were  exported. 
For  this  season  the  "  straight  tip  "  is  9,500,000  lbs.,  but  we- 
shall  not  be  surprised  to  find,  eleven  months  hence,  that  the 
Ceylon  wiseacres  are  no  better  prophets  of  their  bark  ship- 
ments than  are  sporting  editors  of  the  winning  animals- at 
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horse  races.  The  fact  is  that  the  Ceylon  cinchona  trees 
resemble  the  London  unemployed,  in  that  no  proper  census 
has  ever  been  taken  o£  their  number.  In  the  eyes  of  the 
confident  "  bear,"  they  are  numerous  as  the  sand  by  the  sea 
shore  ;  while  the  knowing  "  bull "  is  equally  full  of  mysterious 
■rumours  of  wholesale  uprootings,  and  triumphantly  points  to 
reports  of  the  burnirjg  of  trees  in  the  field  because  it  no 
longer  pays  to  strip  them.  It  is  certainly  remarkable  that 
from  October  1  (the  beginning  of  the  season)  up  to  No- 
vember 25  the  bark  exports  from  Ceylon  only  amounted 
to  1,232,000  lbs.,  or  little  more  than  half  of  the  ship- 
ments in  the  corresponding  period  of  1885-86 ;  but  since 
then  the  news  of  the  advance  of  quinine  in  London  has 
reached  Colombo,  and  only  if  the  reduction  in  shipments 
should  be  maintained  in  the  face  of  the  temptation  caused 
by  the  higher  London  prices  may  we  conclude  that  ship- 
ments are  likely  to  remain  permanently  on  the  decline.  But 
the  odds  are  that  the  Ceylon  shippers,  as  they  have  always 
done  before  under  similar  circumstances,  will  consider  only 
the  possibility  of  immediate  gain,  and  begin  to  ship  in  all 
haste  in  the  hope  of  participating  in  the  rise.  The 
Colombo  market,  before  the  recent  advance  in  London, 
was  thoroughly  demoralised.  The  usual  public  sales 
had  not  been  held  for  many  weeks  and  the  ordinary 
varieties  of  bark  were  absolutely  unsaleable.  But,  as  a 
■Ceylon  contemporary  very  pertinently  observes,  cinchona 
is  not  so  much  a  crop  as  a  reserve,  of  which  the  planter  pro- 
duces much  or  little  as  he  pleases,  or  as  exigencies  demand. 
Now  is  it  not,  wc  will  not  say  likely,  but  at  least  possible, 
that  the  Ceylon  planters,  if  they  should  once  become 
thoroughly  convinced  that  in  a  few  years  they  must  suc- 
cumb to  the  Java  competition,  will  \  prefer  to  harvest  their 
barks  while  they  still  fetch  any  money  at  all,  and  flood  our 
market  with  as  much  as  they  can  possibly  get  away,  turning 
their  attention  to  other  crops,  the  steady  rise  in  the  value  of 
which  promises  a  surer  reward  than  the  treacherous  cin- 
chona ?  Whatever  may  be  the  case,  we  confess  that  we  cannot 
share  the  sanguine  views  entertained  in  many  quarters  of 
improved  values  of  the  cinchona  alkaloids.  A  ring  among 
the  quinine-makers  may,  indeed,  have  the  effect  of  artificially 
raising  the  value,  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  the 
consumption  of  quinine  is  certainly  not  increasing  in  larger 
proportion  than  the  production  of  the  alkaloid  in  the  bark, 
and  of  the  latter,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  enough  will  be  forth- 
coming from  different  countries  to  keep  prices  at  the  lowest 
possible  level  consistent  with  a  moderate  profit  to  the  grower. 


THE    FUTURE    OF  QUICKSILVER. 

■Quicksilver  has  made  another  advance  since,  last  week, 
this  time  a  regular  "  header,"  for  while  on  Friday  evening 
last  10/.  2s.  6d.  could  easily  have  bought,  111.  to  11/.  5s.  was 
asked  on  Saturday.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  this  enormous  rise 
can  be  due  to  any  other  cause  than  speculation,  and  it  would 
appear  as  if  at  length  even  the  eyes  of  the  most  reckless 
operators  are  being  opened  to  the  serious  risks  which  they 
run  by  holding  stock  bought  at  prices  such  as  those  now 
prevailing,  for  there  has  been  within  the  last  few  days  a 
marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  buyers.  And  although 
nominally  the  quotation  of  11/.  is  maintained,  we  do  not  think 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  place  any  large  quantity  at  that 
figure.  It  is  generally  understood  that  Messrs.  Bothschild  & 
Sons  do  not  countenance  the  speculative  tendency,  and  are 
not  themselves  selling  now.  It  is  also  known  to  be  a  fact 
that  the  large  bulk  of  the  parcels  bought  and  sold  during  the 
prevailing  speculation  fever  were  held  by  secondhand  owners. 
But  if  such  tempting  prices  as  11/.  are  obtainable  it  seems 


scarcely  likely  that  Messrs.  Rothschild  &  Co.  should  not  be 
willing  to  sell  to  bond-fide  consumers — with  a  good  many  of 
whom,  in  London  and  the  provinces,  they  have  kept  up  direct 
business  relations  for  years — the  small  quantities  wanted  for 
purposes  not  of  speculative  nature  ;  but  we  have  the  best 
possible  authority  for  stating  that  they  do  not  themselves 
consider  that  prices  such  as  are  now  quoted  are  warranted  by 
increase  in  the  consumption  or  decrease  in  the  available 
supply.  They  consider  a  price  of  about  8/.  per  bottle 
a  reasonable  one,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  solid 
foundation  for  any  quotation  above  that  figure.  All  pub- 
lished statistics  relating  to  the  stock  of  quicksilver  in 
London  are  based  merely  upon  guesswork,  and  date  from 
several  years  back,  when  Messrs.  Rothschild  &  Sons,  in  order 
to  check  the  speculation  then,  as  now,  outrunning  boundst 
unexpectedly  published  an  account  of  the  stock  which  they 
then  held.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  importers'  stock, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  becomes  smallest  towards 
the  end  of  the  year.  From  January  until  well  into 
the  summer  the  heaviest  shipments  arrive  from  the 
Almaden  mines,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  importers  will  not  again  establish  regular  quotations 
until  their  supply,  which  is  undoubtedly  a  low  one  just  now, 
has  been  reinforced.  Very  possibly  purchasers  who  have 
bought  at  current  high  prices  may  have  occasion  shortly  after 
the  New  Year  to  regret  their  rashness.  As  regards  Messrs. 
Rothschild's  arrangements  with  the  Spanish  Government,  a 
resume  of  which  we  gave  in  our  article  of  September  10  last, 
it  must  not  be  assumed  that,  because  the  accuracy  of  the 
report  has  not  been  specifically  denied,  it  is  therefore  correct 
in  every  particular.  Messrs.  Rothschild  &  Sons  very  rarely 
deny  or  affirm  the  accuracy  of  reports  relating  to  their  busi- 
ness which  get  into  currency  ;  but  upon  the  authority  already 
alluded  to  we  can  state  that  the  Almaden  mines  yield 
annually  a  little  over  30,000  bottles  of  quicksilver,  and 
that  their  capacities  of  production  are  practically  un- 
limited. The  Californian  mines  are  not  at  present  a 
factor  in  the  calculation.  A  few  weeks  ago  500  bottles 
were  exported  from  San  Francisco  to  China,  the  first 
shipment  from  that  port,  it  is  said,  for  three  years. 
Of  the  twenty-seven  Californian  mines  only  four  are 
now,  we  believe,  actually  being  worked.  The  Queensland 
quicksilver  mines  are  said  to  be  in  full  operation,  and  their 
produce,  although  in  small  quantities,  has  been  sold  in 
Australia  for  the  last  few  months  at  the  rate  of  10/.  6s.  3d. 
per  bottle.  Queensland  quicksilver,  of  which  only  one  flask 
has  ever  been  brought  to  London,  is  used  in  gold- mining 
operations  in  Australia,  but  the  company  who  work  the 
mines  do  not  contemplate,  they  assert,  any  active  competi- 
tion with  the  Spanish  product  on  the  European  markets. 
They  will  turn  their  attention  in  the  first  place  to  Australia, 
wdiere  the  consumption  of  quicksilver  as  a  requisite  in  the 
recovery  of  gold  from  the  ore  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  to 
China.  It  may  be  observed  that  the  present  quotation  of 
Spanish  quicksilver  is  the  highest  known  since  February  1876, 
that  the  average  price  of  the  metal  between  1857  and  1867 
was  7/.  5s.,  between  1867  and  1877  11/.  12s.  (during  the 
latter  part  of  this  period  it  once  rose  to  26/.),  and  between 
1877  and  1887  61.  Us.  3d.  per  bottle.  We  do  not  profess  to 
possess  any  exclusive  information  regarding  the  future  of 
the  market,  but,  taking  into  account  the  figures  and  state- 
ments quoted  above,  it  certainly  would  appear  a  risky  ex- 
periment to  buy  more  quicksilver  or  mercurial  preparations 
at  present  than  are  absolutely  required  for  current  consump- 
tion, and  anyone  holding  stock  of  the  metal  which  can  now 
be  realised  at  a  profit  should  remember  that  it  may  be  years 
before  such  another  opportunity  may  occur.  A  bonentendeur 
demi  mot  svffit .' 
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m  .  Mr.  W.  W.  Hardwicke,  of  Dovercourt,  calls  atten- 

Weights  and  tion  in  the  Lancct  to  tne  unsatisfactory  nature 
Measures.  of  orciinary  weights  and  measures  now  that  the 
pharmacopoeia  has  introduced  the  cental  system  in  making 
liquors.  He  speaks  of  scruples  being  obsolete  and  of  the 
ordinary  graduations  being  old-fashioned.  He  suggests  that 
weights  be  made  according  to  the  following  graduation : 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  10,  15,  20,  25,  30,  40,  50,  60,  100,  250,  and  500  ; 
that  minim  measures  be  graduated  on  the  left  hand  in 
drachms  and  half-drachms,  and  on  the  right  hand  be  marked 
in  grades  of  10  minims  up  to  200,  the  first  100  having  inter- 
mediate or  5-minim  lines ;  that  ounce  measures  be  graduated 
on  the  left  in  ounces  and  half-ounces,  the  first  half-ounce 
being  subdivided  into  drachms,  the  second  into  two  drachms, 
and  on  the  right  in  25,  50,  and  100  minims ;  and  that  half- 
pinfc  measures  be  graduated  on  the  left  in  half-ounces  and 
ounces,  and  on  the  right  in  grades  of  100  minims.  Some 
recognition  of  the  old  system,  it  is  obvious,  should  be  retained, 
and,  although  only  recommended  above  for  fluid  measures, 
the  requirements  being  greater,  might  also  be  adopted 
for  the  new  weights  ;  for  instance,  the  20  gr.  weight  might 
be  stamped  on  the  obverse  side  with  the  old  symbol, 
3j;  the  30  gr.,  5  ss.  ;  the  40  gr.,  9ij.,  and  the  60  gr.,  3j. 
The  serious  objection  to  Mr.  Hardwicke's  proposals  so  far  as 
measures  are  concerned  is  that  he  is  apparently  unaware  that 
the  "  minim  "  and  the  "  fluid  grain  "  are  quite  different  things, 
and  that  the  latter  (not  minims)  are  what  should  be  taken 
for  such  B.P.,  liquors  as  the  solution  of  atropine. 


"No 
Chimmicallee 
Want." 


In  the  British  Journal  Photographic  Almanac 
for  1888  the  mass  of  serious  articles  is  agreeably 
relieved  by  a  pleasant  little  sketch  communi- 
cated by  the  eminent  amateur  Colonel  Stuart 
Wortley.  That  gentleman  has  recently  travelled  in  the  Far 
West  of  America,  and  in  one  of  the  great  mining  towns  of 
that  section  of  civilisation  he  had  an  experience.  A  Chinese 
photographer  of  San  B'rancisco  had  given  him  an  introduction 
to  his  friend  Ah  Woon,  who  kept  a  photographic  saloon  in 
that  town.  Colonel  Wortley  called  on  his  celestial  confrere, 
whom  he  found  an  intelligent  pleasant  little  man  with  enough 
command  of  pigeon  English  to  get  along  with.  Presently  a 
Chinese  sitter  appeared,  whom  the  photographer  proceeded 
to  arrange.  Then,  having  focussed  his  customer,  he  went 
into  the  dark  room  and  came  back  in  due  course  with  the 
slide.  Having  exposed,  he  went  to  Colonel  Wortley  and  said, 
"  Darkee  room  comee,  but  no  tellee  what  see."  The  colonel, 
having  promised  secrecy,  followed  his  host  into  the  chamber 
of  mystery,  which  he  found  to  be  a  loEg  room,  by  no  means 
dark,  fitted  with  shelves  full  of  photographs  of  Chinamen. 
The  photographer's  wife  was  busily  engaged  with  brush  and 
pencil  on  one  of  these,  which  she  was  touching  up  to  look  as 
like  as  possible  to  the  sitter,  and  was  succeeding  well.  Soon 
after  the  portrait  was  finished  and  handed  to  the  customer, 
who,  having  examined  it,  passed  over  his  cash  with  a  pleased 
and  satisfied  countenance.  While  he  was  being  posed,  the 
lady  had  watched  him  through  a  peep-hole,  had  selected  the 
nearest  picture  to  the  pattern,  and  had  touched  it  up  during 
the  process.  Colonel  Wortley  having  watched  the  proceeding 
in  mute  astonishment,  Ah  Woon  clapped  his  hands  softly, 
and  went  into  paroxysms  of  silent  laughter.  Finally  he  said : 
"No  chimmicallee  want;  my  friend  he  takee  lottee  Chinamen 
Frisco,  and  he  sendee  me  biggee  box."  Then  he  added  with 
a  chuckle,  "  I  buy  'em  cheapee,  but  sellee  dear." 


„  <-,  ,  There  is  scarcely  a  fortnightly  drug  sale  in 
L)rug  ba  e  T_,on(jorl  at  which  some  new  or  interesting  drug 
bpecimens.  Qr  tirug.substitute  is  not  to  be  found,  and 
if  a  small  syndicate  of  young  pharmacists,  ardent  regard- 
ing research,  were  ready  at  hand,  they  would  find  ample 
material  to  work  upon.  Few  of  those  who  frequent  the  sale- 
rooms have  the  ability  to  report  upon  the  specimens  which 
come  under  their  notice,  and  those  who  have  the  ability  are 
busy  commercial  men  who  have  only  the  time  to  avoid  what 
is  spurious  and  doubtful,  far  less  examine  them  systemati- 
cally. Amongst  the  articles  which  we  have  recently  observed 
are  the  false  calabar  beans  which  were  referred  to  in  our 
last  report  of  the  drug  sales.  These  do  not  come  on  our 
market  for  the  first  time,  although  a  year  ago  they  received, 
under  the  name  of  cali  beans,  some  attention  as  a  prob- 


able source  of  physostigmine.  The  seeds  are  lenticular  or 
obscurely  reniform  in  shape,  and  about  1  in.  in  diameter, 
the  thickness  varying  from  ^  to  about  \  an  inch.  In  colour 
of  testa  they  also  vary,  some  being  of  an  orange-red  colour 
with  coffee-brown  streaks,  others  of  the  brown  and  black 
colour  of  calabar  beans,  and  all  having  a  black  hilum  extending 
round  four-fifths  of  the  circumference.  The  seeds  are  obtained 
from  one  or  more  species  of  Mucuna,  a  genus  of  plants 
closely  allied  to  the  physostigmas.  So  far  we  have  obtained 
no  evidence  whatever  that  they  are  related  chemically  to  the 
calabar  bean,  for  we  cannot  find  physostigmine  in  them.. 
There  has  just  been  imported  via  New  York  for  private  sale 
a  gluey-like  substance  of  the  consistence  and  appearance  of 
honey.  It  has  a  faint  fishy  odour,  and  this  has  led  to  the- 
belief  that  it  is  fish-glue.  The  substance,  however,  is  resinous 
in  character,  and  on  examination  we  find  that  it  presents  all 
the  characters  of  an  elemi,  but  differing  from  the  true  elemi 
in  some  particulars.  It  yields,  however,  a  resinous  acid 
resembling  elemic  acid,  but  time  has  not  allowed  us  to  carry 
our  examination  further.  A  correspondent  has  sent  us  a 
pretty  sample  of  "  saffron  "  which  would  pass  muster  with 
anyone  devoid  of  the  sense  of  smell,  for  it  has  no  odour  of 
saffron.  It  presents  the  appearance  of  bright-orange  fila- 
ments, without  the  characteristic  stigma  of  saffron,  nor  does 
it  contain  any  crocin  (or  polychroit),  the  colouring  matter 
which  makes  saffron  such  a  valuable  dye.  It  contains  very 
little  colouring  matter,  and  that  of  a  nature  which  leads 
us  to  suppose  that  the  "  saffron  "  is  simply  a.  fibre  which  has- 
been  dyed  with  an  azo-orange.  As  this  article  has  been 
offered  for  sale  in  the  ordinary  course  of  wholesale  dealing 
chemists  should  be  on  their  guard.  It  is  easily  recognised 
by  rubbing  a  few  of  the  fibres  with  a  dozen  minims  of 
water,  and  adding  a  drop  of  hydrochloric  acid.  The  colour 
becomes  pink-like,  but  the  colour  of  true  saffron  in  these 
circumstances  does  not  change. 


Ir isla  I"sk  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  indi- 

■p,  "  r  cated  the  points  on  which  they  want  legislation, 
-1 '  and  they  have  managed  to  draw  up  a  scheme 
which  is  likely  to  evoke  the  utmost  possible  proportion  of" 
opposition.  At  least  it  would  do  so  if  Irish  Bills  were  not 
looked  upon,  or  rather  winked  at,  with  specially  indulgent 
eyes  in  the  Westminster  Parliament.  The  Council  are,  as  our 
report  shows,  already  in  the  cross  fire  from  the  drug- 
gists of  Ulster  on  the  one  hand  and  the  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists  of  that  particularly  earnest  province  on 
the  other.  The  Council,  in  steeriDg  between  these 
rival  forces,  are  showing  a  proper  appreciation  of  what  is  right 
and  fair,  but  they  are  not  thereby  assuring  for  themselves  a 
smooth  course.  Their  bold  attempt  to  deal  with  the  company 
difficulty  directly,  and  not,  as  the  President  says,  with  perhaps- 
unintended  sarcasm,  by  a  circuitous  route,  as  the  English 
society  would  have  done,  is  worthy  of  all  approval ;  but  that 
too  will  evoke  powerful  opposition.  But  in  trying  to  squeeze 
an  annual  half-guinea  from  all  their  licentiates  the  Council' 
are  attempting  an  indefensible,  and  we  hope  an  impossible 
feat.  The  Bloomsbury  Council  overburdened  their  Bill  with  a 
similar  clause,  which  wrecked  it,  as  it  deserved  to  do.  There- 
is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  a  man  who  has  once  proved 
his  competence  to  carry  on  a  pharmaceutical  business  should 
be  compelled  to  contribute  henceforth  annually  to  a  society 
with  which  he  may  or  may  rot  have  sympathy. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society,  Mr.  John 
Septibo  Ward,  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  was- 
elected  a  fellow  of  the  society. 

Jewish  Pharmacists  in  Russia. — An  order  was  recently 
issued  by  the  Russian  Ministry  for  Public  Enlightenment 
(save  the  mark  !)  that  in  future  the  proportion  of  Jewish 
students  at  the  New  Russian  University  should  not  exceed 
10  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  In  many  branches  of  science, 
especially  medicine  and  pharmacy,  the  proportion  of  Jews 
had  increased  so  much  of  late  years  that  they  almost  out- 
numbered the  orthodox  Russians.  The  order,  therefore,  was 
particularly  intended  as  a  measure  for  the  "  protection  "  of 
purely  Russian  interests.  It  has  now  been  decided  to  apply 
not  only  to  the  regular  course  of  university  studies,  but  also 
to  all  free  lectures  in  pharmacy  and  other  branches. 
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(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 

M.  Aime  Gibard,  the  chemist  connected  with  the  Agro- 
nomical Institute  at  the  Arts  et-Metiers  conservatory,  was  on 
December  12  elected  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  to  till  the 
seat  of  the  late  Boussingault  in  the  section  of  rural  economy. 
The  new  academician  now  requires  only  the  approbation 
pro  forma  of  the  Minister. 

The  Val-de-gbace  School  Re-obganisation  appears  to 
displease  the  medical  profession  as  much  as  the  pharmaceu- 
tical, but  for  different  reasons.  One  of  their  complaints  is 
that  the  sub-director,  who  has  to  superintend  the  teaching 
■and  studies  of  the  military  school  of  medicine  and  pharmacy, 
is  to  be  chosen  outside  of  the  teaching  staff,  instead  of  being 
as  formerly  a  member  of  the  Faculty.  Some  call  the  change 
a  disorganisation,  not  a  re-organisation. 

MM.  Peligot  and  Fbemy,  both  well-known  chemists, 
have  been  selected  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  to  represent 
the  learned  body  in  the  monetary  commission  attached  to 
the  ministry  o£  iinances.  An  important  work  before  them  is 
to  bring  into  practical  shape  the  projected  coinage  of  nickel 
to  replace  the  cumbersome  bronze.  It  may  be  added  that 
the  change  has  been  for  several  years  under  consideration, 
and  is  expected  soon  to  beeome  an  accomplished  fact. 

The  Boonekamp's  Maag-Bittebs  Tbade-mabe:  Case. — 
A  lawsuit  brought  by  a  party  claiming  property  rights  in 
the  trade  name  has  been  after  long  litigation  finally  decided 
by  the  Brussels  Court  of  Appeals.  The  Court  has  held  that 
the  name  Boonekamp  is  one  Dot  uncommon  in  Holland, 
several  manufacturers  of  cordials  there  having  the  same 
.patronymic.  Besides,  for  a  long  time  the  name  has  become 
public  property  as  well  as  the  process.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  general  appellation  "  Maag-Bitters,"  a  term  commonly 
used  in  trade  to  designate  a  certain  article.  [Note. — The 
Dutch  word  "Maag,"  or  "Maeg"  in  Flemish,  will  easily  be 
■recognised  as  closely  related  to  the  English  "  maw,"  i.e. 
stomach.]  The  foregoing  covers  the  general  ground,  and 
settles  an  important  point,  namely,  that  the  name  "Boone- 
Jjamp's  Maag-Bitters  "  is  now  public  property.  'As  regards 
the  particular  case  brought  up  for  adjudication,  the  Court 
tield  that  there  was  no  possible  confusion  between  the  labels, 
and  therefore  no  attempted  fraud  on  the  part  of  defendant. 

Melinite,  the  New  Explosive. — The  exact  composi- 
tion of  this  villanous  stuff  remains  of  course  a  secret,  but 
•enough  is  known  of  such  explosives  and  their  poisonous 
nature  to  bring  to  mind  delicate  chemical  questions  respect- 
ing their  probable  effects.  An  accident  of  recent  occurrence 
in  a  French  fortress  has  supplied  an  interesting,  although 
■limited  insight  into  what  may  be  expected  of  melinite  for 
the  future.  A  melinite  bomb-shell,  owing  to  some  careless- 
ness, it  is  said,  exploded  while  beiDg  loaded.  Of  the 
seventeen  soldiers  within  reach  eleven  were  killed  outright, 
•or  died  shortly  afterwards.  Six  were  wounded,  and  even- 
tually recovered.  Surgeon-Major  Tachard,  who  had  charge 
of  the  cases,  has  related  that  in  no  instance  was  any  of  the 
men  affected  with  any  trouble  that  could  be  attributed  to 
the  inhaling  of  poisonous  gases.  Moreover,  no  burns  could 
be  detected  on  either  the  killed  or  the  wounded.  Thus  a 
chemical  question  of  some  importance  is  settled.  Melinite 
on  exploding  gives  out  no  poisonous  fumes,  a  fact  showing 
■the  proportions  to  have  been  well  calculated,  and  the  mix- 
ture to  be  effected  so  as  to  obtain  thorough  combustion,  and 
the  maximum  power  in  consequence.  As  regards  the 
mechanical  effects  of  the  bursting  shell,  they  were  such  as 
might  be  expected  from  so  violent  and  sudden  a  disruption. 
The  iron  fragments  were  very  small,  but  their  penetrating 
and  breaking  power  considerable,  as  portions  no  larger  than 
.grains  of  sand  were  found  imbedded  in  the  flesh  as  deep  as 
from  4  to  6  inches.  The  bony  fractures  were  also  remark- 
able for  their  localised  character,  there  being  no  cracks  or 
slits  as  are  observed  with  ordinary  gunshot  wounds.  And, 
■finally,  the  metallic  fragments  recovered  had  no  perceptible 
smell,  and  were  free  from  chemical  impurity  of  any  sort. 
Thus,  all  those  that  may  be  hit  by  a  bursting  melinite  shell 
will  at  least  have  the  comfort  of  knowing  they  have  been 
wounded  fairly,  not  poisoned. 


AROMATIC  HOT  TOM. 

This  beverage  is  the  latest  production  from  Mr.  Hay's 
well-known  laboratory  at  Hull.  It  is  a  pleasant  modification 
of  the  Hot  Tom  Bitters,  which  have  a  certain  vogue  in  the 
North.  In  Mr.  Hay's  article  the  bitter  is  replaced  by  an 
aromatic  flavour,  though  the  spicy  warmth  is  "  all  there."  It 
makes  a  capital  aerated  drink  for  cold  weather,  and  in  any 
weather  for  people  who  like  a  beverage  which  bites  a  little. 
Add  to  this  that  it  is  decidedly  wholesome.  Mr.  Hay  supplies 
the  Aromatic  Hot  Tom  Essence,  as  well  as  the  prepared  or 
bottle  waters  made  from  it. 


DIPSOMANIA  PILULES. 
Messes.  McKesson  &  Robbins  have  added  to  their  series 
of  capsuled  pills  some  of  nitrate  of  strychnine,  one- 
sixtieth  of  a  grain  in  each.  The  treatment  of  the  alcoholic 
habit  by  strychnine  has  been  recommended  by  a  number 
of  the  most  eminent  Continental  physicians,  such  as  Luton, 


Giacomini,  Dujardin-Beaumetz,  Popoff,  and  many  others.  In 
many  leported  cases  the  administration  of  such  doses  of 
nitrate  of  strychnine  for  a  short  time  not  only  removed 
the  morbid  sjmptoms,  but  also  destroyed  the  craving  for 
drink.  The  McK.  &  R.  pills  are  a  very  elegant  form  for  the 
administration  of  the  medicine,  and  are  supplied  in  cased 
amber  bottles,  each  containing  100. 


PUMILINE  PRODUCTS. 

Coxsideeable  attention  has  recently  been  paid  by  medical 
men  to  the  products  of  the  Pi?ius  Pumilio.  The  needle- 
leaves  of  the  pine  yield  an  essential  oil,  which  is  an 
effective  ozone-former,  and  they  also  yield  an  extract 
which  along  with  the  oil  is  extensively  used  in  the  pine 
treatment  now  popular  in  Germany.  These  products  have 
been  introduced  into  this  country  by  Messrs.  G.  &  G.  Stern, 
of  Billiter  Square,  E.C. ;  and  although  the  pumilio  oil  has 
hitherto  been  known  in  therapeutics,  it  is  well  to  explain 
that  the  importers  claim  that  the  oil  which  they  offer  is  dis- 
tilled from  pine-leaves  grown  at  a  high  altitude  (above  the 
snow-line  of  the  Alps),  so  that  it  contains  none  of  the  low- 
boiliDg  or  terebinthinate  bodies,  and  less  of  the  resinous  con- 
stituents than  the  oil  from  pines  grown  below  the  snow-line. 
Professor  Attfield  puts  the  matter  tersely  by  saying  that  the 
pumiline  oil  is  "almost  wholly  composed  of  one  hydrocarbon 
oil,  instead  of  a  mixture  of  hydrocarbon  oils."  It  is  not 
within  our  province  to  speak  of  the  medicinal  efficacy  of  the 
products  further  than  to  say  that  this  is  the  season  in  which 
they  will  be  specially  saleable.  The  extract,  we  find,  makes 
a  pleasant  and  refreshing  bath,  and  the  oil  is  an  excellent 
antiseptic  and  deodorant.  The  latter  is  also  combined  in  the 
form  of  pastilles  for  throat  affections. 
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Bueeows. — Sir  George  Burrows,  Bart.,M.D.  and  Hon.LL.D. 
•Cantab.,  D.C.L.  Oxon.,  F.K.S.,  F.R.C.P.,  Hon.  Fellow  of 
Caius  College,  Cambridge,  Physician  in  Ordinary  to  Her 
."Majesty  the  Queen,  and  consulting  physician  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  the  father  of  the  medical  profession  in  Eng- 
land, died  on  Monday  morning  in  his  87th  year,  exhausted 
by  repeated  attacks  of  bronchitis  and  asthma,  but  in  full 
possession  of  his  faculties.  He  was  born  in  Bloomsbury 
•Square  in  1801,  and  among  his  early  professional  instructors 


•were  Abernethy,  Brande,  and  Faraday.  He  subsequently 
married  the  daughter  of  Abernethy.  After  taking  his  degree 
at  Cambridge  and  his  diploma  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians, he  studied  at  the  University  of  Pavia,  in  Paris,  and  in 
■Germany.  During  his  stay  in  Italy  he  had  opportunities  for 
watching  the  epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera,  then  just  freshly 
imported  into  Europe;  and  upon  its  making  its  appearance 
in  London,  in  1832,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  auxiliary 
•cholera  hospital  established  by  the  governors  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's. He  occupied  all  the  principal  offices  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  up  to  the  presidency,  and  became  their  repre- 
sentative on  the  General  Medical  Council,  of  which  body  he 
was  president  for  six  years.  He  was  made  a  baronet  in  1874, 
while  he  was  president  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  was 
■appointed  physician  in  ordinary  to  the  Queen  in  1873,  on  the 
death  of  Sir  H.  Holland.  With  a  fine  physique,  a  command- 
ing presence,  and  all  the  confidence  born  of  a  thorough  mas- 
tery of  his  profession,  Sir  George  Burrows  inspired  a  like 
•confidence  in  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him,  whether 
former  pupils  who  sought  his  aid  in  consultation  upon  difli- 
cult  and  anxious  cases,  or  the  wide  circle  of  patients  who  at 
one  time  eagerly  looked  for  his  advice. 

Fresson. — On  November  22,  after  a  short  illness,  from 
bilious  fever,  terminating  in  apoplexy,  William  Fresson,  sole 
proprietor  of  the  firm  o£  Scott  &  Co.,  chemists,  Georgetown, 
Demerara,  youngest  son  of  the  lace  Captain  Fresson,  60th 
Rifles.    Aged  56. 

Rees — On  December  13,  at  I  for  Cottage,  Dowlais,  Cathe- 
rine Ellinor  Rees,  wife  of  R.  P.  Rees,  chemist,  Dowlais. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS 


FieF.  Thomae,  trading  as  Frederick  Thomae  &  Co.,  21  Mincing 
Lane  and  36  Mark  Lane,  E.C.,  Merchant. 

In  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Tuesday  this  debtor 
attended  before  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater,  and  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  pass  his  public  examination.  Details  of  the 
failure  have  already  been  published  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Aldridge,  who  represented  the 
Official  Receiver,  the  debtor  said  that  although  he  traded  as 
Thomae  &  Co.  he  la  I  no  partner,  but  be  adopted  the  style 
■because  in  1876  he  presented  a  petition  for  liquidation  as 
Thomae  only.    Under  that  petition  he  had  paid  a  composi- 


tion of  2s.  Qd.  in  the  pound.  In  September,  1834,  he  was 
possessed  of  a'  capital  of  2,800/.,  including  the  value  of  his 
policies,  &c.  Since  January  1,  1885,  his  drawings  had 
amounted  to  2,320/.  Prior  to  that  his  income  was  fully  2,000/. 
a  year.  Examined  by  Mr.  Hume  Williams,  the  debtor  said 
that  in  August  he  bought  a  quantity  of  castor-oil  of  M.  C.  A. 
Verminck,  of  Marseilles,  the  invoice  price  being  117/.  13.?.  Qd.  ; 
in  the  following  month  he  bought  another  parcel  of  the  oil 
for  115/.  8s.  Id.  In  due  course  he  received  the  bills  of  lading 
for  the  oil ;  he  denied  that  he  pawned  them,  but  he  admitted 
that  he  deposited  the  bills  with  certain  firms  who  allowed 
him  190/.  on  the  two  parcels.  He  had  not  redeemed  the  bills 
of  lading1,  neither  had  he  repaid  the  loan.  He  had  not  paid 
for  the  oil  either.  With  regard  to  a  consignment  of  olive- 
oil  obtained  from  Salsiccioni,  of  Leghorn,  he  received  the 
delivery  order  for  that  in  due  course,  and  he  exchanged  it  at 
the  docks  for  a  warrant,  which  he  handed  to  Messrs.  Rucker 
&  Bencraft  as  collateral  security  for  money  previously  ad- 
vanced. This  firm  had  lent  him  450/.  on  warrants  for  bark 
to  the  value  of  4,000/.,  and  the  oil  warrant  was  given  them  to 
make  up  the  necessary  security.  At  the  time  of  these  trans- 
actions he  regarded  himself  as  solvent.  It  was  not  until 
after  October  1  that  he  became  aware  of  his  inability  to  pay 
his  debts,  and  it  was  then  in  consequence  of  proceedings 
being  taken  against  him  to  recover  wheat  differences.  When 
he  purchased  the  oils  from  the  agent  of  Verminck  and 
Salsiccioni  he  was  not  asked  whether  he  was  solvent.  From 
1876  until  1885  he  was  making  fully  2,000/.  a  year ;  since 
January  1,  1885,  his  drawings  for  household  and  personal 
expenses  amounted  to  2,320/.,  while  the  net  profits 
derived  from  his  business  during  the  same  period  were 
l,153i.  only.    The  examination  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 


He  Marcus  Leon,  trading  as  Marcus  Leon  &  Co.,  129  Gros- 
venor  Road,  Pimlico,  Manufacturing  Chemist. 

In  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  December  14,  before 
Mr.  C.  J.  Stewart,  a  second  meeting  of  creditors  under  the 
failure  of  this  debtor  was  held.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
creditors  a  cash  composition  of  2.s.  Qd.  in  the  pound  was 
agreed  to.  The  object  of  this  meeting  was  to  confirm 
this  scheme  of  arrangement,  but  the  necessary  number  of 
creditors  did  not  support  it,  and  it  consequently  falls 
through.  As  a  result,  application  will  in  due  course  be 
made  for  an  adjudication,  and  the  Official  Receiver,  if  this  is 
granted,  will  wind  up  the  estate  in  bankruptcy. 


The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  M.  Gass,  Whitehaven,  will 
be  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Greensill,  chemist  and  druggist, 
who  for  many  year  acted  as  manager. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  are  offering  a  series  of  Phar- 
macopoeia essential  oils  of  their  own  drawing  or  of  direct 
importation,  packed  in  original  1  lb.  bottles.  Of  these  they 
guarantee  the  quality  and  purity. 

Messrs.  Perken,  Son  &  Payment,  99  Hatton  Garden, 
are  now  showing  an  extensive  assortment  of  superior  hand- 
painted  magic-lantern  slides,  being  the  clearance  of  the 
stock  of  eminent  dealers  in  these  goods. 

Messrs.  William  Heseltine  &  Son,  as  will  be  seen 
from  their  advertisement,  are  anxious  to  introduce  to  the 
public,  exclusively  through  chemists,  their  special  blends  of 
Indian  and  Ceylon  teas.  The  favourable  estimation  in  which 
these  teas  are  held  is  calculated  to  make  this  agency  a  satis- 
factory one. 

The  Soden  Mineral  Pastilles. — "His  Imperial  and 
Royal  Highness  the  Crown  Prince  of  Germany,"  says  the 
Franlifort  Journal,  "  received  among  the  many  birthday 
presents  one  for  restoring  his  health,  from  Bath  Soden,  where 
years  ago  (1869)  the  brother-in-law  of  his  Royal  Highness 
(the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden)  found  restoration  to  health,  and 
out  of  gratitude  presented  many  plants  to  the  public  gardens. 
The  present  consists  of  a  beautifully  decorated  vase  con- 
taining the  Soden  Mineral  Pastilles,  of  which  some  time  ago 
his  Imperial  Highness  received  a  supply."  It  is  reported 
that  these  pastilles  are  recommended  by  Sir  Morell  Mac- 
kenzie. 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  wholesale  druggists  and  manu- 
facturing chemists  ;  as  far  as  regards  H.  R.  Merrett. 

Haegbeaves,  W.,  &  Co.,  Tipton,  refiners  and  melters  of 
tallow  and  soit  soap  makers. 

Joell  &  Buttekcase,  Killingwcrth  and  Forest  Hall,  North- 
umberland, surgeons. 

Kinze  &  Co.,  Mincing  Lane,  City,  merchants. 

Wiggin  &  Son,  Ipswich,  chemists  and  druggists  and  oil  and 
colour  merchants  ;  as  far  as  regards  H.  A.  Wiggin. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883. 
Receiving  Oedeb. 
Maee,  David,  High  Holborn,  surgical  instrument  maker. 

Fiest  Meeting  and  Public  Examination. 

Beoe,  John  Joseph,  formerly  of  Royston,  near  Barnsley, 
now  of  Witham,  Kingston-upon-Hull,  physician,  surgeon, 
and  accoucheur.  December  22,  Official  Receiver's  Office  ; 
January  9,  Court  House,  Hull. 

Obdee  on  Application  to  Appeove  Scheme. 

Blyth,  William  Fbancis,  Victoria  Park  Square,  Bethnal 
Green,  surgeon.  Property  of  debtor  to  vest  in  a  trustee, 
to  be  administered  as  though  he  had  been  appointed 
trustee  in  bankruptcy,  &c.    Bankruptcy  annulled. 

Declaeations  of  Dividends. 

Ryley,  H,  Sutton  Benger,  Wilts,  physician.  Second  and 
final  div.  of  11^.,  any  Monday,  County  Court  offices, 
Bristol. 

John,  David  William  (deceased),  late  of  Pembroke  Dock, 
pharmaceutical  chemist  and  bookseller.  First  and  final 
div.  of  2s.  6~^.,  any  day,  Official  Receiver's  Office,  Car- 
marthen. 

Wallace,  Alexandeb,  Colchester,  physician,  florist,  and 
plant  merchant.  First  div.  of  5s.,  December  15, 1  Trinity 
Chambers,  Colchester. 

SCOTLAND. 

Petition  foe  Cessio  Bonoeum. 

Laweie  John,  aerated  water  manufacturer,  Roschall,  Had- 
dington, in  the  county  of  Haddington  (formerly  trading 
as  the  Musselburgh  Aerated  Water  Company).  To  be 
examined  in  the  Ordinary  Sheriff  Court-room,  County 
Buildings,  HaddingtOD,  on  December  22,  at  11  A  M. 


At  A  becent  meeting  of  the  Mauritius  Chamber  of 
Commerce  it  was  decided  to  memorialise  the  Government  of 
the  colony  with  a  view  to  obtain  facilities  for  experiments 
in  the  cultivation  of  various  medicinal  and  other  plants, 
especially  Eucalyptus,  the  culture  of  which  is  said  to  have 
already  proved  very  successful  on  a  small  scale.  Cardamoms, 
saffron,  camphor,  ginger,  and  several  essential-oil  plants  are 
also  named. 

Lady  Phaemacists  in  Italy.— In  Italy  nearly  3,500 
communes,  in  out-of-the-way  country  districts,  are  without 
druggists'  shops,  pharmacists  not  thinking  it  work  while  to 
establish  a  business  there.  In  order  to  remedy  this 
deficiency  the  Italian  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  decided  to 
admit  ladies  to  the  study  of  pharmacy,  in  the  expectation 
that  their  more  modest  requirements  will  enable  them  to 
make  a  living  in  districts  where  men  would  fail  to  do  so. 
In  order  to  attain  this  object  more  certainly,  lady  pharmacists, 
after  completing  their  studies,  will  not  be  granted  the  usual 
pharmaceutical  diploma,  but  only  a  certificate  showing  that 
they  have  attended  lectures  for  a  certain  period.  It  is 
evident  that  the  Italian  Government  are  animated  with  a 
greater  feeling  of  anxiety  for  the  inhabitants  of  out-of-the- 
way  districts  than  for  justice  towards  women. 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyers :— It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable,  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 

42  Cannon  Stbeet,  E.C.,  December  15. 

THE  year  has  practically  closed  now  so  far  as  business  is. 
concerned,  and  for  actual  consumption  as  little  as- 
possible  is  now  bought.  Several  articles,  therefore,  are 
apparently  dull,  which  will  in  all  probability  revive  when 
stocktaking  is  over.  The  speculative  movement  is  distinctly 
subsiding,  a  few  articles,  of  course,  excepted.  Shellac  has- 
had  a  fall  at  the  auctions,  but  closes  steadier  again.  Other- 
drysalteries  are  quiet.  Spices  mostly  quiet  and  lower. 
Quicksilver  dearer  but  unsettled.  Sulphate  of  copper 
and  antimony  have  advanced,  but  citric  acid  is  lower.. 
Camphor  remains  steady.  In  quinine  a  large  business- 
has  been  done  at  somewhat  lower  rates.  To-day  some  of  the 
makers  themselves  are  doing  their  best  to  depress  the 
market.  The  drug  sales  were  very  uninteresting,  a  good 
many  odds  and  ends  being  included  in  the  catalogues,  as  is 
always  the  case  at.  the  end  of  the  year.  The  principal  feature- 
of  the  sales  is  a  further  rise  in  musk,  which  has  now  reached 
an  excessive  price.  Senna,  vanilla,  and  Jamaica  sarsaparilla. 
are  lower;  ergot  and  insect  flowers  weak.  Cardamoms  sold 
very  well.    Saffron  is  also  slightly  firmer. 


An  astonishing  "ncertainty  prevailed  in  London  in  many 
quarters  as  regards  the  -result  of  the  Amsterdam  cinchona 
sales  until  long  after  they  were  finished.  It  has  been  gene- 
rally asserted,  both  in  the  press  and  in  private  reports,  that- 
"  extreme  prices  "  were  paid,  and  that  the  unit  fully  main- 
tained the  advance  of  the  recent  London  sales.  There  is  no- 
doubt  that  nothing  of  the  kind  happened,  and  that  our 
telegram  of  the  result  of  the  auctions,  giving  the  unit  as 
slightly  below  that  of  the  last  London  sales,  was  entirely 
correct.  The  action  of  the  principal  quinine  operators,  who- 
since  the  Amsterdam  sales  have  shown  much  more  dispo- 
sition to  yield  to  the  market,  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  our  report. 


The  question  of  earlier  meetings  on  'Change  is  not  yet 
finally  settled.  The  Gresham  Committee  announce  that  they 
will  early  in  January  consider  the  proposal  to  meet  from- 
3.15  to  3.45,  and  invite  suggestions  and  discussion  of  the 
question.  Communications  should  be  addressed  to  John 
Watney,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  Mercers'  Hall. 


The   first  sales  for  the  year  1888  have  been   fixed  as- 
follows  : — Drugs,  January  12 ;    drysalteries,   January  10 
spices,  January  4  ;  and  isinglass,  January  17. 


The  Amstebdam  Cinchona  Auctions.  —  The  dates  of 
the  ten  periodical  public  sales  of  cinchona  bark  to  be  held  at- 
Amsterdam  during  the  year  1888  have  been  fixed  as  follows ;. 
— January  19,  February  23,  March  22,  May  3,  June  7,  July  12, 
August  30,  October  4,  November  8,  December  13. 


It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Alexander  Bohringer,  at  the  request  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  New  York  Quinine  and  Chemical 
Works  (Limited),  has  resigned  his  position  as  manager  of 
that  company's  factory  at  Brooklyn. 


The  amalgamation  of  the  East  and  West  India  and  the 
London  and  St.  Katherine's  Dock  Companies  appears  to  be 
progressing  very  slowly,  for  thus  far  not  even  the  basis  of  an 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at.  The  arbitrators  have  not  yet 
finally  reported  to  their  respective  companies,  so  that  nothing- 
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is  as  yet  settled  and  everything  is  uncertain.  On  the  rumours 
that  terms  have  been  agreed  to,  the  stocks  of  the  East  and 
West  India  Dock  Company  have  been  steadily  rising  lately. 


The  scheme  to  establish  in  Germany  a  gigantic  combina- 
tion of  alcohol  distillers,  with  a  view  to  control  the  produc- 
tion and  regulate  the  price  of  the  article,  is  again  being 
revived.  The  following  is  said  to  be  an  outline  of  the  plan. 
At  present  the  price  of  spirit  in  Berlin  amounts  to  97  marks. 
The  original  proposal  to  make  the  price  120  marks  caused  all 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  further  manipulation  or 
sale  of  spirit  to  establish  counter  organisations,  and  to  pro- 
pose the  establishment  of  distilleries  to  work  in  competition 
with  the  ring.  It  is  now  proposed  to  obviate  this  difficulty 
by  raising  the  price  of  taxed  spirit  for  next  year  from  97 
marks  to  only  106  marks.  Although  the  scheme  is  backed 
by  a  number  of  influential  banking  and  distilling  firms  it  is 
•considered  doubtful  whether  the  negotiations  will  lead  to  a 
practical  result. 

The  French  Consul-General  in  London  informs  persons  in- 
tending to  take  part  as  exhibitors  in  the  Universal  Exhibi- 
tion which  will  be  inaugurated  at  Paris  on  May  5,  1889,  that, 
pending  the  formation  in  London  of  a  British  Central  Com- 
snission  to  take  charge  of  their  interests,  they  can  address 
their  applications  for  admission  and  space  to  the  French 
^Consulate-General,  38  Finsbury  Circus,  London,  E.C.,  or  to 
the  French  Consulates  in  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Dublin,  New- 
castle, and  Cardiff. 


The  United  States  Minister  at  Teheran  warns  firms  desiring 
to  enter  the  Persian  market  to  send  their  own  agents  to 
represent  them,  and  under  no  circumstances  to  choose  as 
their  representatives  foreign  adventurers  on  the  spot,  who, 
■under  the  pretence  of  possessing  peculiar  facilities  for  doing 
business,  seek  to  obtain  the  use  of  the  names  of  respectable 
firms  as  a  sort  of  guarantee  of  respectability. 


Acid  (Citric).— Prices  have  further  declined,  and  are 
quoted  to-day  at  Is.  7%d.  to  Is.  3d.  on  the  spot,  Is.  7\d.  having 
been  refused.  The  reduction  has  called  forth  a  somewhat 
increased  volume  of  business,  and  the  article  is  generally 
thought  to  be  in  a  strong  position.  The  fall  is  ascribed  to 
the  movements  of  speculators,  who  are  meanwhile,  it  is 
said,  busily  securing  all  cheap  parcels. 

Acid  (Tartaric). — Quiet,  at  Is.  Q\d.  per  lb.  for  Foreign, 
and,  nominally,  Is.  7d.  for  English  on  the  spot. 

Aloes. — A  parcel  of  55  cases  Cape  aloes  were  offered 
to-day,  and  were  mostly  sold,  when  the  broker  threatened  to 
withdraw  the  whole  unless  a  better  price  was  obtained  than 
that  offered  him.  Good  bright  sold  at  24s.  6d.  to  25s.  ;  fair, 
23s.  to  23s.  6d.  ;  ordinary  dull  and  drossy,  16s. ;  salvage 
.{without  reserve),  lis.  These  prices  are  just  about  equal  to 
those  of  the  last  sales.  Curacao  very  depressed.  A  few 
cases  fair,  however,  were  bought  in  at  100s.  A  large  assortment 
of  gourds  were  mostly  sold  ;  fair  dark,  25s.  to  26s  ;  bright 
small  gourds,  16s.  ;  low,  lis.  Qd.  Good  East  Indian  aloes 
are  scarce.  Fair  hard  Zanzibar  bought  in  at  100s. ;  a  bid  of 
87s.  was  refused  ;  90s.  was  the  price  for  a  fair  lot. 

Ambergris. — About  6  tins  were  shown  at  to-day's  auc- 
tions, none  being  of  fine  quality  ;  yellow  pieces  of  weak 
flavour  were  bought  in  at  105s.  per  oz.  ;  sittings,  at  80s.  ; 
black  undeveloped  stuff,  at  60s.  per  oz.  A  tin  of  36j  bz. 
rubbish  from  New  Zealand  elicited  a  bid  of  7s.  Qd.  per  oz., 
but  13s.  was  wanted. 

Anise.  —  Russian  in  good  supply  and  tending  lower. 
Several  parcels  were  offered  to-day,  most  of  them  dusty  and 
mixed  with  stones  and  coriander  seed.  67  bags  good  new 
-sifted  seed  sold,  without  reserve,  at  the  low  price  of  15s.  to 
17s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Other  lots  were  bought  in  at  21s.  to  22s. 
Eight  bags  very  small  dusty  pale-coloured  West  Indian  (?) 
seed  sold  at  15s.  to  16s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  26  pack- 
ages spurious  Star  anise  (Japanese)  is  limited  at  15s.  per  cwt. 

AnnAtto. —  Seed  is  in  rather  large  supply.  Several  parcels 
Ceylon  were  bought  in,  3\d.  being  the  price  for  good  bright. 
Fair  to  good,  slightly  damp,  sold  at  2\d.  to  3^d.  per  lb. . 


dark  and  mouldy,  2d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.  Fifteen  baskets  Para 
roll,  good  bright,  which  have  been  frequently  offered,  came 
up  again  for  sale.  They  were  bought  in  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb., 
but  Is.  4d.  was  suggested  as  the  price. 

Antimony  has  advanced  farther  since  last  week,  and  is 
now  quoted  at  43s.  to  45s. 

Arsenic  has  ruled  firmer,  lis.  Qd.  being  now  the  price 
for  white  powder. 

Bael  Fruit  remains  neglected.  Even  good  fruit  appears 
almost  invaluable,  and  the  two  lots  of  common  discoloured 
fragments  offered  to-day  had  to  be  withdrawn,  no  offer  being 
forthcoming  ;  X\&.  per  lb.  was  solicited. 

Balsams. —  Canada  remains  scarce,  and  is.  Qd.  to  Is.  lOd. 
is  asked  for  fine  bright.  For  Copaiba  some  more  demand 
has  sprung  up,  it  is  said,  in  Liverpool.  A  few  casks  of  good 
bright  Para  were  offered  to-day,  but  no  bid  was  made. 
Privately  it  is  stated  that  holders  are  firm  and  require  an 
advance.  Peru  very  weak ;  good  quality,  4s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
asked.    Tolu  neglected. 

Borax. — The  speculative  tendency  has  apparently  dis- 
appeared, and  the  market  closes  weak  at  30<!.  per  ton  for 
English  and  German.  The  Liverpool  market  is  quite  bare  of 
Californian  now.  One  of  the  principal  firms  of  British  borax 
refiners  have  issued  a  circular,  stating  that  they  are  no  longer 
sellers  for  1888  delivery,  and  will  only  have  a  very  small 
quantity  left  for  sale  this  month. 

Buchu. — There  is  no  improvement  in  the  demand.  A  few 
bales  yellowish  round  leaves  sold  to-day  without  reserve  at 
2d. ;  good  greenish  are  held  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — No  less  than  910  bags  were  offered  for  auction, 
but  not  one  package  of  really  fine  quality  was  to  be  found 
among  the  lot.  Some  lots,  mostly  dark,  partly  bold  and 
palish,  sold  at  19s.  to  20s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  dull,  very  dusty  and 
small  mixed  10s.  Qd.  to  13s.,  damaged  ditto,  8s.  Qd.  These 
common  parcels,  consisting  principally  of  the  pickings  of 
better  lots,  weigh  heavily  upon  the  market.  We  noticed  in 
a  sale  room  a  sample  of  about  20  cwt.  very  fine  selected 
calumba  offered  for  private  sale,  the  price  asked  being  about 
60s.  per  cwt.  This  root  has  been  hand-picked  and  cleaned  by 
machinery.  It  appears  in  bold  pieces  of  a  beautiful  bright 
yellow  colour.  It  is  just  possible,  however,  that  some  of 
the  active  principle  which  resides  mainly  in  the  softer  por- 
tion of  the  root  near  the  bark  has  been  destroyed  in  the 
cleaning  process. 

Camphor  (crude). — The  advance  continues,  87s.  Qd.  having 
been  asked  for  fair  Japan.  At  the  auctions  98  cases  pinky 
China,  fairly  dry,  were  bought  in  at  90s.  per  cwt.,  but  less 
would  be  accepted.  Reports  from  Hong  Kong,  dated 
November  7,  speak  of  a  firm  and  advancing  market,  with  an 
improved  demand  for  India  and  the  Straits.  There  was  then 
no  stock  of  Formosa,  and  about  300  piculs  of  Japan  camphor. 

Canella  Alba. — A  good  pale  parcel,  though  rather 
broken,  sold  at  20s.  a  cwt. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Ordinary  qualities  only  are  offered. 
Stalk  and  dust  bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Cantharides. — The  market  is  rather  quiet.  The  nearest 
price  for  good  Russian  flies  is  about  5s.  per  lb.  At  to-day's 
auctions  a  cask  was  bought  in  at  5s.  Qd.  Chinese  cantharides 
in  large  supply  and  neglected  ;  Is.  3d.  was  asked  for  6  cases 
small,  broken  and  slightly  mouldy. 

Cardamoms. — To-day's  auctions  comprised  176  packages, 
including  a  very  large  proportion  of  high  grade  cardamoms.. 
Only  the  smaller  part  was  sold,  but  the  quotations  of  the 
last  auctions  were  fully  maintained,  and  occasionally  an 
advance  of  Id.  per  lb.  was  obtained  for  a  fine  lot.  Mangalore 
rather  quiet  and  without  much  demand,  Cc  mark  bought  in 
at  2s.  Qd.  to  3s.  per  lb.  3/ysore,  fine  smooth  pale  bleached, 
sold  at  2s.  lOd.  to  2s.  11^.  ;  good  medium  longish-,  2s.  8^.  to 
2s.  9d.  Ceylon  Malabar,  fair  boldish  yellow,  good  appear- 
ance, 2s.  3d. ;  medium  round,  2s.  to  2s.  Id. ;  dull  fair  slightly 
shelly,  Is.  Qi. ;  coated  medium  plump,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d. ;  dull 
partly  split,  Is.  5d. ;  small  yellow  warty,  Is.  3d. ;  specky, 
Is.  3d. ;  small  partly  split,  lOf  d.  to  Is.  Wild  Ceylon,  rather 
shelly,  sold  at  Qd.  Seven  cases  good  Aleppy  withdrawn. 
Seed,  ordinary  to  good,  partly  damp,  Is.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 
The  Ceylon  exports  from  October  1  to  November  17  are  given 
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as  follows :  1887,  32,036  lbs. ;  1886,  26,386  lbs.  ;  1885, 
18,703  lbs. 

Castorum. — The  annual  sale  went  off  with  good  competi- 
tion, 2,033  lbs.  being  offered  and  sold  at  prices  ranging  from 
34,?.  up  to  42s.  per  lb.,  the  latter  being  the  price  of  firsts. 

Cascarilla. — Three  packages  very  small  and  broken,  pale 
colour,  sold  at  25s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  11  bales  good  pale  silvery 
quill  were  bought  in  at  48s.  per  cwt.  nominally. 

Chiretta. — Fourteen  bales  of  old  import,  nothing  but 
stalk  and  dust  mixed,  sold  without  reserve  at  l\d.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — At  to-day's  sales  several  lots  of  South  Ameri- 
can bark  were  offered,  tbe  assortment  not  being  a  particularly 
good  one.  A  parcel  of  100  bales  Lima,  good  bright  but 
rather  broken  quill,  sold  at  t\\d.  per  lb.  (the  usual  price)  for 
sound  ;  3d.  to  3^d.  for  damaged  ;  and  Id.  per  lb.  for  a  few 
bales  rubbish.  Fine  Loxa  is  wanted,  and  would  fetch 
high  rates.  Three  serons  nearly  all  spurious  Huanoco 
character  are  held  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  Ten  serons  flat 
yellow  Caliszya,  mostly  damaged,  rather  thin  and  dark- 
coloured,  were  bought  in  at  2s.  per  lb.  Nest  Tuesdays' 
auctions  will  probably  be  rather  heavy.  Up  till  to-day 
2,745  packages  Ceylon,  476  East  Indian,  and  1,869  South 
American  bark  are  advertised  for  sale  on  that  occasion. 
The  Ceylon  exports  from  October  1  to  November  17  are 
given  as  follows  :  1887,  976,887  lbs. ;  1886,  1,717,841  lbs.  ; 
1885,  2,509,978  lbs.  Later  telegraphic  reports  state  that  on 
November  25  the  figures  were  :  1887,  1,232,000  lbs.  ;  1886, 
2,250,000  lbs. 

Civet  is  rather  easier ;  seven  horns  of  somewhat  ordinary 
quality  were  bought  in  at  8s.  6d.,  no  offer  being  made.  From 
8s.  to  8s.  6d.  per  oz.  was  named  as  the  price. 

Coca  Leaves. — Of  forty-eight  bales  of  Huanoco  leaves' 
mostly  rather  dark,  five  bales,  the  best  of  the  lot,  good 
greenish  of  new  import,  sold  at  Is.  Q-d.  per  lb.,  Id.  more  than 
was  recently  paid.  Fourteen  bags  of  low  brown,  badly  sea- 
damaged,  1  cwt.  each,  were  offered  at  2s.  6d.  for  half  the  lot, 
but  could  not  find  a  buyer.  A  commission  which  was 
appointed  some  time  ago  to  report  upon  a  scheme  for 
assisting  the  development  of  minor  planting  industries  in 
Guadaloupe  has  recommended  the  introduction  of  coca 
cultivation  into  the  island,  and  suggests  that  loans  upon 
easy  terms  of  repayment  be  granted  to  planters  embarking 
in  this  industry.  It  is  suggested  that  400/.  per  hectare 
(equal  to  about  11.  per  acre)  should  be  the  maximum  amount 
lent. 

Cocaine  unchanged,  and  selling,  according  to  brand,  from 
9/7.  to  Is.  We  understand  that  there  appears  to  be  a  prospect 
of  higher  rates  after  some  time. 

_ Copper  (Sulphate). — Again  dearer,  first  Mint  211. 

Cubebs — A  few  small  shipments  have  been  received 
lately,  but  really  good  hemes  are  still  held  at  high  figures. 
More  than  one  lot  was  offered  at  the  auctions,  but  the  whole 
consisted  of  the  bold  grey  berries.  Three  bags  of  these, 
slightly  stalky  but  badly  sea- damaged,  sold  at  \3l. ;  eight 
bags  bold  dusty,  direct  import,  sold  privately.  For  3  cases 
mouldy  berries,  imported  via,  Calcutta,  211.  is  asked ;  they 
were  bought  in  at  23Z.  per  cwt. 

Cuscus-grass.— A  parcel  of  43  bales  sea-damaged  sold 
cheaply,  at  9s.  per  cwt. ;  another  of  70  bales  was  bought  in, 
at  70s.  per  cwt. 

Dill  Seed. — Twelve  bags  were  bought  in  at  15s.  per  cwt. 
2s.  less  being  named  as  the  price. 

Dragon's  Blood. — Only  one  single  case  pale  bricky  slab 
was  offered,  and  bought  in  at  61.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  op  Rye. — The  maiket  is  rather  weak,  and  the  prices 
lately  quoted  would  scarcely  be  obtainable.  At  auction  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.  was  refused  for  13  bags  sifted  Spanish,  and  Is.  for 
fair  Russian  ;  10  cases  wormy  Spanish  are  held  at  Is.  6d.  per 
lb.,  the  bought-in  price  being  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Fenugreek  Seed. — Fair  Morocco  is  held  at  8s.  per  cwt., 
7s.  9d.  being  refused  for  a  lot  in  sale.  Rather  more  stony 
seed,  loose,  is  held  at  7s.  6d.  to  7s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Galls  firm.  At  to-day's  auctions  good  blue  Turley  galls 
were  bought  in  at  62s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  ordinary  sorts  sold  at 
52s.  6d.  per  cwt.    According  >  to  reports  from  Canton,  dated 


November  7,  the  crop  in  China  was  expected  to  be  a  small 
one.  At  Shanghai  at  the  same  time  supplies  had  not  yet- 
arrived,  the  balance  of  the  stock  had  been  taken  out  of  the- 
market  by  natives  forreshipmentto  Tientsin.  It  was  thought 
that  prices  would  continue  to  rule  high  during  the  season. 

Gambier  experienced  a  slight  decline  at  the  auctions,. 
23s.  6d.  to  23s.  9d.  per  cwt.  being  accepted  for  a  new  parcel 
bhck,  just  landed. 

Gentian  Root. — Ten  bales  rather  ordinary  dark  root  sold 
at  16s.  6^.  per  cwt.    Good  bright  is  worth  a  little  more. 

Glycerine  unchanged  at  321.  to  851.  per  ton  for  s.g.  1,260. 

Gum  Ammoniacum.  —  Nine  cases  of  old  import  were 
offered.  Part  of  these  sold  at  low  prices  ;  dark  but  fair 
almondy  block,  at  20s.  ;  fair  pale  yellow  drop,  seedy  and.1 
slightly  drossy,  also  at  20s. ;  small  grey  seedy  sittings,  9s.  to- 
9s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic  on  the  whole  is  quiet,  with  little  alteration- 
in  price.  As  regards  Barbary  gums,  Amrad  is  quiet,  with 
small  sales  at  82s.  6d.  to  85s.  per  cwt.  Good  brown  Barbary 
scarce,  with  sales  at  51.  and  51.  2s.  6d.  for  common,  and  at 
51.  7s.  6d.  for  fair  middling.  Ghezirah  gum  is  in  small  sup- 
ply, and  held  for  92s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At  the  auctions  to-day 
5  serons  good  pale  dusty  Turkey  sorts  sold  at  131.  per  cwt. 
privately ;  the  sales  are  limited  to  retail  lots.  For  Senegal' 
the  demand  is  slow,  but  holders  are  very  firm.  High  prices 
are  reported  from  Bordeaux.  Three  bags  Australian  gum- 
were  sold  to-day  at  68s.  for  fair  free  drop,  rather  dusty,  and 
somewhat  woody. 

Gum  Benjamin. — The  supply  consisted  of  a  few  odds  and- 
ends  only.  One  case  Siam,  of  old  import,  blocky  almonds,, 
dark  coloured,  sold  at  131.  Another  case  dark  and  blocky 
dust  of  nondescript  origin  was  bought  in  at  the  fancy  price- 
of  101.  10s.  Good  loose  almonds,  partly  blocky,  fair  colour,, 
realised  181.  5s.  Four  cases  ordinary  seconds,  dull  colour, 
slightly  almondy  centres  and  false  packed  corners,  sold 
without  reserve  at  11.  5s.  to  11.  Is.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Kino. — The  demand  appears  to  have  somewhat 
improved.  For  3  cases  good  bright  broken  grain  43s.  was- 
offered,  but  the  limit  was  46s.  per  cwt.  15  cases,  fair 
quality,  were  bought  in  at  43s.  6^.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Myrrh. — Unchanged ;  no  fine  selected  gum  was 
offered.  Good  pale  Aden  sorts  are  held  at  95s.  per  cwt. ;  10" 
bales  rather  dusty  sold  at  90s.  to  93s.  per  cwt.,  the  first  price 
being  cheap ;  5  bags  dark  brown  drossy  bought  in  at  90s.,, 
very  much  above  the  value. 

Honey  quiet.  No  very  fine  lots  were  offered  at  to- day 's- 
auctions,  but  privately  the  late  rates  are  barely  maintained. 
Forty-eight  cases  Californian  were  bought  in,  30s.  being 
asked  for  good  pale.  Ten  kegs  fair  half-candied  Irish  were 
bought  in  at  32s.  per  cwt. 

Insect  Flowers. — Since  our  last  report  prices  have  com- 
menced to  give  way,  and  may  now  be  quoted  fully  10s.  lower, 
viz.,  220s.  for  open,  232s.  for  half  closed,  and  246s.  for  closed 
Dalmatian  flowers,  London  terms.  It  is  now  thought  pro- 
bable that  after  the  commencement  of  the  year  prices  will 
give  way  still  further. 

Iodine. — Firm  but  unchanged  at  9d.  per  oz.  for  crude, 
10\d.  for  resublimed,  and  lis.  3d.  per  oz.  for  potassium  iodide. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  assortment  offered  for  sale  to-day,, 
consisting  of  only  19  bales,  was  by  no  means  an  elegant  one. 
Holders  did  not  seem  at  all  anxious  to  part  with  their  goods, 
and  only  9  packages  sold,  at  an  advance  of  fully  3d.  per  lb.  ; 
good  annulated  slightly  damaged,  4s.  Id. ;  second-class 
damaged  and  mouldy,  4s.  5d.  to  4s.  6d. ;  badly  damaged, 
4s.  4d. ;  very  thin  wiry,  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Irish  Moss. — Eight  bales  were  sold  without  reserve  at 
10s.  per  lot. 

Isinglass. — At  the  weekly  auctions  on  Tuesday  about 
83,000  lbs.  were  offered,  the  greater  part  of  which  sold  a& 
follows : — Bombay  tongue  met  a  good  demand  at  previous 
ratas  to  an  advance  of  2d.  for  the  better  qualities  of  long  ;: 
bladder  pipe  higher ;  cake  sold  steadily.  Penang  leaf  sold 
without  change  for  ordinary  to  medium,  but  at  a  decline  of 
2d.  to  3^.  for  good  to  fine  ;  tongue  met  scarcely  any  demand, 
and  was  all  bought  in  ;  cake  at  former  rates.    Saigon  leaf 
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■brought  steady  prices.  Brazil  lump  sold  at  abouflast  sales' 
rates  for  the  better  qualities,  but  Id.  to  2d.  dearer  for 
•ordinary  to  good  ordinary ;  tongue  at  full  prices.  West 
Indian  was  firm. 

Jalap  unaltered.  A  parcel  of  25  bales  rather  mixed 
Vera  Cruz  and  Tampleo,  partly  wormy,  are  held  at  Q\d.  per 
lb. ;  less  might  perhaps  be  taken. 

Kamala. — A  small  lot  was  offered  and  bought  in  at  Qd. 
per  lb  ;  5d.  is  said  to  be  the  price. 

Mercurials  — Since  last  week  prices  have  further  ad- 
vanced, but  in  the  present  condition  of  mercury  they  are  sub- 
ject to  almost  daily  change.  We  now  quote: — Calomel,  3s.  lid  ■ 
Corrosive  sublimate,  3s.  Id.  ;  Precipitate,  red,  4s.  2d.,  white, 
As.  Id. ;  Ointment,  2s.  Qd. ;  Blue  pill,  2s.  Qd.\  English  Vermilion, 
3s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Musk. — Although  several  cases  have  arrived  lately  (another 
•one  came  to  hand  this  week  from  Shanghai  per  Glen- 
■aarry)  the  assortment  offered  to-day  was  not  a  particu- 
larly heavy  one,  although  there  were  several  tons  of  fine 
quality.  While  buyers  were  willing  to  pay  even  a  con- 
siderable advance  on  the  lately  established  rates,  holders 
were  so  firm  that  most  of  the  caddies  shown  had  to  be 
bought  in.  Four  caddies  Tonquin,  pods,  first  pile,  small  to 
■bold,  well  trimmed,  very  thin  blue  skin  and  under  skin, 
slightly  damp,  were  bought  in  at  130;?.  Bidding  ran  up  from 
115s.  to  119s.  per  oz .,  but  120s.  was  the  lowest  price  named. 
•Of  four  caddies  small  to  medium  hard  old-fashioned  pods, 
•with  skin  and  underskin,  not  very  dry,  two  sold  at  104s.  and 
two  at  103s.  per  cz.  Five  tins  pods,  mostly  small,  a  few 
bold,  round,  rather  skinny,  rough  appearance,  were  bought 
in  at  125s.,  bidding  ranging  from  105s.  to  107s.  One  tin  fine 
but  rather  broken  pods,  extremely  thin  purple  skin,  slight 
•underskin,  is  held  at  130s.  per  oz.  Fair  but  hard  skinny, 
third  pile,  adulterated,  sold  at  42s  to  45s.  per  oz.,  empty 
pods  at  3s.  Qd.  ;  trimmings  at  Is.  <\d.  to  Is.  9d.  ;  Nepa/vl 
-skin  at  Qd.  per  oz.  One  tin  Tonquin  pods  damp,  mixed 
sizes,  blue  skin  and  underskin,  rough  appearance,  sold  at  70s. ; 
•hard  skinny  adulterated  at  15s  to  2Ls.  For  damp  Russian 
-Gabardine  lis.  was  refused,  while  one  tin  China  sold  at  21s. 
■Grain  musk  nearly  all  bought  in. 

Oil  (Castor). — Remains  fairly  steady.  Fine  Italian  and 
Calcutta  Qd. ;  good  Coconada  2\d.  per  lb.  Calcutta  reports, 
•dated  November  22,  mention  the  castor- oil  market  as  very  firm 
and  higher,  owing  to  an  advance  in  the  price  of  seed  ;  1,500 
-cases  have  been  sold  for  Australia. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — There  is  little  doing.  Prices  remain 
nominally  3s.  9d.  to  4s.  3d.  for  finest  non-congealable,  3s.  Qd. 
ito  3s.  Qd.  for  summer  oil. 

Oils  (Essential). — Star-anise  on  the  spot  is  inquired 
ifor,  but   supplies  seem  somewhat   short.    It  is  doubtful 
whether  7s.  Qd.  would  still  buy,  but  for  arrival  much  lower 
.prices  rule.    At  Macao  on  November  7,  there  were  about  200 
,piculs  Star-anise  oil  in  stock.    The  low  rates  then  prevailing 
were  beginning  to  attract  speculative  attention.    Italian  oils 
•unaltered,  with  the  exception  of  Bergamot,  for  which  higher 
prices  are  asked,  say  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  fine.    We  hear  from 
■Southern  France  that  Cassie  f/omade  is  likely  to  be  dearer. 
■Oil  if  cassia  on  the  spot  is  still  steady  at  3s.  to  3s.  Id.  per  lb. 
At  last  a  small  quantity  of  Cinnamon  oil  (739  oz.)  for- 
warded   to    Marseilles  per    Armenia,   has    left  Ceylon. 
This    constitutes    the     whole     of     the    exports  from 
■October   1    up    to   November   17.    In   1886   the  figures 
were  7,307  oz.,  in   1885  9,234  oz.,  in  1884    26,068  oz. 
The  shipments  of  Citronella"p\\  from  Ceylon  are  the  largest  on 
record  so  far,  having  been,  from  October  1  to  November  17, 
in  1887,  1,657,752  oz. ;  1886,313,632  oz  ;  1885,  1,648,092  oz. 
The  article  is  entirely  neglected  here,  J  to  J|  per  oz.  being 
-quoted  for  native  brands.    The  fact  that  even  the  recent 
-speculative  wave  which  attacked  nearly  all  cheap  articles 
•did  not  affect  this  one  is  a  good  proof  of  its  demoralised 
position.    Lavend  r  unaltered  at  28s.  for  the  best  English. 
Lemon-grass  unaltered  at  l\d.  to  2d.  per  oz.    Oil  of  limes  is 
held  at  3s.  3d.  for  good  quality.     Six  cases  Nutmeg  oil  of 
rather  weak  flavour  were  bought  in  at  Q\d.  per  oz.     Otto  of 
rose  unchanged  at  20s.  Qd.  f.o.b.  Constantinople  for  good  brands. 
Two  cases  Patohouly  nil  of  good  quality  were  bought  in  at 
2s.  3d.  per  oz.,  but  2s.  was  suggested.     These  two  cases  have 
been  offered  repeatedly,  and  the  holders  are  gradually  mode- 
■caliQ^  their  demands.  They  have  already  come  down  from  3s. 


American  oil  of  Peppermint  (HGH)  is  still  offering  at 
lis.  Qd.  per  lb.,  London  terms  for  forward  delivery,  and 
12s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  without  finding'  buyers.  The  price  of 
Cooking's  brand  of  Menthol  has  been  fixed  at  9».  per  lb.,  but 
other  brands  offer  lower,  both  on  the  spot  and  for  arrival.  Of 
Spearmint  7  cases  were  offered  at  the  sales,  but  the  whole 
was  bought  in,  D&O  without  mention  of  price,  HGH  at 
16s.  nominally.  Tlang  ylang  very  quiet  and  neglected. 
Twenty  bottles  in  sale  bought  in  at  7s.  Qd.  per  oz.,  but  6s.  was 
suggested  as  likely  to  be  acceptable. 

Opium. — There  is  no  change  on  our  market,  and  busi- 
ness here  is  practically  at  a  standstill.  From  Smyrna  an 
advance  is  reported  per  cable.  Mail  advices  from  that  port 
state  that  holders  of  old  Karahissar  tale  quale  seem  disposed 
to  accept  prices.  This  condition  has  been  brought  about  by 
the  demoralisation  of  small  speculators  of  old  tale  quale,  who 
had  speculated  and  pledged  their  goods  in  order  to  get 
money  at  10  to  12  per  cent.  Regular  holders  followed  the 
fall  of  prices  in  consequence  of  the  favourable  news  from  the 
interior  upon  the  winter  sowings.  It  is  considered  that  for 
many  years  there  has  not  been  such  a  low  figure  in  the 
general  stock  of  opium  at  the  beginning  of  the  crop,  and 
that  if  prices  had  to  be  based  on  statistics  and  consumers' 
requirements,  no  further  serious  decline  could  be  expected  ; 
but  goods  have  been  so  often  sold  according  to  the  more  or  less 
favourable  opinion  entertained  by  the  holder,  that  a  serious 
fall  may  still  take  place,  just  as  easily  as  the  exaggerated  rise 
due  to  the  erroneous  expectations  respecting  the  influence 
which  this  year's  short  crop  would  have  had  on  prices.  The 
fall  is  thought  likely  to  continue  as  long  as  the  weather  is 
mild  and  the  winter  sowings  progress  favourably,  but  may 
give  way  to  a  reaction  as  soon  as  cold  weather  sets  in,  for 
holders  will  take  courage  and  be  more  disposed  to  run  the 
risk  of  the  coming  crop.  The  stock  here  is  estimated  at 
1,500  baskets,  but  holders  generally  are  concealing  the  actual 
figure.  The  arrivals  on  December  3  were  764  baskets, 
against  373  last  year  at  same  period. 

Orris  Root. — Thirty-one  serom  fairly  goo  1  Mogadore 
rather  bold,  are  held  at  3Ds.  ;  an  offer  of  Qd.  less  was  refused. 

Quicksilver. — At  the  end  of  last  week  the  price  suddenly 
advanced  to  111.  5s.  per  bottle,  and  since  then  it  has  been 
fluctuating,  though  tending  lower.  To-day  there  are  buyers 
at  10/.  10s.  It  is  said  that  the  importers  have  sold  small 
quantities  at  111.  5s.  and  their  price  is  now  named  at  12/., 
though  in  reality  they  cannot  be  said  to  quote.  The  imports 
of  mercury  during  the  month  of  November  were  only 
374  bottles  (against  1,004  in  1886),  and  the  exports  6,118 
bottles  (3,310  in  1886).  The  stock,  not  counting  the  home 
consumption,  has^therefore  diminished  by  5,744  bottles,  which 
would  decidedly  warrant  a  certain  temporary  advance  in 
price.  The  first  hand  London  stock  on  November  30  was 
computed  at  39,000  bottles  (against  54,000  last  year).  We 
should  consider  this  a  rather  low  estimate. 

Quinine. — The  market  this  week  opened  rather  quieter, 
and  the  prices  quoted  in  our  last  report  were  not  obtainable, 
though  at  lower  rates  it  seemed  as  if  a  large  business  might 
have  been  done.  Later  in  the  week  a  slightly  better  feeling 
temporarily  prevailed,  resulting  in  considerable  transactions 
of  German  in  bulk,  at  2s.  per  oz.  Since  then  the  feeling  has 
again  become  weaker,  and  to-day  German  manufacturers 
"  solicit  orders  "  at  Is.  lid.  per  oz.,  which  is,  however,  thought 
to  be  a  manoeuvre  not  unconnected  with  a  desire  to  depress 
the  forthcoming  sales.  At  to-day's  auctions  20  tins  of 
100  oz.  each  Dutch  quinine  were  offered,  and  bought  in 
at  2s.  Id.  per  oz.  ;  Is.  lid.  is  the  price  asked,  and 
from  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  lQ\d.  was  offered.  Our  Amsterdam 
correspondent's  letter  contains  an  interesting  statement  con- 
cerning a  quinine  contract  for  the  Dutch  Government. 
Other  Cinchona  Salts. — Messrs.  Howards  quote  sulphate 
of  quinidine,  lOd.  to  Is.  ;  of  cinchonidine,  Qd.  to  Qd. ;  hydro- 
chlorate  of  cinchonine,  3d.  to  Qd.  per  oz.  At  to-day's 
auctions  4,000  oz.  Brunswick  quinidine  sulphate  in  bulk  sold 
at  3d.  per  oz. — a  good  price.  For  22,000  oz.  sulphate  of  cin- 
chonidine (Brunswick),  in  bulk,  3d.  was  bid,  but  the  price  is 
3\d.  per  oz. 

Rhubarb  quiet,  old  lots  selling  very  cheaply.  To-day's 
supply  consisted  of  152  casts,  including  a  fine  parcel  of 
newly-imported  Skend  The  latter  was  bought  in  at  2s.  for 
good  medium  to  bold  round  and  Is.  9d.  for  fair  flat.    A  small 
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parcel  fair  small  round  trimming  root  sold  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 
Medium-sized  round,  good  coat,  slightly  spongy,  sold  at 
Is.  lOd. ;  bold  grey  fracture  fair  flat,  at  Is.  bd.  ;  bold  round, 
fair  fracture,  but  wormy,  1CW.  ;  fair  grey  fracture,  round 
wormy  pickings,  7^d.  per  lb.  Fiat  Canton,  small  to  medium, 
fair  coat,  mostly  good  pinky  fracture,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb. 

Saffron  may  be  quoted  Is.  per  lb.  higher  since  last 
week. 

Saesapaeilla. — The  110  packages  offered  to-day  were 
composed  for  the  greater  part  of  genuine  grey  Jamaica,  root, 
which  sold  at  a  decline  of  about  2d.  per  lb.,  good  sound  grey 
2s.  to  2s.  2d.,  damaged  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  ;  red  native  at  Is.  4<^. 
Honduras  neglected;  crown  HM,  dull  root,  sold  at  9d.  per  lb. 
13  bales  Jamaica  character,  without  beard,  sold  at  8kd.  to 
Wd.  per  lb.    A  lot  of  chumpy  Para  root  was  bought  in. 

Senega  keeps  steady.  A  lot  of  dull  chumpy  root  sold  at 
Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  to-day.  Good  root  is  not  obtainable  at  that 
price. 

Senna. — A  very  large  quantity,  consisting  of  654  bales 
TinnevcUy  leaves,  came  up  to-day  for  auction.  Nearly  the 
whole  was  of  ordinary  quality,  and  sold  below  2\d.  per  lb. 
The  bulk  was  sold  at  a  decline  of  from  \d.  to  \d.  per  ib. 
Ordinary  to  fair  medium  greenish,  but  thin,  l\d.  to  2'^d. ; 
fair,  3d.  to  3\d. ;  good  green  leaf,  bd. ;  bold  to  extra  line, 
Ghd.  to  ll\d.  per  lb. 

Shellac. — The  auctions  this  week  were  again  very  heavy, 
many  holders  being  anxious  to  utilise  the  rise  for  liquidating 
stock  which  they  bave  vainly  held  for  a  long  time  in  the 
face  of  a  steadily  declining  market.  The  2,109  cases  offered 
were  evidently  more  than  the  market  could  bear,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lots  changing  hands  were  those  offered 
"  without  reserve."  In  all,  some  1,150  cases  found  pur- 
chasers at  a  rather  pronounced  decline  all  round,  the  fall 
being  about  3s.,  occasionally  more,  on  Second  orange ;  Is.  to 
2s.  on  Garnet  ;  and  about  4s.  on  Button  lac.  The  prices  were 
as  follows : — First  orange,  62s.  to  66s. ;  fine  second  orange, 
60s. ;  good  ditto,  56s.  to  57s. ;  livery  and  cakey,  53s.  to  55s. 
Garnet  AC,  48s.  6d.  to  49s.  Button,  firsts,  64s.  to  70s. ; 
seconds,  55s.  to  58s. ;  thirds,  46s.  6d.  to  52s.  per  cwt.  After 
the  auctions  the  market  recovered  somewhat,  and  closes 
steady  with  good  inquiry,  with  sales  of  TN  on  the  spot  at 
57s.  6d. ;  first  orange  forward  delivery,  66s.  c.i.f. ;  AC  garnet, 
49s.  c.i.f.  Under  date  of  November  22,  the  Calcutta  market 
is  described  at  unchanged.  Buyers  are  not  so  keen  as  before, 
and  sellers,  especially  of  good  marks,  are  quite  indifferent. 
Several  of  the  best  marks  have  been  entirely  withdrawn  from 
the  market,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  suitable  sticklac.  Sellers 
of  button  lac  had  advanced  their  prices  sharply,  although 
very  little  business  had  been  done.  Good  qualities  were  very 
scarce. 

Squills. — Good  white  are  badly  wanted.    A  parcel  of 
fair  old  palish  squills  sold  cheaply  at  2kd.  per  lb. 

Tonquin  Beans. — Neglected.  -  Twelve  cases  fair  Para 
bought  in  at  2s.  3d.,  foxy  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  Fine  frosty 
Angostura  quoted  at  7s.  per  lb. 

Tuemebic  depressed.  At  the  auctions  only  a  few  lots  dull 
Madras  bulbs  sold  at  7s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — The  quantity  offered  was  only  137  tins,  just 
over  the  limit  at  which,  according  to  a  recent  decision, 
vanilla  is  to  be  sold  separately.  But  the  druggists  made  no 
objection,  save  when  the  heaviest  catalogue  was  reached, 
when  they  asked  that  the  vanilla  should  be  sold  at  the  end 
of  the  catalogue,  a  request  which  was  at  once  conceded.  A 
good  quantity  sold  at  about  2s.  decline,  3|  to  6|  in.,  6s.  6d. 
to  13s. ;  6k  to  7J  in.,  14s.  to  14s.  6d.  The  assortment  was  a  poor 
one.  The  latest  reports  from  Madagascar  state  that  a  splendid 
crop  has  been  procured  this  season  on  two  new  plantations  in 
the  island,  one  of  which  is  owned  by  an  Englishman  and  the 
other  by  a  Frenchman.  The  former  is  laying  out  plantations 
on  a  very  large  scale  and  it  may  now  be  considered  certain 
tiiat,  under  favourable  circumstances,  Madagascar  vanilla 
will  ere  long  be  placed  on  the  European  markets  in  con- 
siderable quantities.  The  beans  cured  this  year  are  said  to 
be  by  far  the  best  ever  produced  in  Madagascar.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  give  the  names  of  the  Madagascar  planters  to  any 
wholesale  firms  desirous  of  entering  into  communication  with 
them. 


THE  AMERICAN  MARKETS. 


New  York,  December  2. 

ALTHOUGH  our  druggists  harre  been  flooded  with  cable- 
grams from  your  side  reporting  ths  great  advance  in 
quinine,  mercury,  shellac,  citric  acid,  &c ,  prices  here  have 
only  slowly  responded,  without  any  speculation  being  de- 
veloped on  this  side.  Consumers  being  generally  well  sup- 
plied are  holding  off,  and  business  is  rather  dull.  This  is- 
expected  to  be  the  case  till  after  the  turn  of  the  year. 

The  prices  sterling  (in  parentheses)  are  what  the  different 
articles  would  cost  delivered  in  London,  all  market  allow- 
ances, discounts,  &c,  being  taken  into  account.  Importers 
can  therefore  see  at  a  glance  the  course  of  this  market  com- 
pared with  their  own. 

Aloes  (Ctjbaoao). — Further  arrivals  of  300  boxes  are- 
reported.  There  are  no  buyers  for  the  large  quantity  of 
1,300  boxes  in  first  hands. 

Balsams  — No  arrivals  of  Copaiba  are  reported  ;  the  market 
is  unchanged.  Maranham,  42c.  (is.  lOkd.)  for  bright.  Para, 
very  scarce  and  dear;  45c.  (2s.)  is  the  nominal  quotation. 
There  would  be  a  good  market  for  light- coloured  balsam. 
Tolu. — Most  of  the  recent  arrivals  have  been  bought  up  at 
30c.  (Is.  4^.).  Peru  appears  greatly  neglected.  There  is  no 
demand  even  in  a  jobbing  way,  and  single  cases  have  been 
sold  as  low  as  $1.05  (4s.  3d.). 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  dearer;  4-oz.  blocks  are  quoted 
24c.  (Is.  0^d.),  and  higher  rates  expected. 

Guaeana. — This  article  is  not  in  much  demand.  There 
are  one  or  two  small  lots  lying  here  in  bond,  but  nobody 
appears  to  want  them. 

Gum  Chicle. — The  stock  being  enormous,  the  market  has- 
given  way,  and  24o.  (Is.  0'^d.)  would  buy  even  in  small  lots. 

Leaves. — The  stock  of  Huanoco  Coca  has  been  nearly 
all  bought  up  by  the  cocaine-makers,  and  only  a  few  parcels- 
are  to  be  found.  For  them  30c.  (Is.  4^.)  is  demanded.  The 
Truxillo  quality  is  also  scarce.  The  crude  cocaine  is  coming 
into  use  here  for  manufacturing,  but  the  import  duty  of" 
25  per  cent,  tells  against  it.  Jaborandi. — Fourteen  bales- 
arrived,  and  are  offered  at  14c.  (3d.).  Damiana. — The  new 
green  are  now  offering  at  24c.  (Is.  2d.). 

Oil  (Cotton-seed). — The  market  is  still  unsettled,  the- 
range  of  prices  being  so  high  as  practically  to  stop  business. 

Oil  (Peppeemint). — Our  market  is  demoralised.  Nr> 
demand  for  bulk  oil,  aud  sellers  of  H.  G.  Hotchkiss  at  much 
below  the  recent  cost.  The  "  bear  "  movement  is  still  in  full 
operation. 

Quinine  — There  has  been  considerable  inquiry  for  prime- 
German  brands  from  Europe,  and  several  purchases  were- 
made,  but  whether  for  shipment  or  to  be  held  here  as  a, 
speculation  has  not  transpired  as  yet.  To-day  the  price  of 
bulk  is  42c.  (Is.  10d.,  5  per  cent.),  but  there  is  not  much 
demand  for  the  home  trade.  The  American  makers  raised 
their  price  yesterday  for  1-oz.  vials  to  50c.  (2s.  2d.,  5  per  cent  ). 
The  stock  held  here  by  speculators  is  large,  but  most  of  it- 
cost  high  figures. 

Roots. —  Golden  Seal  continues  scarce  and  dear,  say  about 
32c.  (Is.  b^d.y.  Jalap :  with  the  exception  of  170  bales  in. 
the  hands  of  an  assignee,  the  stock  is  small.  No  arrivals 
took  place.  Kava  kava,  has  declined  to  18c.  (10<Z.).  Senega 
is  firmly  held.  There  is  not  much  demand,  but  sales  for 
export  have  been  made  at  45c.  (2s.  0\d.),  while  50c.  is  the- 
market  price.  Scrpentaria. — The  low  price  attracted  either 
a  speculator  or  a  large  consumer,  for  during  the  week  fully 
5  tons  were  taken  out  of  the  market.  This  may  develop 
into  another  "  corner,"  although  one  would  think  that  the 
experience  gained  in  the  last  would  deter  speculators. 

Saesapaeilla  (Mexican). — The  bankrupt  firm  that  con- 
trols the  bulk  of  the  stock  here  (about  800  bales)  raised  their 
asking  price  to  8c.  (bd.).  The  market,  however,  may  be 
quoted  7^c.  (Q\d.),  while  offers  are  made  from  Tampico  at 
6ic.  (4irf.). 
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THE  DUTCH  MARKET. 


Amsterdam,  December  14. 

Cinchona. — Yesterday  I  received  the  analysis  of  eight 
samples  of  Java  bark  which  were  sent  to  a  renowned  German 
analyst  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  trees,  of 
which  the  samples  were  cut,  would  suitably  be  used  for 
multiplying.    The  result  is  stated  as  follows  : — 

1st  sample,  Ledgeriana     ..       ..    9'80  per  cent,  quinine  sulphate 
„       .  Hybrida       ..       ..    9-35       „  „ 
....  10-97 
....  10  50 
..  8-93 
....  11-26 
..  9-50 
..  9-5D 

Total  ..       ..       ..  79-1:9  per  cent.,  or  an  average  o£ 

10  per  cent. 

The  planters  will  receive  orders  to  raise  at  least 
300,000  plants  from  these  rich  trees,  which  have  been 
selected  from  a  large  number  of  the  same  kind  in  a 
private  plantation  existing  since  1881.  The  fact  here 
stated  must  cause  reflections  with  regard  to  the  future 
■of  cinchona  bark  and  its  alkaloids,  which  may  prove  to  be 
of  some  interest  to  bark  planters  and  shippers  and  buyers  of 
the  alkaloids. 

There  are  in  Java  at  least  sixty  private  plantations  of  cin- 
chona bark,  besides  the  extensive  Government  plantations. 
Most  of  the  former  have  been  established  in  the  years  1879 
*io  1882.  Seeds  and  plants  were  furnished  by  the  director 
■of  the  Government  plantations,  the  existence  of  which  may 
be  dated  back  before  1860. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  private  planters  obtained  in  many 
■instances  richer  bark  than  the  Government,  whose  barks 
seldom  surpassed  7  per  cent,  sulphate  of  quinine,  whilst  many 
■a  parcel  was  forwarded  by  private  planters  having  9  to  10  per 
■cent,  of  this  alkaloid. 

It  is  generally  suggested  that  the  heavy  quantities  of 
■Ceylon  bark  shipped  lately  pressed  down  the  value  to  figures 
at  which  the  net  receipt  did  not  even  cover  the  expenses  for 
harvesting,  and  freight  and  selling,  if  the  bark  did  not  con- 
tain more  than  2  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  quinine.  Since  a 
few  weeks,  circumstances  have  altered  in  favour  of  owners  of 
bark,  but  it  may  be  supposed  that  this  improvement  will  in- 
duce many  a  Ceylon  owner,  who  did  not  ship  his  bark  for  the 
aforesaid  reason,  now  to  send  over  as  much  as  possible  to 
Europe,  and  that  in  consequence  a  drooping  tendency  will 
again  prevail  ere  long.  But  it  is  not  so  much  my  purpose  to 
point  out  that  probably  low  rates  of  bark  and  quinine 
will  predominate  shortly,  as  to  direct  the  thoughts  of  persons 
interested  to  the  period  when  Java  with  the  produce  of  its 
private  plantations  will  fall  into  the  market ;  this  will  be  in 
1889-1890,  when  a  great  number  of  trees  will  have  attained 
the  age  of  seven  to  ten  years,  every  tree  yielding,  say,  3  lbs. 
■of  bark  of  6  to  10  per  cent,  of  quinine,  every  bale  of  130  lbs. 
bark  representing  8  lbs.  to  13  lbs.  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 

If  the  consumption  of  quinine  has  not  increased  on  an 
enormous  scale  every  cinchona  tree,  the  bark  of  which  does 
not  contain  at  least  4  per  cent,  of  quinine,  will  then  have  lost 
its  raison  d'etre,  and  every  plantation  which  produces  lower 
bark  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  dead  loss. 

All  these  remarks  regard  manufacturer's  bark  only.  The 
■cinchona  known  by  the  general  name  of  "  Druggist's  Bark  " 
has  not  been,  and  will  probably  not  be,  cultivated  on  any 
large  scale,  and  its  future  value  will,  therefore,  not  be  so 
gravely  prejudiced  by  the  coming  Java  deluge. 

Quinine. — On  December  6  a  Government  contract  tender 
took  place  of  750  to  900  kilos.  (  =  26,250  to  31,500  oz.),  buyers' 
•option,  delivery  in  1888.  The  lowest  offer  came  from 
•Bohringer's  (Mannheim)  agent — 35f.  61c.  per  kilo.  (=  Is.  8d. 
,per  oz.),  the  next  following  from  Auerbach's  agent 
<36f.  50c),  the  third  from  a  Hague  house  at  45f.  The 
Government  can  order  the  parcel  at  any  time  in  1888. 
Judging  from  former  experience,  it  may,  however,  be  sup- 
posed that  450  kilos,  will  be  ordered  in  February.  During 
the  recent  rise  only  a  small  business  has  been  done  in  this 
■country,  owing  to  the  inability  of  manufacturers  to  deliver 


promptly.  The  last  price  paid  was  40f.  per  kilo.,  and  at  this 
figure  small  sales  for  consumption  have  taken  place.  Some 
weeks  ago  a  clergyman  died,  eighty-two  years  old.  This 
venerable  gentleman  began  his  career  about  sixty  years  ago 
as  an  apothecary's  apprentice.  In  his  diary  a  note  was  found, 
dated  from  1828,  in  which  he  states  that  he  was  seriously 
ill,  and  that  he  owed  his  recovery  to  the  kindness  of  his 
principal,  who  gave  him  sulphate  of  quinine,  although  its 
price  was  1  guilder  (Is.  8<rf.)  the  grain.  This  is  211.  12s. 
per  oz.,  against  2s.  Id.  now  !    Tempora  mutantur  ! 

Cocoa  Butter. — The  market  is  very  firm.  Prices  8  per 
cent,  above  last  auction.  Messrs.  van  Houten  &  Son  inform 
their  customers  that  owing  to  the  partial  rebuilding  of  their 
factory  their  production  of  cocoa  butter  during  the  month  of 
December  will  be  smaller  than  usual,  and  that,  consequently, 
their  usual  January  sale  will  be  a  comparatively  small  one. 


THE  GERMAN  MARKET. 


Hamburg,  December  13. 

OUR  market  has  been  fairly  active  since  our  last  report, 
and  a  large  speculative  business  has  been  done  in  many 
drugs  and  chemicals  especially  during  the  last  week.  Indeed, 
the  upward  movement  may  be  said  to  have  extended  to  nearly 
all  the  leading  articles,  but  our  quotations  here  have  not  quite 
responded  to  the  advance  which  set  in  at  London  and  New 
York,  although  for  many  articles  there  appears  to  be  no 
ground  for  anticipating  an  advance.  The  reaction  from  the 
accustomed  dull  times  is  now  being  felt,  and  the  year  will 
close  with  a  hopeful  feeling  for  the  future. 

The  prices  in  this  column  are  given  in  marks  (ll^d.)  per 
100  kilos.,  or  per  kilo.  (1  kilo.  =  2  lb.3J  oz. ;  50  kilo3.  1  cwt.). 
The  prices  in  paientheses  represent  corresponding  prices  per 
English  lb. 

Aloes. —  Cape  without  alteration  :  the  Curacao  variety  is 
very  neglected,  and  no  business  is  passing  in  this  article 
in  spite  of  the  very  low  prices.  Owners  would  probably  not 
be  unwilling  to  make  concessions.  For  their  sake  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  arrivals  will  cease. 

/  Balsams. —  Copaiba  remains  steady  at  3.95-4  (Is.  8d.  to 
1.?.  9d.).  All  parcels  in  iirst  hands  have  been  sold  at  full  prices. 
Peruvian. — A.  great  trade  has  been  done  during  the  last 
fortnight ;  about  60  cases  changed  hands.  The  article  is  so 
cheap  now  that  buyers  are  evidently  availing  themselves  of 
present  low  figures  to  lay  in  good  stocks,  Tolu  unchanged 
3.10  (l.s.  Hd.) 

Barks. — Cinchona:  Porto  Cabello  is  very  scarce,  and  the 
stock  of  fine  qualities  is  quite  exhausted.  Fairly  large 
quantities  of  Lima  bark  were  offered,  but  the  quality  left 
much  to  be  desired,  and  there  is  no  demand  for  this  variety. 
Genuine  loxa  which  would  fetch  high  rates  is  wanting.  Con- 
duranao  is  still  firmly  held  ;  only  small]  arrivals  came  to 
hand,  and  have  been  sold  well. 

Camphor  (Refined)  has  made  a  sharp  advance  since  last 
week.  Holders  are  very  firm,  and  will  only  sell  moderate 
quantities  at  1-95  (9^.).  The  demand  continues  good,  and  a 
further  advance  is  thought  not  unlikely. 

Cantharides  remains  weak  at  last  quotations,  business 
having  been  of  a  strictly  limited  character. 

Leaves. —  Coca:  The  tone  of  the  market  is  rather  easier. 
Jaborandi  are  again  becoming  very  scarce,  only  small  stocks 
exist  on  the  market.  Of  Matico  only  8  bales  have  been 
offered,  and  were  quickly  bought  up  at  1-60  (Id.). 

Menthol.  —  The  market  has  experienced  a  sudden  im- 
provement, and  prices  advanced  to  12§m.  Cos.  6d.).  Reports 
from  Japan  speak  of  very  high  prices  there. 

Quinine  well  maintained  at  62m.  to  64m.  The  demand  is 
steady,  but  not  very  active  ;  there  are  sells  rs,  but  no  buyers. 

Seeds. — In  Sabadilla  the  market  appears  to  be  recovering 
a  little,  and  prices  are  rather  firmer.  Cumin  continues  in  fail- 
demand  at  97  to  98  (4§<Z.). 

Wax  (Japan)  is  slowly  selling  at  103m.  (47;\). 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

Always  send  your  proper  name  and  address:  we  do  not  publish  them  unless 
you  wish. 

Write  on  one  side  of 'Ihe  paper  only;  writeearly;  and  devote  a  separate  sheet 
of  pa  per  to  each  query  if  you  ask  more  than  one, or  if  you  are  writing 
about  other  matters  at  the  same  time. 

If  you  send  us  newspapers ,  please  mark  uhatyou  wish  us  to  read. 

Ask  us  anything  of  pharmaceutical  interest :  we  shall  do  our  best  to  reply. 

Before  writing  for  formula;  consult  the  last  volume,  if  you  have  it. 

Letters,  queries,  &c.,not  noticed  in  this  issue  will,  if  possible, be  attended  tg 
next  week. 


The  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Sib, — Your  reporter,  in  condensing  my  concluding  remarks 
at  the  last  meetirjg  of  tbe  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  makes  me  say  this  : — 

"  He  was  quite  clear  now  that  reports  should  be  sent  to  the 
Council  direct." 

What  I  did  say,  and  in  this  case  my  recollection  tallies 
with  the  official  report,  was,' — 

"  At  the  same  time,  under  the  resolution  constituting  the 
body  (i.e.  the  Executive),  they  were  bound  at  any  time,  as 
indicated  by  the  Council,  to  send  a  report  to  it." 

I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  by  your  inserting  this  note  in 
your  first  issue.  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Edinburgh,  December  10.  H.  Bbllyse  Baildon. 


Chewing  Gum. 

Sie, — Permit  me  to  correct  certain  printer's  errors  in  my 
note  on  "  Chewing  Gum  "  in  your  last  issue,  p.  746  : — Line  16, 
read  "  sapota,"  not  "suprota";  line  37,  read  "  Gcertner,"  not 
"  Scertner  "  ;  line  38,  read  "  gum-chicle,"  not  "  gum-chick. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Galen  Works,  S.E.  John  Moss. 


A  Correction. 

Sie, — In  your  present  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist I  notice  you  report  my  name  as  having  attended  a 
child  dying  from  narcotic  poisoning  (vide  page  730).  As  I 
am  the  only  Warriner,  chemist,  in  Nottingham,  this  report  is 
calculated  to  do  me  incalculable  harm.  Moreover,  as  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  case  in  any  shape  or  form,  I  shall 
thank  you  to  make  an  ample  correction  in  your  next  issue. 
The  gentleman  referred  to  is  Dr.  Warren,  a  fully  qualified 
medical  man.  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Wareinee. 


Tinct.  Nucis  Vomicae  and  Colorimetric  Testing. 

Sie, — I  have  been  much  troubled  with  the  variation  in 
colour  of  this  tincture.  I  presume  that  this  arises  from  the 
amount  of  heat  used  in  m&king  the  extract.  This  uncer- 
tainty of  colour  will  be  one  of  the  disadvantages  inseparable 
from  the  double  operation  in  the  making  of  the  tincture. 

It  would  be  a  benefit  to  have  a  standard  of  intensity  of 
colour.  Not  for  this  tincture  merely,  but  for  general  use  in 
the  critical  examination  of  liquid  preparations.  Some  formula 
for  a  coloured  standard  solution  should  be  devised,  and  the 
dilutions  of  this  should  represent  degrees  of  intensity,  called 
Colorimetric  degrees.  In  Wanklyn  and  Chapman's  "Water 
Analysis "  the  comparison  in  Nesslerising  is  easy,  as  the 
colour  of  the  solutions  is  identical.  But  in  the  standard  I 
suggest  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  deciding  intensity  of 
shade  in  differing  colours.  This  might  be  overcome,  perhaps, 
by  the  use  of  coloured  glasses.     Dark  tinctures,  liquors,  and 


liquid  extracts  would  be  diluted  decimally  for  comparison.  I 
do  not  propose  a  dishonest  making  up  or  reduction  of  colour;, 
but,  as  in  the  case  of  my  tinct.  nucis  vom.,  the  outcome  of  the 
colorimetric  test  would  be  that  such  drugs  as  would  not  pro- 
duce a  correct  result  should  be  used  up  for  some  other 
purpose.  Yours  truly, 

Hedee.. 


Christmas  Holidays. 

Sie, — As  this  festal  day  falls  on  a  Sunday  this  year,  I  beg: 
to  suggest  that  the  metropolitan  drug-houses  and  phar- 
maceutical establishments  should  permit  the  vacation  o£ 
their  employes  to  extend  till  the  Tuesday  evening  following.. 
This  small  extension  of  time  will  assuredly  be  appreciated 
by  the  assistants,  and  enable  very  many  to  visit  their  homes- 
at  a  distance,  and  prevent  many  a  happy  family  circle,  that 
only  meets  once  a  year,  being  abruptly  terminated  at  an  early 
hour  on  Monday  evening  under  the  existing  arrangement. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Iconoclast. 


Drug  Stores  and  Pharmacies. 

Sie, — "  Eureka,"  so  says  your  correspondent  "  Cinnamon  " 
what  a  delightful  time  we  should  have  dancing  round  the 
"  Co-ops,"  and  laughing  at  their  advertisements  for  drug 
clerks  !  how  we  should  scream  to  see  the  directors  weeping 
and  wailing  over  the  useless  "  dispensing  department "  !. 
and  all  this  joy,  and  what  is  more,  the  sweet  jingling  of  our 
tills,  is  only  kept  from  us  because  that  old  tyrant  at  17 
Bloomsbury  Square  does  not  "  legalise  a  clause." 

But  let  us  cool  down  a  little — what !  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  not  a  law  making  body  ? 

Oh  I  dear  !  I  thought  the  Society  was  a  small  party  of 
humbugs  who  were  constantly  engaged  in  making  laws  to 
tyrannise  the  poor  chemists  ;  it  is  a  surprise  to  find  that  this- 
much-dreaded  "  bogy  "  is  only  made  up  of  such  pili-builders 
as  desire  to  keep  a  finger  on  the  work  of  the  law-makers,  via, 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Then,  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  the  legalisers,  I 
fancy  "  Cinnamon  "  or  someone  else  would  have  to  prove  that 
co-operative  drug  stores  were  a  detriment  to  the  public  wel- 
fare and  a  bane  to  society  at  large  before  either  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  or  H.  M.  Government  would  legalise  any 
clause  to  prevent  a  man  from  taking  his  knowledge  and  skill 
to  the  best  market.  Let  it  be  proved  that  the  system  of 
co-operation  is  dangerous  to  public  morals,  wealth,  and 
health,  and  they  will  be  eradicated  from  our  land  by  much 
more  sure  means  than  simply  robbing  them  of  qualified  men. 

We  want  to  close  our  cash  books  a  little  while  and  read  a 
little  political  economy.  Yours  sincerely, 

Nutmeg  (Geatek).  (213/8.) 


The  Irish  Pharmacy  Act. 

SlE, — "  The  better  the  day  the  better  the  deed."  So  Mr. 
Samuel  Clotworthy  must  have  thought  when  he  penned  his 
contribution  in  your  last  issue,  headed  as  above,  and  dated 
December  4  ;  and,  by  way  of  apology,  before  going  further, 
I  beg  to  assure  your  readers  that  it  is  the  exception  for 
business  men  in  Belfast  to  make  Sunday  other  than  a  day  of 
religious  rest. 

The  demands  now  made  by  this  association,  for  whom  Mr: 
Clotworthy  seems  to  be  the  spokesman,  exceed  the  humble 
prayer  for  "mere  legal  existence  "  of  their  deputation  when 
before  the  Council — showing  only  the  danger  of  letting  in 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge.  But,  sir,  the  point  I  wish  to 
deal  with  is  not  the  proceedings  of  this  memorable  associa- 
tion, but  as  to  how  they  compare  with  the  reasons  put  forth 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  for  applying  for  an  amend- 
ment Act.  The  North  of  Ireland  Chemists'  and  Druggists" 
Association,  by  their  resolutions,  see  no  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing  between  those  in  business  before  the  Act  of  1875 
and  those  commencing  afterwards,  nor  would  any  other 
body  possessed  of  ordinary  intelligence ;  but  the  Council  in 
their  simplicity  have  no  such  insight,  for  in  their  memo- 
randum for  their  amendment  Act  they  state  that  they  have 
no  powers  to  compel  persons  who  were  in  business  at  the- 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1875  to  register  their  names,  and 
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therefore  have  no  means  to  distinguish  between  the  parties 
concerned. 

They  then  go  on  to  recommend  the  very  clause  that 
would  give  them  the  means  to  distinguish  by  substituting 
1875  for  1888,  viz.,  '•  To  require  all  chemists  and  druggists 
who  have  been  in  business  on  their  own  account  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1888  ...  to  make  application  to  the 
said  Council  to  have  their  names  registered,  such  application 
to  be  accompanied  by  a  statutory  declaration  that  they  were 
in  business  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1888,  and  also  by 
declarations  to  the  same  purport  made  by  two  duly  qualified 
medical  practitioners  residing  within  ten  miles  of  the  place 
of  business  of  the  applicant."  There  is  not  one  chemist  or 
druggist  in  Ireland  who  was  in  business  prior  to  the  Act  of 
1875  who  could  not  procure  these  declarations  for  1875. 
Why,  then,  go  twelve  years  beyond  the  Act,  the  preamble  of 
which  is  entirely  opposed  to  such  action,  if  their  difficulty  is 
what  they  represent  ?  But  the  majority  of  the  Council  have 
other  interests  in  the  background,  which  would  not  stand 
criticism,  and  it  is  necessary  to  show  cause  to  Parliament  for 
any  new  legislation  ;  so  by  taking  advantage  of  this  deficiency 
in  the  Act  they  propose  to  surreptitiously  legalise  persons 
who  have  been  openly  infringing  the  existing  statute. 

But  does  the  Council  think  pharmaceutical  chemists  are 
going  to  stand  by  and  watch  the  very  foundation  of  their 
existence  being  undermined  by  bringing  into  legal  exist- 
ence a  class  of  traders  who  openly  avow  that  "  common 
sense "  is  all  that  is  required  to  dispense  poisons  to  the 
public ;  for  will  they  not,  buoyed  up  with  their  success,  go 
in  for  prescription  compounding,  by  applying,  in  lieu  of  the 
qualification,  Mr.  Gibson's  (one  of  the  deputation)  "  common 
sense  "  to  that  department  also  ? 

Licentiates  in  Belfast  have  already  commenced  work,  and 
are  determined  to  show  a  hard  fight  for  their  rights,  an 
example  which  should  be  followed  by  others  concerned  all 
over  the  country.  A  committee  should  be  appointed  in  every 
principal  town,  and  Dublin  should  be  headquarters,  where 
a  meeting  should  be  held  to  consider  the  best  means  to  form 
a  joint  opposition.  Truly  yours, 

Belfast.  Pharmacist. 


Sir, — I  suppose  the  caustic  point  of  my  letter  is  the  ques- 
tion, "  Who  is  to  pay  the  piper  ?  " 

If  the  seven  propositions  of  the  "  North  of  Ireland  Associa- 
tion," as  recorded  in  Mr.  Clotworthy's  letter,  are  accepted  by 
the  Council  I  shall  be  much  surprised  ;  but  as  we  have  to 
wait  for  the  "  revised  "  report  (?)  of  our  special  reporter,  per- 
haps Mr.  Clotworthy  will  inform  us  if  the  chemist  and 
druggist  of  the  North  of  Ireland  Association  is  to  be  a  com- 
pounder of  prescriptions,  or  only  a  retailer  of  drugs  and 
poisons,  and  also  explain  provision  (d) — "  Direct  representa- 
tion on  the  Council  in  lieu  of  aQy  payment  beyond  the 
examination  fee."  Yours, 

Another  Dublin  Chemist. 


Linimenturn  Terebinthinae,  B.P. 

"  Yorkshire  "  (16/215)  has  had  this  liniment  to  make  for 
the  first  time  this  week,  and  the  following  was  the  plan  he 
adopted  :  — 

He  says  :  "To  'mix  the  soap  and  water  together' — how? 
Some  correspondents  seem  to  have  attempted  to  do  this  in  a 
mortar,  which  would  no  doubt  be  a  long  and  tedious  process 
and  might  not  yield  a  satisfactory  result ;  but  it  seemed  to 
me  the  best  way  to  warm  them,  and  therefore  I  put  the  soap 
and  water  into  a  porcelain  capsule  and  gently  warmed  it, 
stirring  occasionally  until  they  were  well  mixed,  then  trans- 
ferred the  mixture  to  a  mortar,  well  triturated  it  whilst  the 
turpentine,  in  which  the  camphor  had  been  previously 
dissolved,  was  gradually  added,  the  result  being  a  thick, 
-creamy  emulsion  with  a  slight  greenish  hue,  due  to  the 
colour  of  the  soap.  Time  occupied,  20  minutes.  I  noticed 
that  great  care  was  necessary  in  measuring  the  water,  the 
addition  of  a  little  more  or  less  altering  the  consistency  of 
the  emulsion." 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

211/7.  J.  E.  M.—(Y)  You  will  find  a  full  description  of 
Saccharin  in  our  issue  for  October  1,  page  419.  (2)  See 
issue  of  September  3  for  a  formula  for  Liq.  Picis  Carbonis. 
(3)  We  do  not  know  the  proprietary  article  which  you  refer 
to,  and  it  is  unprofitable  to  guess  at  a  formula. 


57/33.  W. — (1)  We  have  seen  the  book,  but  cannot  recom- 
mend it.  (2)  We  should  think  that  hot  vaseline  will  take 
up  the  active  principle  of  Cantharides  when  the  latter  is 
digested  in  it,  for  mineral  oils  have  been  found  to  extract 
the  cantharides  well,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  cantharadin 
in  the  natural  state  is  associated  with  fatty  acids. 


206/74.  H.  E.  would  be  glad  if  any  of  our  correspondents 
could  inform  him  if  sulphuric  acid  is  used,  and  in  what 
strength,  in  curing  bacon  Wiltshire  style,  by  brushing  on  the 
rind  to  produce  the  red  shiny  appearance  peculiar  to  that 
cure  of  bacon.  II.  E.  suggested  pyroligneous  acid,  but  that 
was  not  what  his  customer  wanted. 


Meal  Powder.  —  In  answer  to  197/60  correspondent, 
Squibs  (212/12)  states  that  he  has  always  understood  "meal 
powder"  to  be  simply  powdered  gunpowder,  and  he  has 
found  it  answer  admirably  in  making  fireworks.  He  always 
uses  that  known  as  "  rock  powder." 


214/15.  Viridis. — There  has  been  a  change  on  the  exami- 
nation recently,  and  no  doubt  atropia  is  correct. 


213/56.  YorHhirc  (Rochester). — See  our  issue  of  Novem- 
ber 5,  p.  594. 


210/59.  W.  TJ.  Granite  Polishing.— This  is  done  as 
follows: — After  the  surface  has  been  made  as  smooth  as 
possible  with  the  chisel,  a  small  smooth  slab  of  stone  or 
granite  is  taken  as  a  rubber,  and  the  surface  well  rubbed 
with  sand  and  water  by  means  of  this  slab,  the  supply  of 
sand  and  water  being  liberal.  In  the  next  stage  emery 
powder  is  used  as  the  grinding  material,  and  finally  the- 
polish  is  imparted  with  a  leatber-covered  piece  of  wood, 
putty  powder  or  rouge  being  used  as  a  "  polish." 


211/72.    C.  G.  Wood.— A  formula  for  Blair's  Pills  has  not 

been  published,  but  we  understand  that  their  chief  consti- 
tuent is  colchicum. 


33/210.  Chlorodyne. — The  dose  of  the  gripe  water  is  a 
teaspoonful  in  a  tablespoonful  or  more  of  sugar  and  hot 
water.  The  formula  was  not  given  as  an  imitation  of  Wood- 
ward's. 


Tikheel. — The  formula  for  the  above  is  said  to  be  :  — 


Butjl  chloral  ..       ..       ..  ..  3j. 

Tr.  gelsemin    xl. 

Tr.  card.  co.  ..       ..       ..  . .  Sj. 

Aquani  ad.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  Jiv. 


M.   A  fourth  part  a  dose. 

SALUS.  (67/214). 


Syrup  of  Tolu  by  the  Cold  Method. — I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  buy  some  tolu  balsam  for  syrup,  which  I  have  lately 
made  by  cold  maceration.  The  new  balsam,  however,  is  too 
soft  for  this  process;  and  on  standing  a  few  hours,  it  floated 
in  a  cake  on  the  surface  of  the  sugar  and  water.  The  cake 
was  broken  up,  and  the  syrup  completed  in  the  usual  way. 
Have  other  chemists  had  tnis  experience  ?  Heder. 


Printing  for  Chemists. —  In  reply  to  "  Nostrum  "  (203/2, 
December  3),  Mr.  Harold  Senier,  88  Norwood  Road,  S.E., 
recommends  from  practical  experience  the  "  Typograph  " 
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made  by  Zuccato  &  Wolff,  of  Charterhouse  Street.  He  has 
found  this  machine  extremely  simple,  very  durable,  and  the 
result  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  any  other  "  graph  "  with 
which  he  is  acquainted. 

212/13.  Gratitude.— In  quinine  wine  there  is  a  gradual 
-deposit  of  sulphate  of  lime,  due  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine 
reacting  with  the  soluble  lime  salt  which  is  always  present, 
in  the  orange  wine.  The  deposit  carries  with  it  some  colour- 
ing matter.  The  best  way  to  overcome  the  objection  is  to 
allow  the  wine  sufficient  time  to  deposit,  keeping  it  meanwhile 
in  a  moderately  warm  place.  It  is  better  not  to  filter  at  the 
time  of  making,  but  to  keep  for  a  few  weeks  before  doing  so. 

211/43.  Arsenicum. — Brown  Ointment. — The  following  is 
the  formula  for  an  ointment  used  for  ophthalmic  purposes, 
but  we  cannot  say  whether  or  not  it  resembles  "  Bates's 


■Compound  Breast  Salve  "  : — 

Bed  precipitate   3ijss. 

Oxide  of  zinc    ..       ..       . .       ..       ..  3j. 

Fresh  butter  

Camphor  (dissolved  in  olive  oil)    ..       ..  Si- 
Mix. 


This  is  a  French  preparation,1,  and  is  sometimes  prppared 
from  red  precipitate  alone  (3ss.)  and  resin  ointment  (§].). 


211/69.  T.  Huglies.— Ginger  Brandy.— Macerate  §  lb.  of 
bruised  Jamaica  ginger  in  a  gallon  of  brandy  for  a  fortnight 
and  strain.  Now  make  a  decoction  of  the  ginger  with  a  gallon 
■of  boiling  water.  Strain  and  dissolve  10  lbs.  of  sugar  in  the 
decoction,  then  add  the  brandy  and  finings  to  clear. 


207/54.  W.  Bvplock. — Luminous  Paint. — See  Balmains' 
specification  (No.  4,852,  1878,  4f/.).  Barium  sulphide  is  said 
to  be  the  luminous  constituent,  but  there  are  other  substances, 
such  as  decayed  oyster  shells,  which  have  the  same  property. 


209/74.  W.  T.  Forbes.— It  is  evident  that  the  lotion  is 
•really  a  paint,  and  the  way  we  would  make  it  would  be  to 
iub  the  powders  together,  add  the  olive  oil,  and  then  the 
lime  water  gradually,  so  that  a  smooth  thick  cream  may 
.result.  It  would  be  sent  out  in  a  wide-mouthed  bottle  with 
a  shake  label. 


213/20. —  Green  Oil. — To  impart  a  green  colour  to  sweet 
oil,  digest  in  a  gallon  of  it  a  pound  or  more  of  fresh  spinach, 
until  the  leaves  are  crisp  and  the  oil  becomes  clear  through 
the  evaporation  of  water.    Then  strain. 


213/28.  Podopli. — As  the  active  constituent  of  podo- 
phyllum is  a  resin  precipitable  by  acids,  it  is  obvious  that  you 
cannot  have  a  "soluble"  and  active  preparation  which  will 
mix  with  acids. 


214/2.  Aloes. — The  salaries  for  qualified  men  indoors 
■range  from  35/.  to  60Z.  a  year,  according  to  ability  and  length 
■of  service ;  outdoor,  70Z.  to  100/.  Major  men  do  not  com- 
mand much  more  unless  they  are  exceptional  men,  and  ex- 
ceptional men  in  all  cases  get  better  salaries. 


214/9.  F.  Jenkins. — It  would  be  almost  hopeless  to  try  to 
•remove  the  oil  stains  from  the  toothbrushes,  but  you  might 
try  a  hot  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda,  afterwards  repohsh- 
ing  with  oil. 


214/66.    Alpha. — Bay  Bum  and.  Cantharidis. — The  fol- 


lowing formula  will  suit  you  :— 

Bay  rum                                           . .  10  oz. 

Glycerine       ..       ..       ..                ..  1  „ 

Vinegar  of  cantharides    A  ,, 

Eau  de  Cologne    A  „ 

Mix  and  filter. 


214/3.  Lux. — The  Snow  Cake  Flour  is  a  mixture  of 
rice  flour,  sugar,  and  baking  powder. 


25/75.    Snilax. — Sarsaparilla  and  Quinine  Bffixture : — 


Compound  tincture  of  cinchona       ..       ..  gij. 

„  ,,  cardamoms    ..  3j. 

Liquid  extract  of  sarsaparilla   31  v. 

Glycerine  ..       ..       ..       ..      ..       ..  jij. 

Distilled  water  to        ..       ..       ...       ..  Jxvi. 


Mix  and  filter  if  necessary.   Dose  :  a  dessertspoonf  ul. 


214/4.  01.  3forrkure. — You  should  not  begin  the  Manu- 
facture of  Coa-liver  Oil  on  the  large  scale  before  you 
visit  a  place  to  see  it  practically  carried  out.  The  finest 
qualities  of  the  oil  are  made  by  picking  out  the  best  of  the 
livers,  washing  and  drying  them  carefully.  They  are  then 
sliced  and  the  pieces  placed  upon  gratings  over  a  reservoir 
into  which  the  oil  drops  as  it  exudes  from  the  livers.  This 
operation  is  done  at  as  low  a  temperature  as  possible.  The 
oil  is  subsequently  exposed  to  a  freezing  temperature  and 
filtered,  whereby  the  stearine  is  separated.  The  second  and 
other  qualities  of  the  oil  are  made  by  steam  heat. 

215/52.  Chemist  (Liverpool). — Pepsine  Wine. — The  fol- 
lowing is  a  reliable  formula,  provided  you  work  with  a  pure 
and  undiluted  pepsine  : — 

Pepsine  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    163  grains. 

Dilute  hydrochloric  acid     . .       . .    160  minims. 

Place  the  pepsine  in  a  pint  bottle,  and  pour  the  acid  upon  it.   Allow  to 
stand  for  an  hour.   Then  add — 

Glycerine        ..       ..       ..  . .   2  oz. 

Distilled  water  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    7  ,, 

Macerate  for  two  days.  Add  11  oz.  of  good  sherry,  and  caramel  to 
colour.   Shake  frequently  for  a  day  or  two,  and  filter. 


215/49.  Sugar. — You  will  get  what  you  want  from  W.  J. 
Bash  &  Co.,  or  Stevenson  &  Howell,  whosi  advertisements 
jou  will  lind  in  this  journal. 


215/16.  //.  W.  G.  Morris.— The  following  is  Dr.  Clay's 


formula  for  Oman  Turpentine  Mixture  : — Dissolve  1  oz.  of 
Chiau  turpentine  in  2  oz.  of  pure  sulphuric  ether  (anhydrous), 
and  from  this  solution,  which  is  readily  effected,  make  the 
following : — ■ 

Ethereal  solution   A.  oz. 

Mucilage  of  tragacanth     ..       ..      ..     4  ,, 

Syrup  1  ,, 

Flowers  of  sulphur  40  grs. 

Water  to   16  oz. 

Dose. — 1  oz.  three  times  daily. 


In  practice  you  will  find  it  advisable  to  rub  the  tragacanth 
powder  and  sulphur  together,  making  the  mucilage  from 
this ;  but  the  addition  of  1  oz.  of  acacia  mucilage  makes  a 
better  emulsion. 


44/216.  Cymro. — We  must  decline  to  give  our  opinion  of 
the  commercial  standing  of  firms  in  these  pages.  The  par- 
ticular firm  you  allude  to  is  unknown  to  us. 


212/48.  A  Country  Chemist. — At  page  102  of  the  current 
volume  you  will  rind  directions  for  bleaching  sponges. 


Information  Wanted. 

[Replies  to  the  following  requests  are  solicited  by  correspon- 
dents of  The  Chemist  and  Detjggist.] 

212/50.  Furniture  cream  jars — Id.,  2d  and  Qd.  sizes — < 
wheie  obtainable  ? 

214/45.  Formula  for  a  perfume  similar  to  Cherry  Blossom. 
214/37.    What  is  pepsine  (Boruss)  1 

2'J/216.  Laine's  gelatine  finings;  maker  or  \cador 
wanted. 
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DISPENSING  NOTES. 


{The  opinion  of  practical  readers  is  invited  on  subjects  dit- 
cussed  under  this  heading^ 

Manchester  Difficulties. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Pharmacy  Students 
Association,  Mr.  Redhead,  Reporter  on  Pharmacy,  introduced 
the  subject  of  dispensing  difficulties.  He  had  the  following 
prescription  presented  to  him  to  dispense,  viz.  :— 

Tinct.  rhei.  co.    Sij. 

Sodii  bicarb  3iij. 

Liq.  strychnine       ..       ..       ..       ..  3iss. 

Tinct.  card.  co.         ..       ..       ..       ..  3iij- 

Inf.  cinchon.  ad   Sviij. 

Ft.  M. 

If  dispensed  the  result  would  be  that  the  sodii  bicarb,  would 
neutralise  the  acid  contained  in  the  liq.  strychnime,  with  the 
inevitable  result  that  the  alkaloid  would  be  precipitated  to 
the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  and  the  patient  would  probably  get 
it  all  in  the  last  dose,  which  would  no  doubt  be  fatal.  The 
following  had  also  been  brought  to  him  by  a  confrere  for  his 


opinion  : — 

Pot.  iodid.  ..  . .  ..  3iij. 

Liq.  hyd.  perch.    3iv. 

Quinin.  sulph.   ..  ..  ..  ..       ..  3ss. 

Acid.  hyd.  dil.   ..  ..  ..  ..      ..  3ij. 

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad  «.  . .  ..       ..  svj. 

Ft.  M. 


If  that  were  dispensed  the  result  would  be  a  deposition  of 
iodohydrargyrate  of  quinine,  which  is  evidently  not  the  pre- 
scriber's  intention,  and  he  should  be  consulted.  The  follow- 
ing was  also  handed  to  him  : — 


Potas.  cblor.     ..    ..  3iss. 

Acid,  hydroch.  dil.  ..       ..       ..  ..  3ss. 

Glycerin.  ..       ..  • .       . .  ..  3ss. 

Acid,  carbol.      ..  ..       ..       ..  ..  Ttlviij. 

Tinct.  krarneri  se  ..       ..       ..  ..  3iij. 

Aq.  ad   Jviij. 

Ft.  M. 


This  had  been  dispensed,  with  the  result  that  an  explosion 
occurred.  He  pointed  out  that  owing  to  the  mixture  being 
kept  in  a  warm  room,  by  means  of  the  heat  the  acid  had 
reacted  on  the  potass,  cblor.  and  euchlorine  was  produced, 
hence  the  explosion. 


Recording  Dispensing  Work. 

Sie, — I  am  gratified  that  my  note  on  this  subject  has 
drawn  out  a  few  opinions.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  we 
are  not  as  scrupulous  in  registering  the  sale  of  poisons  as  the 
Act  would  make  us.  Only  to-day  a  gentleman  bought  some 
liquor  arsenicalis  of  me,  and  was  surprised  that  I  required 
his  signature  for  it.  In  London  he  had  been  supplied  with 
it  freely,  and  no  question  even  was  asked.  Another  man, 
who  buys  sublimate,  tells  me  that  his  former  chemist  took 
his  signature  "  once  for  all,"  and  never  asked  again. 

Yours  truly, 

Hedee. 


Benzoin  Ointment. 

How  should  the  following  prescription  be  dispensed,  so  as 
to  make  a  perfectly  smooth  ointment,  and  contain  all  the 
properties  of  the  benzoin  1 

Pulv.  gum  benzoin  ...       7^      7,  j. 

Ung.  cetacei       ..       „       ..       M       „  Jij. 
Cerat.  simp.  ...  ...  Sij. 

M.   Ft.  ung. 

C.  E.  L.  (212/19.) 

[Melt  the  ointments  and  keep  them  hot  in  a  water-bath 
for  an  hour,  during  which  allow  the  benzoin  to  digest  in  the 
fatty  basis,  stirriDg  occasionally.  Then  strain  through  fine 
muslin.] 


Silver- coating  Blue  Pills. 

Sik, — I  find  a  notion  prevails  in  the  trade  that  blue  pills 
should  not  be  silvered,  as  the  mercury  becomes  amalgamated 
and  the  coating  in  this  manner  destroyed.  Some  men  I  have 
known  have  advocated  the  use  of  gold  leaf,  but  this  is  as  bad 
as  silver,  as  it  is  equally  liable  to  amalgamation. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  find  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the 
case  of  either.  My  process  is  to  work  up  the  blue  mass  with 
P.  tragacanth  in  the  proportion  of  4  grains  to  1  drachm,  well 
dry  the  pills  before  the  fire,  and  silver  with  gum  in  the  usual 
manner,  using  a  boxwood  burnisher  to  finish  off.  I  think,  in 
all  probability,  the  small  quantity  of  mucilage  is  quite  suf- 
ficient, when  the  pills  are  quite  dry,  to  prevent  contact 
between  the  mercury  and  the  silver. 

I  have  some  by  me  now  that  have  been  made  nearly  a  year, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  discoloration,  due  to  the 
sulphur  in  the  atmosphere,  they  are  as  good  as  ever. 

Aegentum.  (216/27.) 


A  Salicylic  Cerate. 

Sie, — How  can  the  following  ointment  be  made  smooth 
and  presentable : — 

Parts 


Emp.  plumbi   40 

i,    saponis  ..       ..  ..30 

Paraffin  mollis   ..25 

Acid,  salicylic.  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  10 


I  have  made  it  by  melting  the  plasters,  rubbing  the  salicylic 
acid  down  with  the  paraffin,  stirring  the  whole  together,  and 
straining,  but  it  entails  an  amount  of  labour  and  time. 

Yours  trulv, 

Apprentice.  (214/27.) 

[Melt  the  plasters  along  with  15  parts  of  the  soft  paraffin, 
mix  the  rest  of  the  paraffin  with  the  acid,  and  add  to  the 
melted  mixture.  Now  stir  constantly  while  the  mixture  cools, 
but  allow  it  to  cool  slowly.  The  cerate  should  not  be 
strained.] 


Solutions  in  Pills. 

Sir, — Last  evening  I  had  the  following  prescription  to 
make  up : — 

Quinine  sulph.    ..       ...       ...       ..    gr.  xviij. 

Liq.  arsenicalis    ..       ..       ..       ..  lilxij. 

„   atropia?    ..  mj. 

Ext.  gent.  co.       ..       „       „       ..    gr.  xij. 
Div.  in  pil.  xij. 

Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me  the  best  way 
of  dispensing  them  1  Yours  truly, 

Cocaine  Hydeochloe.  (218/57.) 

[The  intention  of  the  prescriber  in  this  case  is,  no  doubt, 
to  give  the  arsenic  and  atropine  in  solution,  but  this  cannot 
be  done  without  increasing  the  size  of  the  pill  enormously. 
The  arsenical  solution  should  be  mixed  with  the  extract  in  a 
small  porcelain  capsule,  and  the  two  carefully  heated  over  a 
water-bath  until  perfectly  mixed  and  of  a  soft  consistence. 
Mix  the  atropine  solution  *>ith  the  quinine  and  mass  with 
the  extract,  getting  the  desired  stiffness  with  liquorice.] 


A  Changeable  Gargle. 

A  Reader  (80/22)  would  like  to  know  the  chemical  changes 
in  the  following  gargle  : — 


Acid,  sulphurosi         „      77      7.      77  3iv, 

Tr.  ferri  mur.     ..       ..       77       ..  3iy, 

Glyoerini   ?j. 

Sol.  potas.  chlorat.  (sat.)  ad  ..       ..       ...  Jviij. 


[The  decomposition  is  mixed.  First,  the  sulphurous  acid* 
will  reduce  the  ferric  chloride,  with  formation  of  sulphuric 
acid  and  liberation  of  hydrochloric  acid.  These  will  then 
act  upon  the  potassium  chlorate,  chlorine  and  euchlorine 
being  amongst  the  products,  while  the  iron  salt  will  again 
become  ferric.  These  are,  in  all  probability,  the  leading 
reactions,  but  there  are  others  which  will  occur.] 
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LEGAL  QUERIES. 

211/15.  Soim  puts  the  following  question  :  -  "  Can  an  un- 
qualified man  be  lined  for  giving  away  tincture  of  opium,  or 
any  scheduled  poison,  to  a  customer?"  [If  the  unqualified 
person  were  the  owner  of  a  drug  shop,  and  adopted  this 
■expedient  in  order  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  a  judge  would  in  all  likelihood  be  influenced  against 
him  in  the  event,  of  legal  proceedings.  The  crux  of  the 
action  would  be  whether  the  gift  was  a  bond-fide  one  or  not. 
Sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  make  it  an  offence  to 
keep  an  open  shop  for  dispensing  as  well  as  for  retailing 
poisons  ;  and  as  the  Act  does  not  define  what  dispensing  is, 
it  might  be  argued  that  dispensing  means  the  distribution  of 
as  well  as  making  up  poisons  ;  and  if  it  were  proved  that  the 
the  giving  away  of  poisons  without  quid  pro  quo  was  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  statute,  conviction  should  follow.] 


8/215.  Seidlits. — Unless  there  is  some  implied  contract 
between  you  and  the  agent  in  your  correspondence,  you  (the 
purchaser)  cannot  be  called  upon  to  pay  his  commission. 
But  under  the  circumstances  you  state,  he  (the  agent)  has 
undoubtedly  a  claim  on  the  vendor,  and  can  obtain  an  order 
from  a  court  to  attach  his  claim  from  the  money  which  you 
■owe  to  his  debtor.  We  can  see  no  reason  why  you  should 
not  cheerfully  give  the  agent  the  assistance  in  getting  his 
rightful  claim  which  it  is  evidently  in  your  power  to  give. 


65/215.  Quieta  non  Hfovere. — A  bankrupt  who  pays  any 
■of  his  creditors  in  full,  or  agrees  to  do  so  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  rest,  commits  a  penal  offence.  You  must  get  your 
debt  scheduled  with  the  rest,  and  take  your  fair  share  of  the 
•division. 


56/214.  M.  P.  S, — Your  friend,  "  Lover  of  Justice,"  in  the 
M&nchesler  Guardian,  is  in  error.  The  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  do  permit  licensed  dealers  in  patent  medicines  to 
retail  small  quantities  from  a  stamped  packet  without  using 
fresh  stamps  ;  but  the  retailer  must  be  able  to  prove  that  he 
took  the  medicine  from  a  stamped  packet,  and  he  must  not 
repack  the  article  except  as  far  as  is  necessary  to  carry  it. 


4/215.    Plumbo.—See  answer  to  "  M.  P.  S." 


25/75.  Smilax  asks : — "  Can  a  business  be  legally  con- 
ducted where  the  late  proprietor  is  dead,  and  the  son  is  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  but  not  qualified,  by  means  of  a 
■qualified  assistant  ?  If  so,  for  how  long  ?  "  [The  business  of 
a  deceased  chemist  and  druggist  can  be  carried  on  by  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  trustees,  with  the  aid  of  a 
•qualified  assistant.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  limit 
of  time.] 


67/212.  Mist.  Tussis. — A  cough  mixture,  if  sold  as  a  patent 
•medicine,  may  be  sold  by  any  patent  medicine  dealer,  no 
matter  what  it  may  contain.  The  addition  of  a  small  quan- 
tity of  paregoric  to  a  cough  mixture  will  not  necessarily,  we 
think,  make  the  mixture  a  preparation  of  opium  in  a  legal 
sense,  and  therefore  we  cannot  say  that  such  a  mixture 
might  not  be  sold  by  unregistered  persons. 


74/211.  J.  H.  W. — A  hair  wash  containing  cantharides, 
unless  it  be  a  "vesicating  liquid  preparation  of  cantharides" 
(which  it  certainly  should  not  be),  would  not  be  a  poison 
according  to  the  statute,  and-  therefore  need  not  be  labelled 

poison,"  and  may  be  sold  by  any  one. 


33/210.  CMorodyne  asks: — "What  are  the  restrictions  in 
reference  to  raffles  or  draws  such  as  are  often  announced  about 
•Christmas  time  1  Is  it  legal  to  hold  a  raffle  supDOsing  every- 
body receives  a  prize,  or  may  some  be  blanks?"  [The  law 
does  not  bargain  about  prizes  or  blanks,  but  makes  a  lottery 
of  any  kind  illegal,  except  in  cases  like  that  of  the  Art 
Union,  which  are  expressly  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of 


Trade.  It  is  true  that  raffles  or  draws  take  place  about  this 
season  of  the  year  ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  police  every 
year,  in  some  town  or  other,  prosecute  some  of  the  con- 
ductors of  these  old  devices  ;  not,  however,  under  the  Lottery 
Act,  which  would  require  the  previous  sanction  of  the 
Attorney- General,  but  under  the  Vagrant  Act.  It  would 
doubtless  hurt  the  feelings  of  a  high-toned  pharmacist  to  be 
publicly  convicted  of  being  a  "  rogue  and  vagabond,"  as 
those  who  practise  such  drawings  are  politely  termed  by  the 
legislature ;  therefore  it  is  perhaps  as  well  to  avoid  all 
approach  to  this  way  of  cultivating  business.  The  device  of 
making  all  the  ticket-holders  entitled  to  prizes  has  been 
tried,  but  it  is  useless  for  the  purpose  of  evasion  of  the 
statutory  prohibition  ;  the  sting  lies  in  the  distribution  by 
any  mode  of  drawing  which  can  be  invented.  If  the  prizes 
were  to  be  of  equal  value,  it  is  possible  that  some  plausible 
arguments  might  he  advanced  in  favour  of  the  proceeding, 
for  in  that  case  the  distribution  would  not  have  any  pecu- 
niary inequality,  although  even  then  we  do  not  think  that 
such  arguments  would  be  ultimately  successful.  But  in  the 
usual  cases  some  ticket-holders  receive  more  than  the 
value  of  their  stake,  and  some  less  ;  and  the  result  beiog 
arrived  at  by  chance,  the  promoters  become  liable  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  whenever  the  police  in  their  town  may  happen 
to  be  looking  round  for  a  victim.  You  may  sell, an  article  for 
less  than  it  is  worth,  or  for  more  than  its  value  if  you  can 
find  a  purchaser :  but  this  must  be  by  mutual  consent,  and 
not  made  contingent  on  the  cast  of  the  dice  or  a  drawing 
from  a  bag.] 


22/214.  T.  M. — Salts  of  lemon  is  not  a  scheduled  poison. 
Any  patent  medicine,  sold  as  such,  can  be  sold  by  unregistered 
persons.  You  can  get  this  information  from  the  legal  treatise 
in  the  recently  published  Diary. 


Apprentice  would  like  to  know  if  he  "is  bound  to  do  duty 
on  Sundays,  Bank  Holidays,  and  evenings  (after  business 
hours),  there  being  no  clause  in  the  indenture  referring  to 
these  ?  The  only  stipulation  as  to  time  is  '  that  business 
hours  in  the  summer  shall  be  from  8  to  8,  and  in  the  winter 
8  to  7.'  "  [We  assume  that  your  indenture  contains  the  usual 
provisions  as  to  faithful  service  and  obedience  to  all  the 
lawful  commands  of  your  master  ;  and  as  by  the  custom  of 
the  business  it  is  necessary  that  some  person  should  be  in 
attendance  at  other  times  than  when  the  shop  is  open,  we 
think  that  you  ought  to  take  your  turn  at  this  duty  (if  you 
are  competent  to  undertake  it)  along  with  the  principal  and 
assistants,  unless  there  is  any  agreement  in  your  indenture 
which  expressly  exonerates  you  from  doing  so,  which  is  not 
very  probable.  It  is  embarrassing  to  be  asked  to  advise 
upon  such  a  short  extract  from  a  document  as  you  have 
supplied ;  a  full  copy  ought  always  to  be  sent  when  the 
question  is  one  of  construction  ] 


59  213.  I.  H.  S.  says  : — "  A  person  employs  a  solicitor  to 
make  a  lease  of  his  premises,  and  his  landlord  wishes  him  to 
hold  possession  of  the  said  lease,  he,  the  tenant,  having  paid 
for  the  same,  can  the  said  solicitor  keep  possession  of  it  and 
refuse  to  give  it  up  to  the  said  tenant,  unless  he  pays  11.  Is. 
for  a  copy  ;  failing  this,  what  steps  are  necessary  to  recover 
possession  of  the  lease  ? "  [Tn  negotiating  the  terms  of  a 
lease,  some  arrangement  ought  always  to  be  made  as  to  the 
costs.  Generally  lessors  object  to  pay  any  part  of  the  costs  ; 
but,  if  hard  pressed,  they  will  sometimes  pay  for  a  counter- 
part, if  the  intended  lessee  makes  this  an  indispensable 
stipulation  ;  or,  in  order  that  the  costs  of  a  counterpart  may 
be  avoided,  it  is  not  unusual  to  allow  the  solicitor  who  pre- 
pares the  lease  to  hold  it  on  behalf  of  both  parties.  Some- 
times the  lessee  will  pay  fox  both  lease  and  counterpart,  but 
we  think  this  is  .rather  exceptional.  .  These  remarks  apply 
only  to  small  estates  ;  where  the  estate  is  large  and  the  leases 
are  numerous,  there  are  fixed  rules  as  to  costs  which  will  not 
be  deviated  from.  You  ought  to  have  written  us  while  the 
negotiations  were  in  progress ;  you  are  now  at  a  disadvan- 
tage. It  would  be  better  to  pay  for  the  counterpait,  if  neces- 
sary, than  to  get  into  litigation  about  the  matter  ;  or,  if  joa 
prefer  that  course,  the  solicitor  might  bold  the  lease  on 
behalf  of  yourself  and  the  lessor.] 


